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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


AN APPOINTMENT has been made to fill the vacancy of 
Buckinghamshire County Architect. p. 195 


THE CITY ENGINEER OF NORWICH states in a letter 
that he is satisfied that the recent experiment with a tower crane 
in Norwich has proved of enormous benefit to his building 
section. p. 196 


“GENERALLY, architects have failed to grasp what few 
opportunities they have had since the war,” said Mr. A. E. 
Marples, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, on July 25. ‘‘ Aesthetically they have 
not been bold or convincing, and financially their creations have 
been too costly,” he declared. This statemtnt, and a reply by 
the President, RIBA, is on p. 214 


THE RESULTS of the RIBA final and special final examina- 
tions have been announced. p. 217 


NOTWITHSTANDING the incidence of tax and not forgetting 
the operative’s aim for a 40-hour week, a little longer working 
in summer was not too much to ask for as a short-time policy, 
Mr. Harold H. Ridge has told the Institute of Builders. p. 218 


A DECISION not to undertake the construction of any further 
houses and flats by direct labour has been made by Lewisham 
’ Borough Council. p. 221 


|. FOR THE BENEFIT OF MEMBERS, the Director of the 


Eastern Federation of Building Trades Employers has prepared 
a summary of the reasons behind the recent rejection by the 
Industrial Disputes Tribunal of the building operatives’ 6d. an 
hour wage claim. p. 222 








GRANTS FOR HOUSE PURCHASE ? 


IN a recent letter to The Times, Mr. Harmar Nicholls, Con- 

servative MP for Peterborough, has made an interesting 
suggestion for encouraging house purchase and, at the same 
time, for relieving the Exchequer and local authorities of part 
of the ever-growing burden of subsidies. Mr. Nicholls’ 
views are of particular interest because he is one of the Con- 
servative party’s foremost students of the housing problem. 
Mr. Nicholls considers that there are many people who 
would prefer to become house owners rather than council 
tenants, and who would do so if only part of the subsidy were 
capitalised and given in the form of a grant to meet present- 
day building costs. When selling to the ordinary wage- 
earner, he says, the significant point is not only the value of 
the house but also the level of the weekly repayments under 
house-purchase schemes. Building societies, he continues, 
will not lend if the weekly repayments plus normal main- 
tenance costs are more than 25 per cent. of a man’s income ; 
this means that the highest mortgage that an £8 a week man 
can take up is one of £1,100. Quite clearly, this means a 
considerable and often insurmountable gap to be met by way 
of an immediate deposit. 








Mr. Nicholls suggests that many people who are thus pre- 
cluded from house purchase could buy their own homes if 


they were given a housing grant of £300. The payment of 
these grants, he says, need not impose any additional burden 
on the Exchequer. The £300 plus interest could be recovered 
by using the existing rent subsidies on council houses. ‘The 
combined Exchequer and local. authority subsidy is now 
normally £35 12s. per annum, and if this sum were applied 
to making grants to prospective purchasers, the £300 plus 
interest would be repaid in 13 years, whereas the subsidies 
last for 60 years. It would represent a very good bargain 
indeed for the Exchequer and the local authorities concerned 
to dispose of council houses on these terms. 


The scheme is, on the face of it, attractive. Clearly, it is 
desirable to encourage home ownership, and equally clearly 
it is necessary to reduce the steadily increasing burden of 
subsidies. It is, however, primarily as a means of encouraging 
people to buy their own homes that the scheme must be 
judged—there are other ways in which the burden of subsidies 
might be diminished, and this aspect should not be the deciding 
factor. 


As a means of encouraging house purchase, there can be no 
doubt that Mr. Nicholls’ scheme would be a highly effective 
method of reducing the gap between the purchase price of 
houses and the amount which can be raised on mortgage. 
But certain other considerations must be taken into account. 
Mr. Nicholls’ proposal is that an outright grant should be 
made to the prospective purchaser, and this would seem to be 
an essential feature of the scheme. If the financial assistance 
to the purchaser took the form even of an interest-free loan, 
the liability to repay the principal would tend to reduce the 
amount which the building societies would be prepared to 
lend, and this would defeat the whole object of the scheme. 


The proposal for an outright grant, however, raises a 
number of questions. In the first place, it is necessary to 
consider whether the grant would be available to all persons 
desiring to purchase a house or only to those proposing to 
buy council houses. Mr. Nicholls seems to have in mind the 
purchase of council houses only. If this is what is intended, 
it is necessary to consider whether this would be fair to the 
general body of house purchasers. Council tenants are 
already in a favoured position, since the arrangements made 
by Mr. Macmillan under the Housing Act, 1952, enable 
council tenants to purchase their houses at prices sub- 
stantially below full market value. To make an outright gift 
of part of the purchase price available to one section of the 
community only would under any circumstances be question- 
able, but coupled with the favourable terms available under 
the 1952 Act it might well be considered distinctly unfair. 
On the other hand, to extend the benefits of the scheme to 
all house purchasers would raise equally difficult issues. 
It might involve the Exchequer in an enormous expenditure 
which the country could ill afford. Moreover, it would 
require a strict control over the selling price of houses, for 
without such control the effect of the grant would simply 
be to inflate the price of houses and thus defeat the object of 
the grant. Although it is comparatively easy to control the 
selling price of new houses—this is being done at present— 
it is generally agreed that it is impracticable to attempt to 
control the price of existing houses. 


In its present form, therefore, Mr. Nicholls’ scheme raises 
considerable difficulties. But the objectives he has in mind 
are so clearly desirable that it is to be hoped that further 
consideration will be given to the problem of encouraging 
house purchase. ‘The fundamental trouble is, of course, that 
building a house has now become an expensive matter, and 
in the long run the solution must be found in more and cheaper 
houses. But this is necessarily a long-term solution, and in 
the meantime ways should be found of enabling more people 
to buy their own homes. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


DULWICH PICTURE GALLERY 


EW architects of distinction can have 
suffered greater destruction of their 
works than Soane. The old Law Courts 
at Westminster, the Scala Regia, Royal 
Gallery and other work at the old House 
of Lords, the Privy Council Chamber, 
Downing-street, the Freemasons’ Council 
Chamber, Great Queen-street, the New 
State Paper Office, Duke-street, St. 
James’s, the National Debt Redemption 
Office, Old Jewry, Buckingham House, 
Pall Mall—all these important works and 
others of less importance had disappeared 
within 70 years of his death—the House 
of Lords work, in fact, was destroyed by 
fire in his own lifetime. 

The destruction of so many of his 
remarkable interiors as a prelude to-the 
reconstruction of the Bank of England 
in our own time seemed to be the final 
blow, but we had reckoned without Hitler, 
who in 1941 succeeded in knocking down 
the Chelsea Hospital Infirmary and 
the greater part of the Dulwich College 
Picture Gallery, described by Mr. 
Summerson as a building reaching “‘a level 
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of emotional eloquence and technical per- 
formance rare in English, or indeed in 
European architecture.”’ 

Fortunately the Governors of the 
College decided to rebuild the Gallery 
according to Soane’s design, and this work 
has now been successfully completed, as 
we show in this week’s issue. Here is a 
perfect recreation, not only of the form 
but the spirit. Even the rebuilt additions 
on the east side are convincingly Soanic. 
Soane, one feels, would himself be 
satisfied with this rebuilding, which in a 
sense fulfils his own original intentions. 
In thus recreating a minor masterpiece of 
one of the most original architects of all 
time, the Governors of Dulwich College 
and their architects have put all lovers of 
architecture in their debt. 


CITY AND GUILDS INSTITUTE 


ON THE THRESHOLD of its 75th anni- 
versary the City and Guilds of London 
Institute finds itself in a critical and 
challenging position. The facts of the 
situation are given in the _Institute’s 
annual report for 1952 which has now been 
issued. 

This states that while there is no doubt 
that the national importance of the 
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Institute’s work in technical education js 
appreciated, the appreciation is not per. 
haps as widespread and informed as it 
should be among those who _ benefit 
directly. The critical point has been 
reached because the available resources 
of the Corporation and Livery Companies 
can no longer maintain, let alone expand, 
the work of the Institute. 

The Institute regards this situation as aq 
challenge. It realises that its duty is to 
meet the needs of the country in training 
those engaged in industry—a need which 
increases enormously as the world becomes 
more industrialised. Moreover, the Insti- 
tute sees that it must not only concern 
itself with the preparation of syllabuses 
and the conduct of examinations, but must 
also take an active part in more general 
matters of educational interest. 


LANSBURY MEMORIAL 


THE MINISTRY OF WoRKS commissioned 
Mr. H. Wilson Parker, FRBS, to design 
the bronze plaque which has been fixed 
to the wall of the Lido bathing pavilion, 
facing the Serpentine in Hyde Park. 
The plaque, unveiled on July 30 by Mr. 
C. R. Attlee, MP, bears the head of the 
late George Lansbury in relief, with the 











DECORATIVE CEILING FOR OLD CHURCH .—Following war damage, it was felt that the dark-stained and varnished barrel 
ceiling to the church of St. John the Baptist, Hillingdon, could be made more decorative to lighten and give greater importance to the 
sanctuary and choir stalls, especially as the east window is to be replaced with stained glass in the near future. A design was prepared 
by free adaptation of the famous painted hammer-beam roof of the Palgrave Church, Suffolk. Use was made of the width of each 
board to carry separate bands of colour and ornament and the resulting effect was in three shades, giving a colourful contrast to the 


robust stonework of the arches below. 


The plain bands are in semi-opaque red, and ivory bands are alternately stencilled with red 


stars and a grey lace pattern ; the moulded ribs are basically a deeper ivory with a grey chevron moulding and a red line in the hollows. 
** Colour Point,’’ the specialist branch of Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, carried out the work under the direction of Mr. H. Norman 


Haines, ARIBA, of Messrs. Gordon Jackson and Partners, architects. 


















Au 


entit] 











MN is 
per- 
aS it 
nefit 
been 
irces 
anies 
and, 


asa 
is to 
ining 
rhich 
omes 
‘nsti- 
cern 
uses 
must 
neral 


oned 
esign 
fixed 
ilion, 
Park, 
Mr. 
f the 
1 the 





rrel 
the 
wred 
ach 
the 
red 
OWS. 
man 

















August 7 1953 





THE BUILDER 


EMPIRE AIR FORCES MEMORIAL COMPLETED.—A general view of the memorial, which is to be unveiled“by the Queen on 
October 17. Designed by Mr. Edward Maufe, RA, FRIBA, the memorial is situated at Cooper’s Hill, Runnymede, on a site com- 


manding a magnificent view of the Thames ; it commemorates the officers and men of the Commonwealth who lost their lives in the last 
war when operating from bases in the United Kingdom and North-West Europe. The names of 20,456 missing airmen are inscribed 
on the stone reveals of the narrow windows in the cloisters and the lookouts, and the effect is that of partially opened books illuminated 
by light coming through the windows. The memorial consists of a shrine with a cloister embracing it ; a crown and star surmount the 


lookout balcony on the top of the shrine. 


The site was the gift of Sir Eugen and Lady Millington Drake. 





inscription: ‘‘ George Lansbury, 1859- 
1940, who made this bathing shore for 
our enjoyment.” 

As stated in the House of Commons 
recently by the Minister of Works, Sir 
David Eccles, the idea was conceived by 
his predecessor, Mr. R. R. Stokes, MP, 
and the memorial commemorates “ the 
happy and distinguished association of 
the late Mr. Lansbury, as First Commis- 
sioner of Works, with improvements to the 
Royal Parks and especially with the Hyde 
Park Lido.’’ 


CHELSEA HOUSES REPRIEVED 


A REPRIEVE has been announced for two 
old houses in Cheyne-walk, Chelsea. 
They are Nos. 62 and 63. Some time ago 
the local regional hospital board, to whom 
the houses belong, contemplated demolish- 
ing them, but Chelsea’s town planning 
and amenities committee requested a 
reconsideration of the matter in view of 
the historical and architectural value of 
these buildings. 

The hospital board has now decided 
not to proceed with the demolition, but 
to redecorate the houses and to defer 
further action until it is known whether 
the properties can be used for hospital 
purposes. 


HOUSING EXHIBITION 
AN INTERESTING housing exhibition 
entitled ‘“‘ The Architect and You,”’ which 





has been arranged by the Croydon Chapter 
of the South Eastern Society of Architects, 
opened at Croydon Town Hall on 
August 4. It will continue there until 
August 13 and will then be transferred to 
Reigate Town Hall, where it will be on 
view from August 17-29. 


BUCKS COUNTY ARCHITECT 


Mr. F. B. Pootey, ARIBA, has been 
appointed as the new Buckinghamshire 
County Architect, following the restgna- 
tion of Mr. F. A. C. Maunder, FRIBA. 
Mr. Pooley, who is at present Deputy 
Architect of Coventry, will take up his 
duties in October. 


ECONOMY SUGGESTION 


WHEN Mr. H. L. BuNTING, Southport 
borough engineer, retires in October, 
after 26 years service, it is suggested that 
his department should be merged with 
that of the department of the borough 
architect and town planning officer as an 
economy move. The departments were 
separated about three years ago. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. E. R. Coiiister, AADipl, ARIBA, of 67, 
London-road, Chelmsford, Essex, and 4a, Market- 








COMING EVENT 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 


RoyvaL- ACADEMY OF ARTS.—Exhibition of drawingS 
by old masters. 


Royal Academy Diploma Gallery. 


street, Cambridge, has opened an office at Gloucester 
House, Trafalgar-square, 19, Charing Cross-road, 
WC2, where he will be pleased to receive trade cata- 
logues, etc. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, August 6, 1853 


‘TEMPORARY CHURCH AT REDHILL, NEAR 
REIGATE.—A correspondent informs us 
that a “‘ temporary church”’ was opened 
a few days ago for service at Redhill, 
containing 550 sittings. The walls are 
built of hollow bricks, each 18 in. by 12 in. 
on surface, and 4 in. thick; hollow pier 
brick, 12 in. thick. Their appearance on 
both sides is good. Size, 80 ft. by 42 ft., 
formed into nave and side aisles, with 
chancel, terminated by three sides of an 
octagon ; entrance porch, with two side 
lobbies ; stairs to gallery over porch and 
lobbies, a robing-room, and a furnace- 
room; and is provided with hot water . 
apparatus and pipes, and completed at a 
cost of 900/. It was erected in five weeks. 
Churches of this description are very 
desirable in those localities where towns 
are quickly formed, and where large 
funds are not easily obtained for the 


erection of expensive churches; more- 
over, when the permanent church is 
erected at Redhill, this ‘“ temporary 


church ”’ will be converted into schools for 
boys and girls. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With regard to the interesting 
correspondence in your paper on 
Architectural Education and the need for 
a better understanding between architects, 
builders and others in the industry, would 
a useful purpose be served by the forma- 
tion in the building industry of an organ- 
isation similar to the Young Farmers’ 
Clubs which are doing so much for 
agriculture ? If Young Builders’ Clubs— 
consisting of architectural and quantity 
surveying students and builders’ and sub- 
contractors’ apprentices—were formed and 
met periodically on works in progress and 
in architects’ and quantity surveyors’ 
offices, this should lead to a common under- 
standing of one another and of the team- 
work each was doing, and could result in 
an esprit de corps which would be of great 
value in later life. 

On the jobs the building apprentices 
would explain the construction in pro- 
gress, and the architectural students 
should be able to enlighten them with 
regard to the theory behind some of the 
practical work they were doing. In the 
architects’ offices the building students 
would get a better understanding of the 
work put into architects’ drawings before 
they reach the site and of the need to 
study and follow them, whilst an occa- 
sional visit to a quantity surveyor’s office 
would be of interest. As one of the best 
ways of learning is teaching, such visits 
should be of all round benefit. 

C. Brrpwoop WILLCOCKS 
[FSA, FRIBA,MTP]]. 
47, St. Peter’s-avenue, Reading. 


SPECIALISTS AND CONTRACT 
PROCEDURE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have seen no correspondence in 
your columns on your editorial of 
June 26, which should, in my view, be 
commended for its very fair and restrained 
comment. No doubt this is due to the 
plea for restraint which you then entered, 
an appeal which I should not wish to 
ignore. Yet fairness to the Federation of 
Associations of Specialists and Sub- 
Contractors, of which I am indirectly a 
member, requires that it should be stated 
that the Federation’s refusal to be 
associated with Mr. Howard Robertson’s 
committee on the terms offered is due not 
only, as you have remarked, to the fact 
that the participation proposed was limited 
in its influence, but also that it was re- 
stricted to subcontracting matters, _and 
thus ignored the claims of the Federation’s 
specialist members who carry out a large 
volume of work, mostly for the building 
owner direct. 

In these circumstances the Federa- 
tion’s attitude must command sympathy 
and support, for in such a capacity the 
specialist has views on the same matters 
as affect the normal general contractor and 
which, in fact, are the object of the inquiry. 

I note in your article the suggestion that 
an impartial Committee should be set up 
at the earliest moment to deal with the 
matter of sub-contracts under the RIBA 
Form, It cannot be forgotten, however, 
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Acanfuus - 


“If yell paint the high- 

road and I'll paint the rail- 

road and I'll be in Scotland 
afore ye!” 

«*« The suggestion has been made to 


combine a r bridge with the 
existing Forth Bridge. 











that we have had many inquiries into the 
building industry—so far without achiev- 
ing any notable results. For example, the 
Working Party inquired into the building 
industry and as a result recommended an 
immediate meeting of interested parties to 
amend the contract forms so as to ensure 
equitable financial safeguards for nomin- 
ated sub-contractors, but so far as I am 
aware, nothing very effective has been 
done in this direction. 

An analysis of some accounts which have 
come to my notice shows that, out of 
every £1 of turnover, nearly 2.5d. was lost 
by bad debts arising out of the bankruptcy 
or liquidation of the main building con- 
tractor. Nearly 1.5d. of this amount 
represents losses arising from unpaid 
retention monies. Main contract docu- 
ments call for retention monies to be held 
in trust, but neither the Joint Contracts 
Tribunal nor any other section of the 
industry seem willing to take the initiative 
in getting together to avoid those un- 
necessary losses which have the inevitable 
consequence of increasing building costs. 

Surely there is enough sagacity and 
plain thinking among the sectional leaders 
in the building industry to make it possible 
effectively to resolve the problems which 
now confront us ? 

J. Mortimer Hawkins, Director, 
Mortimer, Gall and Co., Ltd. 
115-117, Cannon-street, EC4. 


TOWER CRANE EXPERIMENT 
AT NORWICH 


To the Editor of The Builder 


A Mr. Porter in your issue of July 31 
has asked for my views on the tower 
crane, and I am pleased to give them. 

As has been mentioned elsewhere, the 
crane has limitations. Its mobility is 
restricted, it can only operate on level 
sites, and it requires a fairly large and 
flexible labour force to operate with it. 
Its initial cost is very high, and to recover 
this a guarantee of some years’ continuity 
of work is required. 


In my view it is not 
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the best type of machine for building two. 
storey houses, where a relatively smal] 
amount of material is spread over a large 
area. Something smaller, faster in horj- 
zontal movement, and cheaper is required, 
In your editorial of July 24 you mention 
the need for skilled supervision and organ. 
isation with these cranes, which again 
might be considered an obstacle in the 
way of their use by the smaller builder. 

Despite these criticisms, I am satisfied that 
the experiment with the crane in Norwich has 
proved of enormous benefit to my building 
section ; it has converted my staff to the 
benefits of pre-planning, programming and 
close organisation, and I believe that the 
advantages therefrom are going to be cumy- 
lative. ‘The crane, after all, is only a mechan. 
ical labourer, and has a ceiling to its output 
If that ceiling can be achieved by labourers 
for something approaching the same cost 
then on the face of it the need for the crane 
does not exist. It should be recognised, how. 
ever, that a machine of this type provides q 
stimulus to organisation and output, and does 
take away the more laborious work of Carrying 
by the labourers. 

No doubt the Building Research Station 
will answer Mr. Porter’s queries on the 
survey, etc., but I would like to comment on 
the man-hours per house given for an adjoin- 
ing contract. Comparing total man-hours 
per house for different contracts can be mis- 
leading unless the build-up of the man-hours 
is made in exactly the same way. It js 
possible that certain items are included in 
one figure and not in the other, and I suggest 
a comparison of the detailed build-up jis 
necessary before the two figures can be 
considered. 

Finally, I would like to comment on Mr. 
Porter’s rather unusual phrase in paragraph 3 
of his letter—‘‘ After a repetition of oft- 
quoted maxims about this pre-planning and 
programming for which we are constantly 
striving...’ A maxim can be defined as 
a “‘ general truth,” and the fact that maxims 
are often quoted does not make them less true. 
It is interesting to note how architects, 
quantity surveyors and builders are all agreed 
for once on one matter—viz., that the client 
is to blame for the lack of pre-planning. “ If 
the client wasn’t in such a hurry and didn’t 
change his mind so much, we would pre- 
plan.” I wonder ! 

Mr. Porter’s pious suggestion about the 
constant striving for pre-planning and _pro- 
gramming makes it sound like the builders’ 
Valhalla. In housing, at least where priced 
bills of quantities are available, programming 
1s a positive procedure of analysis. The 
initial work is considerable, but in such a 
vast repetition job as housing undoubtedly is, 
surely the industry should have been pro- 
gramming long before this if, as I believe, 
it is of some benefit in reducing costs ? 


H. C. Rowtey [MICE, MIMunE], 
; Norwich City Engineer. 
City Hall, Norwich. 





ARCHITECTURE CLUB 

A RECEPTION of the Architecture Club 
was held at Sudbrook Park on July 28, 
by kind permission of the Richmond Golf 
Club. Members and guests were received 


by Viscount Esher. A programme of 
music for the harpsicord and flute was 
given by Miss Millicent Silver and Mr 
John Francis. 


OLD MASTER DRAWINGS 


AN EXHIBITION of nearly 500 drawings 
by Old Masters will open to the public 
in the Royal Academy Diploma Gallery 
on August 13. 
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Sullivan and the Skyscraper 
Professor Russell Hitchcock at the RIBA 


A PAPER on “ Sullivan and the Skyscraper’”’ was read by Professor Henry Russell 
Hitchcock, MA( Harvard), before the RIBA on Fune 23, with the President (Mr. Howard M. 


Robertson, ARA) in the chair. 


r the last 75 years America has produced 

three great architects, H. H. Richard- 
son, Sullivan and Wright. In the same 
period of time, American architecture has 
made international contributions in cer- 
tain areas; certainly in the field of the 
factory, undoubtedly in the field of house 
design, but, above all, perhaps in the 
estimation of the outside world in the 
invention or development of what is 
called the skyscraper. 


I have picked Sullivan to talk to you 
about, rather than Richardson or Wright, 
with whose work I actually have much 
greater familiarity, because he alone of the 
three is associated in a major way with the 
skyscraper. Richardson died before the 
skyscraper came to maturity; Wright, 
perhaps through a series of accidents, 
has yet to build a skyscraper, though I 
understand that he has one on the boards 
for a city in Oklahoma. Sullivan, on the 
other hand, is peculiarly associated with 
the skyscraper in the sense in which 
historians undeistand the term. 


THE EXAGGERATED TOWER 


There are two types of skyscraper, 
associated respectively with New York 
and with Chicago, and it is, of course, 
with the Chicago skyscraper that Sullivan 
is associated. ‘The story of the New York 
skyscraper is perhaps more familiar to 
you. Possibly I should not say “‘ the story,”’ 
because it is with the image that you will 
be more familiar. The skyscraper in New 
York is predominantly a tower. In its 
terminal venture, the Empire State Build- 
ing, it still remains a tower, though it 
stands by itself, more or less, and not in a 
cluster as do the towers at the lower end 
of the island. The last skyscrapers of this 
sort were built more than 20 years ago. 
The post-war commercial buildings in 
New York do not follow the line of the 


Fig. 1. 50, Watling-street, London. 


Following are extracts from his remarks. 


New York skyscraper ; they follow rather 
the Chicago line. Perhaps only the 
Russians still seem to follow this line of a 
very much exaggerated tower. 


Sullivan was the first master architect of 
the skyscraper, and that is his distinction, of a 
more limited order than either Richardson 
or Wright; by force of circumstances, he 
contributed very little outside the realm of the 
skyscraper, the tall commercial building. It 
is true that his Schiller Building was con- 
ceived more or less as a tower, though it is 
now surrounded by buildings which cut it 
oif from its tower-like isolation, and in 18g91, 
the same year as the Schiller building, he 
really foresaw the type of development which 
the New York skyscraper was to take under 
the influence of the zoning laws in the 1920s, 
as is shown by his Fraternity Temple project. 
These are not, however, characteristic of 
Sullivan’s productions, nor are they repre- 
sentative, I think, of his best work. 

There have been several descriptions of 
the skyscraper. One, which I regard as 
unsatisfactory but which has been prevalent, 
put the whole emphasis on a certain technical 
invention, but it now seems more sensible 
to assume that the skyscraper had better be 
considered as what its name almost literally 
means ; that is, a building so tall (in relation 
to previous buildings at least) that it seems to 
scrape the sky. 

The technical invention which made this 
possible was not any change in the structural 
members but the elevator or lift. Until you 
could transport people above four or five 
storeys there was no point in building any 
higher ; but, although the reasons are partly 
economic, there seems also to have been on 
the part of the companies and the men who 
built these first skyscrapers, which rose twice 
as high as their neighbours, a desire for 
advertisement, for réclame, so that, quite 
characteristically, from the first these buildings 
had names. 


ADLER AND SULLIVAN 


Sullivan’s first employer, Dankmar Adler, 
in his Central Music Hall of 1879, would 
seem to have taken some of his ideas from 


Fig. 2. Oriel-chambers, Liverpool. 





Fig.3. Rothschild Store, Chicago (1880-81). 


Richardson’s American Express building, 
in the grouping of the windows and the use 
of iron mullions, and also in the general, but 
by no means total, avoidance of historical 
reminiscence. ‘That shows you what Adler 
was doing when Sullivan joined him. 

Looking back, we realise that commercial 
architecture during the nineteenth century 
followed, both in Britain and in America, 
two separate but necessarily related lines of 
development. One line of development was 
essentially technical, and certainly not con- 
cerned with aesthetic refinements of any 
sort; the other was concerned with giving 
to this new realm of large-scale building 
dignity and visual prestige. 

The technical development was extra- 
ordinarily rapid, and in fact rather overshot 
itself. By the late 1840s, for example, 
James Bogardus in New York built his own 
building, which was not only entirely of iron 
skeleton construction inside but externally 
also entirely of iron and glass. Although there 
is not of that early date in Britain any urban 
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Fig. 4. Troescher Building, Chicago (1884). 
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Fig. 5. Marshall Field Wholesale Store, Chicago (1885-87). 


structure so completely of new materials, 
No. 50 Watling-street, London (Fig. 1), 
which I think (subject to correction from Mr. 
Summerson) may have been before the 
Building Code of 1844, has its upper storeys 
almost entirely of iron and glass. It is true that 
there are very narrow corner piers of masonry 
and spandrels of masonry. One might have 
expected, but for the intervention of a new 
Building Code, that in the City of London, 
with its narrow and dark lanes, the commercial 
architects would have proceeded rapidly to 
rival this, but in actual fact that did not occur. 
One reason, as I have said, may be the 
restrictions of the Building Code, and another 
reason undoubtedly was that the extreme 
lightness and apparent fragility of this sort 
of construction was unsympathetic to the 
tastes of the High Victorian period. 


A WORK OF GENIUS 


Many of the ideas and solutions which 
Sullivan was to come to, however, had been 
approached at least in this country in the 
1850s and 1860s. An example is Oriel 
Chambers in Liverpool (Fig. 2), of 1864, by 
some unknown genius. I say “‘ unknown” 
because although it was discussed, generally 
negatively, in the Press at the time that it was 
built, the architect’s name was never given. 
Here the articulated construction has gone. 
The masonry piers are reduced to very 
narrow proportions, so that they do not do 
more than clad the metal members behind. 
The windows are a series of oriels obviously 
entirely framed, cantilevered, in metal, and 
the wall surfaces of this very modest structure 
are very close to the devices which came to 
grandiose fruition in Chicago in the 18gos. 

I do not for a moment mean to say that 
Sullivan visited Liverpool and sat at the feet 
of this unknown genius; I merely wish to 
point out that the conditions of commercial 
architecture, its problems, what was possible 
and what was not possible with a metal 
skeleton, which requires some sort of masonry 
protection from the danger of fire, led to 
parallel solutions. Because in the days before 
the use of the lift they led to very modest 
solutions, they have never until very recently 
attracted much attention, whereas in America 
the association of the development of com- 
mercial architecture from the 1870s onwards 
with increasing height gave these buildings 


prominence and gave their architects the 
assurance to design them. 


A LOST LINK 


The link across the ocean cannot be found. 
There is a link, particularly in the work of 
Richardson, with the arcaded commercial 
facades which consisted of row on row of 
masonry arches, and there are various pieces 
of evidence that in the absence, before 1876, 
of periodicals of their own—and even after 
that there was not much publication of com- 
mercial work—Americans necessarily studied 
and utilised what they saw of commercial 
architecture in the British magazines ; but 
the extraordinary thing is that the buildings 
which may seem to us historically most 





Auditorium Building, Chicago. Adler and Sullivan (1886). 
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significant, such as I have been showing you, 
do not appear in the magazines. It is, of 
course, possible that architects may have seen 
them, but I think that it is more plausible ty 
believe that it is a matter of parallelism, anq 
that when this later maturity of commercia| 
architecture came in America, beginning jp 
1870, which for some reason or another reached 
the point of stasis beyond which there was no 
important development of commercial design, 
parallel situations led to parallel results. 

We come now to the beginning of the work 
of Adler and Sullivan, the work of Sullivan 
first as an employee of Adler’s and then, 
within a year or two, as his partner. Sullivan’ 
first building of consequence was the Roths.- 
child Store in Chicago of 1880-81 (Fig. 3), 
It is a building of no particular height ; we 
have not yet reached the point at which height 
becomes of consequence. It is only two 
major bays wide, and “‘turgid”’ is hardly 
strong enough for what is going on at the 
top; but Sullivan’s work is completely 
outside any stylism, even that of High Vic. 
torian Gothic, and he is clearly feeling his 
way towards a new type of expression, a 
differentiation between the cladding of the 
pier and the slighter forms of the mullions, 
and a vertical continuity expressed in the 
mullions. The theme of the continuous 
vertical mullions of the Rothschild Store can 
be followed almost to the end of his great 
period, while his very last work takes up 
rather the theme of the horizontal bays which 
we find in the Troescher Building (Fig. 4). 

Al this was taking place in a city, which 
was not precisely a frontier city, but one 
which was still fairly raw and proud of it. 
There was very little architecture following 
any of the standard traditional patterns in the 
Chicago of the 1870s and 1880s. There was 
very little architecture, frankly, of any par- 
ticular pattern of design. However interesting 
from the point of view of what was coming, 
however premonitory these early buildings 
of Sullivan’s may be, it can hardly be claimed 
that they are very beautiful or excellent 
specimens of architectural design. 

It was in 1883, with the Montauk Block, 
by Burnham and Root, that Chicago buildings 
first began to rival New York buildings in 
height. In 1884 came the Home Insurance 
Building by LeBaron Jenney. These two 
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Fig. 7. Tacoma Building (1887-89). 
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buildings show the strange twist which tech- 
nical development was taking at this point, 
so remote from the experimentation with 
expression which we have seen in the Sullivan 
buildings. 


RICHARDSON’S MASTERPIECE 


It was at this point that there came to 
Chicago Richardson’s masterpiece, the 
Marshall Field wholesale store (Fig. 5). It 
was the first time that Chicago had seen archi- 
tecture in the grand manner. This architec- 
ture is, of course, related here and there to 
the architecture of the Middle Ages, but 
essentially it represents that ideal of the com- 
mercial palace which English and later Ameri- 
can architects had been striving for for almost 
530 years. The superb rhythms, the clarity 
with which the arcades are organised, the rich- 
textured surfaces, the grandeur of the simple 
cornice, were all a revelation to the Chicagoans, 
and a contrast to the turgidity of Sullivan’s 
ornamentation and to the banal confusions 
and clichés of the architects who were more 
essentially engineers. 

Richardson’s building led all the Chicago 
architects to seek some sort of overall organisa- 
tion of their design. The Rookery building 
by Burnham and Root (1885-86) has its place 
in the technical story, because the interiox 
walls of the court follow the new technical 
mode and are carried by the interior metal 
skeleton, but the exterior walls are of solid 
masonry. Burnham and Root, however, tried 
to use the device of the tall arcade to organise 
these facades. Very little of the grace and 
ease and grandeur and noble proportions of the 
Marshall Field store has come across, but the 
disorder of the Montauk Block is left behind. 

Adler and Sullivan also embarked on a 
tremendous project for a building with a 
hotel, an office building and an opera house, 
known as the Auditorium project, and they 
seem to be absorbing step by step Richard- 
sonian ideals. The first project, of 1886, 
is still highly picturesque (Fig. 6) with its 
tall roofs and turrets, but if we look at it more 
Closely, we can see that the Richardsonian 
theme has been extended ; the tall arcades 
and the Richardsonian roof masonry have 
been used to give weight and dignity, ind in 
the oriels another step in technical develop- 
ment was made, self-supporting metal carry- 
ing a cladding of terracotta. At this point 
We see that much of the crudity of Sullivan’s 
early work has gone, but it is as yet not 
teplaced by any very strong personal expres- 
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sion. Moreover, the build- 
ing is not of skyscraper 
construction ; and therefore, 
although it is legitimate that 
it should have an expres- 
sion similar to that of the 
Marshall Field building, it 
is not a contribution towards 
the major problem of finding 
a proper expression for the 
new type of construction. 


THE TACOMA 
BUILDING 


Much more significant 
in terms of the overall story 
is the Tacoma Building 
(Fig. 7), by two young men, 
Holabird and Roche, of 
1887-89, the same years as 
those in which the Audi- 
torium was being built. 
Although not entirely of 
skyscraper skeleton’ con- 
struction—the end walls are 
solid masonry, and there are 
solid masonry partitions— 
there are metal columns 
which carry the cladding, 
and, what is more, this is 
shown, which it is not in 
the Home Insurance Build- 
ing. Jenney seems to have 
fallen in accidentally with 
this type of construction, 
but Holabird and Roche, 
following on what Burnham 
and Root had done, knew 
what they were doing and seem to have 
sought to give a new lightness, a much greater 
amount of glass area, and at the same time 
they were picking up a few rather superficial 
Richardsonian touches. 


THE GUARANTY BUILDING 


We now come to what is probably Sullivan’s 
masterpiece, the Guaranty Building in Buffalo 
(Fig. 8). He split with his partner Adler at 
this time, and that may or may not have 
been of consequence. Of more consequence 
to-day is the fact that while most of Sullivan’s 
buildings in Chicago and St. Louis are 
surrounded by taller, later buildings, this one 
still stands more or less isolated, so that we 
can realise, as we realise with later and taller 
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Fig. 8. Guaranty Building, Buffalo (1894-95). Terra- 


cotta facing. 


buildings, that the slab can be monumental 
provided that it has space about it. 

An interesting comparison of Sullivan as 
an architect with men who were very able 
technicians is seen in the Gage Buildings 
(Fig. 9). Two had facades by Holabird and 
Roche, simple, straightforward and uninterest- 
ing, and the third is by Sullivan. The profiling 
of the piers and the subtle subdivision of the 
windows show that Sullivan saw, in the only 
field of architecture in which he operated, the 
fullest architectonic possibilities. 


END OF A CHAPTER 


We now approach the end of Sullivan’s 
productive career. He was destined to live 
on, but his great work was over by 1900. In 
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Fig. 9. The Gage Building (right) and its neighbours. 
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the Mayer Building of 1899 we find him 
reverting to a horizontal expression, in which 
he may have been influenced by an unexe- 
cuted project of Wright’s of 1895. This 
building of Sullivan’s still stands and remains 
as the last, though I think not the greatest, 
of his work. The skin is apparently continu- 
ous, and the horizontal openings are varied to 
their maximum. Instead of the cutting away 
of the ground storey we have the cutting away 
of the upper storey, where the line of the 
actual piers becomes visible again. The lower 
storeys are treated as vast picture windows 
surrounded by incredible elaboration in cast- 
iron, a strange approach and in the 1920s 
disliked by everybody. At that time people 
wanted it scraped off, and in the last few years 
it has been scraped off, because it was breaking 
and falling on people’s heads; but getting 
rid of it has not improved the look of the 
building. 

There followed in Chicago, though not 
immediately, a reversion to the New York 
idea of the design of towers and silhouettes, 
and that continued in the first important 
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Fig. 10. Lake Shore Appartments, Chicago. 
Mies van der Rohe. 


competition for a Chicago skyscraper, that for 
the Tribune Tower in 1922. That brought in 
a design from an architect now settled in 
America, Gropius, and Adolf Meyer, in 
which the almost forgotten theme of horizontal 
windows returned, though German archi- 
tects actually picked it up from a small 
ferro-concrete warehouse of no_ particular 
distinction which occupied a contiguous site ; 
but the ‘‘ Chicago windows,” as they are 
called, would seem to suggest that they had 
some knowledge of the classical period of 
skyscraper design in the 1890s and the 
opening years of this century. 

To link us even further with the present, I 
will end with a photograph of the last tall 
buildings built in Chicago, the Lake Shore 
Drive apartments of Mies van der Rohe 
(Fig. 10), in which the theme of the horizontal 
bay appears, combined with the Sullivan 
theme of the continuous vertical mullion. 
The treatment here is perhaps closer to 
another Frank Lloyd Wright project of 1895, in 
which we see the continuous  mullion 
differentiated from the piers. I have not 
implied that Sullivan knew of or was con- 
sciously following the work of the English 
architects of the 1850s and 1860s, an#é so it is 
unnecessary for me to say that I do not imply 
that Mies is consciously following Sullivan ; 
it is merely that like circumstances have 
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again produced like, or at least very similar, 
results ; and thus we have the Chicago sky- 
scraper, after these many years, triumphing 
over the New York skyscraper, as represented 
by such buildings in New York as the United 
Nations and Lever House. 


VOTE OF THANKS 


Mr. JOHN SUMMERSON, CBE, ARIBA, who 
proposed a vote of thanks, said that Professor 
Hitchcock’s book on the first stage of Victorian 
architecture was coming out either late this 
year or early next year, covering the period 
up to 1855. It would be an extremely interesting 
book, the first serious historical survey of the 
period. 

With regard to the lecture, we seemed to 
have arrived at a point where it was quite 
apparent that the few most recent and most 
spectacular leaders in modern architecture, 
Le Corbusier and others, were not necessarily 
the best points of departure for anything 
new and there was great importance in 
knowing, and knowing fairly intimately, the 
whole corpus of achievement in the modern 
movement. ‘‘ After all,’ said Mr. Summerson, 
‘‘ what is ‘contemporary’? Is ‘ contempor- 
ary’ just to-day or yesterday, or a fortnight 
ago, or is it going back to 1925 ? What does 
‘contemporary’? mean? I think that the only 
logical meaning is anything to do with the 
whole movement, in its broadest sense, in 
which architects are at the present time 
working ; and to know this movement, to 
look back and see it moving through time in 
varied forms, is the best historic education 
that any architect can have. It is the kind 
of historic education he most immediately 
needs.” 

Mr. T. W. (FELLO) ATKINSON, ARIBA, 
who seconded, said that Sullivan’s autobio- 
graphy, called ‘‘ The Autobiography of an 
Idea,’’ revealed some interesting facts, one 
being that the first building that ever really 
impinged on his mind was in fact a Richardson 
building, the Brattle Street church at 
Boston. One was apt to forget that the 
American architects of the nineteenth century 
had in many ways a very much more formal 
architectural education than did our own. 
We so often considered them to be largely 
in the LeBaron Jenney tradition, people who 
had done well in the Civil War and set up in an 
engineering business and who were in Chicago 
at the right time ; but men such as Richardson 
and Sullivan had this quite severe and organ- 
ised architectural training at the Beaux 
Arts, so that in some ways they were, or should 
have been, more sophisticated than many 
English architects. 

“To me,” concluded Mr. Atkinson, “‘ the 
important facts about Sullivan are his superb 
craftsmanship and quality, which he got from 
Richardson, and this tremendous luck or 
realisation of his own position in relationship 
to an architecture within a pioneering, develop- 
ing area.” 


NEW YORK PROFECT 


CONSTRUCTION is to begin this autumn 
in mid-town Manhattan of the largest 
commercial building to be erected in New 
York since the Rockefeller Centre in the 
early 1930s. 

The building is to be a 42-storey 
structure in the form of an oblong set on 
end, which, with wings of 15 storeys on two 
sides, will occupy the entire block bounded 
by 41st and 42nd Streets and Lexington 
and Third Avenues. It will be near the 
77-storey Chrysler and 56-storey Chanin 
buildings. Its estimated cost is 45m. dols. 
to 50m. dols. 

The architects of the building are 
Harrison and Abramowitz, who had a 
large part in designing the United Nations 
headquarters. 
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BOOKS 


«x Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “ The Builder,” 4, Catherine. 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





MERCERS’ HALL. By Arthur E. Rayden, 
London: Country Life, Ltd. 


_Mercers’ HALL and premises in Cheap- 
side were destroyed by fire as a result of 
enemy action on May 11, 1941. The build. 
ings, which were of considerable architec. 
tural interest, replaced those burned down 
in the Great Fire of 1666, and had been 
designed by Edward Jarman who, however, 
died before building could begin; the work 
was carried out by his successor, John 
Oliver, and completed in 1682. Alterations 
and additions were made from time to time. 
notably in 1814 and in 1878, when Cheap. 
side was widened and a new front built: 
Restoration work was carried out in 1926 
by the late Sir Frank Baines. 

This book, the work of a past-master of the 
company, consists of well-written descriptive 
notes on the various features of the build- 
ings as they existed in 1941, together with 
28 whole-page plates of photographic illus- 
trations beautifully reproduced in half-tone. 
The chief interiors are the Hall itself, notable 
for its splendid oak panelling and carving, 
a richly decorative plaster ceiling, and some 
mural paintings by A. C. Conrade; the large 
court room, the small court room, the 
chapel, and the ambulatory, the last-named 
contrasting in its bare simplicity with the 
richness of most of the other interiors. 

This is a valuable record of a notable 
example of late seventeenth-century archi- 
tecture. It is to be regretted, however, that 
the exterior is not shown and there are no 
plans. The book is published in a limited 
edition and no price is given. GJH 


PORTER AND FENTON’S PUBLIC HEALTH LAW 
IN QUESTION AND ANSWER. Fifth Edition, 
by J. Greenwood Wilson, MD, FRCP, 
DPH, Medical Officer of Health for 
Cardiff. (London: H. K. Lewis and Co.) 
Pp xxvi, 342. Price 27s. 6d. 


PREVIOUS EDITIONS of this book have 
appeared under the title of “ Sanitary Law.” 
Explaining the change, Dr. Greenwood 
Wilson says that there is no possible justi- 
fication for it etymologically, but that the 
majority view has been accepted in altering 
the title to “ Public Health.” The new title 
does, undoubtedly, better express the 
popular understanding of the subject matter. 

The term “public health law” is not, 
however, at all precise. In recent years Ww 
have seen the introduction of a compreher 
sive national health service and a corres 
ponding extension in the allied soci 
services. The public Health Acts, have how: 
ever, always covered a wider field than th 
immediate suppression of disease. Thi 
construction of sewers and drains, buildin: 
by-laws, new streets, the adoption of privat: 
streets are all dealt with by the Publi 
Heaith Acts. The Housing Acts may all 
" regarded as a branch of public heall 
aw. 

These topics and others of interest to tl 
building industry are dealt with in this nei 
edition of Porter and Fenton. The book § 
written with a strong local authority back 
ground, and is clearly intended primarily # 
an examination text book for students " 
the local government field of public heal! 
administration. AET 
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fier new building is the fourth Corn 

Exchange to be erected on the 
Company’s property in Mark-lane, and 
occupies approximately half the site area 
of the previous building. 


The seed market is to be rebuilt to form 
an annexe to the new exchange, as shown 
on the plan, and followed by the erection 
of a eight-storey office block on the south 
side of the Exchange. 


New exchange halls to be formed at the 
west and east, on the Mark-lane and 
Seething-lane frontages respectively, will 
provide access to the markets, and lifts 
and staircases for the upper floors. The 
Company’s offices, with members’ rooms 
and subscription room, will be planned on 
the ground floor, on the south side of the 
new Exchange. 


The walls of the new Exchange are 
faced with Botticino marble, with banding 
of Issorie green marble and the floor 
is of Rhodesian teak. 


The roof light was dictated by the 
necessity for the maximum natural light- 
ing which is essential for examination and 
selection of samples. 


The following is a list of sub-contractors: 

Structural steelwork, Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd. ; 
reinforced concrete work, Phillips Floors, Lta. ; heating, 
hot water and ventilation, Norris Warn.ing Co., Ltd. ; 
electrical work, Higgins and Cattle, Ltd.; asphalt, 
Kent Asphalte Co.; purpose made metal sashes, 
Standard Metal Window Co., Ltd.; lantern and roof 
lights, W. H. Heywood and Co., Ltd.; marble work, 
J. Whitehead and Sons, Ltd.; fibrous plaster work, 
Dejongs, Ltd.; wood block flooring, Acme Flooring 
an-. Paving Co. (1904), Ltd. 


MARK LANE 


The site and development plan. 
is completed. Stage 2 (the Seed Market) will follow. Stage 3 (which 


The Corn Exchange Hall. 


REBUILDING OF THE CORN EXCHANGE HALL, CITY OF LONDON 


Architect: TERENCE E. HEYSHAM, FRIBA 
Associate Architect: E. W. BESTOW, ARIBA 
Builders: JOHN GREENWOOD, LTD 
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Stage 1, the Corn Exchange Hall, 


includes the 8-storey block) is the final project. 
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Frontage to Gallery-road. 


Dulwich College Picture Gallery 


Restoration after War Damage 


Architects : 


AUSTIN VERNON, FRIBA, and RUSSELL G. D. VERNON, MBE, ARIBA 


Consulting Architects : 


The late ARTHUR F. DAVIS, RA, FRIBA, succeeded by EDWARD MAUFE, RA, FRIBA 


Quantity Surveyors : 


F. N. FALKNER & PARTNERS 


Dees College Picture Gallery, one 
of the few remaining works of Sir 
John Soane, was very badly damaged 
by a flying bomb in July, 1944. It was 
decided that the gallery should be rebuilt 
according to Soane’s design, and Mr. 
Austin Vernon, FRIBA, was appointed 
to carry out the work, with the late Mr. 
Arthur J. Davis, RA, FRIBA, as honorary 
consultant architect. Later Mr. Russell 
Vernon, MBE, ARIBA, continued the 
work, with Mr. Edward Maufe, RA, 
FRIBA, as honorary consultant architect, 
after the death of Mr. Davis. The rebuilt 
gallery was opened by Queen Elizabeth, the 
Queen Mother, on April 27. 

Dulwich Gallery was formed in 1626 


Builders : 


by a bequest of pictures by the founder 


of the College, Edward Alleyn, the 
Elizabethan and Jacobean actor and 
contemporary of Shakespeare. The 


pictures were originally housed in the 
old College building in Dulwich Village. 
Later, Sir Peter Francis Bourgeois, RA, 
who died in 1811, bequeathed to the 
College the whole of his great collection 
of pictures (which included a collection 
left to him by his friend Noel Joseph 
Desenfans), together with a sum _ of 
money to erect a gallery to contain them 
and a mausoleum to hold his remains as 
well as those of Desenfans and his wife. 
Joseph Desenfans was a most successful 
picture dealer, who had been commis- 


W. 7. MITCHELL & SON, LTD. 


General Foreman : 


A. C. HOWES 


sioned to form a collection for the King 
of Poland, for which he was never paid. 
It appears that he disliked the idea ot 
being put under ground, and Bourgeois, 
for whom Soane had already designed 2 
mausoleum adjacent to his house in 
Charlotte-street, Portland-place, directed 
that the one to be built at Dulwich should 
be similar in character. The gallery 
and mausoleum were accordingly com- 
pleted at Dulwich in 1811-14 and the 
remains of the three friends were placed 
in sarcophagi in the chapel. 
The collection of pictures has since 
increased by several further gifts and the 
gallery has been altered and enlarged on 
several occasions. As originally built, tt 
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consisted of a sequence of five galleries, 
three square and two oblong, with alms- 
houses on either side of the mausoleum 
and in projecting wings at each side. 
Soane intended a building similar to the 
mausoleum chapel to be erected on the 
other (east) side to be used as a library 
and so complete the duality of the design. 
This, however, was not built, nor was a 
colonnade between wings, shown in an 
early plan. However, when new alms- 
houses were built in the middle of the 
nineteenth century, those at the gallery 
were converted into picture galleries 
now numbered 6, 7, 8 and 9, and 
during the present century further 
galleries were added on the other side 
of the main sequence in a manner similar 
to Soane’s original design. In the re- 
building all these have been retained and 
a new entrance balancing the mausoleum 
has been built. The gallery building is now, 
therefore, virtually symmetrical about 
both axes. The old entrance at the 
south end, constructed in the late nine- 
teenth century, has been removed and 
the main approach to the gallery is now 
from College-road through some simple 
but well-designed wrought-iron gates on 
the axis. 


The rebuilding is a great success in 
every respect, the architects having pre- 
served Soane’s design in its integrity, 
incorporating everything that remained 
— intact of the old building. All the 





Right: Detail of new entrance, College- 
road _ frontage. Below: Frontage to 
College-roa 1. 
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Right : The mausoleum. 


subtleties of the design have been carefully 
reproduced. The pedestals which had 
been removed from their positions one on 
either side of the mausoleum exterior 
have been replaced; according to one of 
Soane’s RA lecture diagrams these were 
intended to carry statues, but apparently 
never did. ‘The chimney-stacks and flues 
which show above the roof line belonged 
originally to the almshouses and were re- 
built ; as they no longer serve a functional 
purpose it was suggested that they 
should be demolished, but the architects 
decided that as they were part of Soane’s 
original design they should be sealed off 
and retained. The elevations are of 
excellent stock brickwork, the dressings, 
mausoleum lantern, urns and decorative 
sarcophagi being in Portland stone. The 
roof was covered with old lead but is now 
re-covered with copper. 





The central sequence of galleries pro- 
vides a fine vista of arched openings, each 
gallery being top-lighted by a lantern 
surmounting a plaster lunette vault. The 
plastered walls of these galleries are left in 
their natural slate-grey colour which makes 
an excellent background for the pictures ; 
and the general effect is heightened by 
the gilding of the trefoil beads of the arched 
openings and by the fine pieces of antique 
furniture with well-displayed vases of 
flowers. Even the rope guards drooping 
gracefully from curved metal supports add 
adecorative touch. The stools in the main 
galleries were designed by Soane. The 
side galleries are also  top-lighted 
(some having side lighting as well), the 
walls and ceilings being off-white distem- 
per. The windows in the galleries on 
the south side of the mausoleum have 
been reinstated after having been bricked 
up for the past hundred years. All 
floors are of cork laid on concrete. In the > 
reconstruction, advantage has been taken ile ta Se 
of the opportunity to provide in the north 
wing of the east front some needed accom- 
modation, i.e., on the ground floor a — 
picture store and a women’s lavatory, with For : 

a workshop and men’s lavatory above. 





The mausoleum, which is shut off from 
the gallery circulation by a glazed door, 
is in two parts—the first an antechamber, 
with a sunk marble floor surrounded by 
six dark Doric columns supporting a 2 ee . ; 
circular entablature carrying a shallow ie = 2S ttf 
saucer dome with a Minerva head in the . 
centre surrounded by rosetted coffers ; : 
and the second the lantern-lighted sepul- gicizizizis £ 
| chre itself, providing, behind arches, spaces ‘ 

for the sarcophagi, that of Bourgeois 
on the axis and those of Desenfans and 



































his wife left and right. The arches, 
which carry the lantern, have delicate 


Right : new entrance gates from College- 
road. 
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patere in their soffits. All the detail of 
the mausoleum is in fibrous plaster copied 
from the bits and pieces salved from the 
wreckage. ‘The Doric columns, which are 
the wood originals, have been repaired and 
given an imitation porphyry finish. The 
vases on the tomb of Bourgeois are also 
Soane originals, repaired. The mauso- 
leum, though small, is a place of strange 
impressiveness, giving an added solemnity 
to galleries that carry much of the spell 
of Soane’s peculiar genius. 


During the war the pictures were 
evacuated to the National Library of 
Wales, and they have now been restored 
and cleaned under the direction of Sir 
Gerald Kelly, PRA. The air-condition- 
ing plant, installed by Messrs. G. N. 
Haden and Sons, Ltd., has been designed 
so that the pictures could, if necessary, be 
hung without glazing. For reasons of 
economy, part of the existing installation 
was used, but two-thirds of the gallery is 
provided with floor heating and there is 
no heating surface above floor level. The 
boiler plant consists of two oil-fired 


boilers serving the heating and warm-air 
Special attention was given 


installations. 
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to the cleaning of the air, and primary 
and secondary filters are installed to- 
gether with an air washer which provides 
the required humidity in the galleries. 
The air distribution is by a number of 
high-level directional grilles with low- 
level extract. The plant is housed in an 
independent building with the boiler plant 
and oil-storage tanks on the ground floor 
and the ventilation plant and pumping sets 
on the first floor. Special precautions 
have been taken to ensure that no noise 
is transmitted to the galleries, particularly 
as the current supply available is single- 
phase. The temperature and humidity 
of the galleries are under automatic con- 
trol, which is a special feature of the 
installation. 


Mention should be made of the adjacent 
new chapel cottage which has been built 
by the architects in the Georgian style to 
harmonise with the gallery. Other work 
now in hand includes the _ rebuilding 
of the Chaplain’s house and the recon- 
ditioning of the Chapel and Almshouses. 

The reconstruction of the gallery has 
cost about £60,000, of which sum £20,000 
came from the Pilgrim ‘Trust and 
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£30,000 from the War Damage Comm. 
sion. 

The general contractors are Mesgr 
W. J. Mitchell and Son, Ltd., of Dulwic) 
Village, Mr. A. C. Howes being the genera] 
foreman. 


G. J. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were : heating 
and air conditioning, G. N. Haden and Son: 
Ltd.; plastering, W. A. Telling, Ltd,. 
mausoleum and fibrous plaster, G. Jackson 
and Sons, Ltd.; glazing, James Clark anj 
Eaton, Ltd., using Pilkington Bros., Ltd) 
““Tnsulite’’ glazing, and Plyglass, Ltd,; 
‘*Plyglass’’; concrete floors, Siegwart Floor 
Co., Ltd. ; cork flooring, G. Stevenson and 
Co., Ltd. ; stonework, Bath and Portland 
Stone Co., Ltd.; door furniture, Yannedj 
and Co., Ltd. ; electrical work, Barlow ang 
Young, Ltd.; garden work, Knowles and 
Weller, Ltd.; wrought-iron gates and 
standards, William Pickford ; burglar alarm, 
Burgot Rentals, Ltd. ; marble work, Fenning 
and Co., Ltd.; copper roofing, L. Carter 
and Son, Ltd., and Holloway Metal Roof, 
Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, John Bolding ani 
Sons, Ltd.; insulating cork, Structur! 
Waterproofers, Ltd. ; cast-iron grilles, Potter 
Rax, Ltd. ; and steelwork, Matthew 'T’. Shaw 
and €o., Ltd. 
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The mausoleum, looking towards the new entrance. 
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View on long axis, looking through galleries. 


DULWICH COLLEGE PICTURE GALLERY: REBUILDING AFTER WAR DAMAGE 
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The Chapel Cottage 
Dulwich Village 


Architect : 
RUSSELL G. D. VERNON, 
MBE, ARIBA 


Assistant : 
SOHN H. ODAM, ARIBA 


Quantity Surveyors : 
GRIMWADE & AINSLEY 


Builders : 
W.¥ MITCHELL & SON, LTD. 











b hens original building was damaged by enemy action in 1944 at the 
same time as the Dulwich College Picture Gallery, and this cottage 
was redesigned together with other buildings adjoining. Walls are 
11 in. cavity, built in Fletton brickwork rendered, and finished in off- 
white colourwash; the roof is covered with hand-made sand-faced 
plain tiles. "The ground floor is finished with Afromosia wood blocks 
on to the solid ground slab after screeding, except the kitchen and 
cloakrooms which are of red quarry tiles ; the upper floor is boarding 
on wood joists. Walls are finished in hard plaster and the ceiling 
plaster on metal lathing. The front door and all fireplaces were to 
detailed designs prepared by the architect. The water heating is by a 
closed stove in the dining-room which has a back boiler and a gas circu- 
lator in the kitchen for summer use. 


Sub-contractors were : Wood block flooring, Stevens and Adams, Ltd. ; electrical installation, 
Artisans (Electrical), Ltd. ; gas installation, South Eastern Gas Board ; garden work, Knowles 
and Welles, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; Esse ‘‘ 400” stove, Smith 
and Wellstood, Ltd. ; decorative tiles to fireplaces, Packard and Ord; kitchen fittings, Rippers, 
Ltd.; and ironmongery, Comyn Ching and Co. (London), Ltd. 
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Flats at 37-39, Great Ormond-street, WC1 


Architect to Holborn Borough 


S. A. G. COOK, ARIBA 


Deputy Borough Architect : 
E. L. IVES, LRIBA 


Quantity Surveyor : 


OSWALD E. PARRATT, FRICS 


Builder : 
4 PITCHERS, LTD 





HIS small block of flats is erected on the site of 
two war-destroyed houses and closes an 
unsightly gap in this rather attractive street. The 
elevation has been designed to harmonise with the 
terrace of Georgian houses, famous for their historic 
and architectural interest, which abut the site on the 
west. 


Town planning approval to the proposed develop- 
ment was given in February, 1950, and subsequently 
plans were prepared by the Borough Architect and 
were approved by the then Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning in June, 1951. Some 
delay was occasioned in the acquisition of the site 
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and work actually commenced in February, 1952. 

The block comprises tro flats in all, six bed-sitting- 
room flats and four with one bedroom. They are 
arranged two on each floor with a central entrance 
hall and staircase. A feature of the planning is a 
service lobby situated on each floor to the rear of the 
staircase landings which encloses small fuel stores, 
one to each flat, and a one cwt. goods hoist for fuel 
delivery and refuse removal. This hoist also serves 
the basement where additional stores for each flat 
have been provided. 

A small open area at the rear of the block has been 
laid out as a rock garden with a terrace for the use 
of tenants as a sitting-out space. 

The flats themselves each have a small square 
entrance hall off which are planned a combined 
bathroom w.c., a good-sized kitchen (with sufficient 
space for meals to be taken) with access to a small 
private balcony, and the main rooms of the flat, 
either bed-sitting-room or living-room and bedroom, 
as the case may be. 
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The main room in each flat is fitted with a “‘ New 
Marathon ”’ grate which supplies hot water to sink 
and bathroom. This grate is fitted with gas ignition 
and a closure plate for all-night burning. A small 
supplementary gas water heater is fitted over the 
sink in the kitchen. A feature appreciated by 
tenants is the linoleum-tile flooring fitted throughout 
the flats. 


The principal sub-contractors and suppliers were 
as follows :— 


Hollow pot floors and concrete work, Diespekers, Ltd.; 
electrical installation work, Gratte Bros. ; gas installation, 
North Thames Gas Brd. ; plumbing, Lakers, Ltd. ; iron 
balustrades, railings and flower boxes, H. and C. Davis, 
Ltd. ; garden work, St. Marys Contractors, Ltd. ; flat 
roofing, Permanite, Ltd.; kitchen fitments, Cryer and 
Pollard ; lino tiled floors, Runnymede Rubber Co., Ltd. ; 
electric hoist, Hammond and Champness ; fireplaces 
and surrounds, Broad and Co., Ltd.; artificial stone 
surrounds to windows, etc., Girlings’ Ferro-Concrete Co., 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, H. and C. Davis, Ltd. ; sanitary 
ware, John Bolding and Sons. 





























Ground- and upper-floor plans. 


FLATS AT 37-39, GREAT ORMOND STREET, WC1 
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PRACTICE ARBITRATION AT THE AA—1 
Claim on Delay of Completion of Building 


A PRACTICE ARBITRATION, held in 
conjunction with the Institute of 
Arbitrators, took place at the Architectural 
Association last session. Mr. A. R. F. 
ANDERSON, FRIBA, then President of the 
AA, introduced Mr. Charles Woodward, who 
was to act as Arbitrator. 

Mr. CHARLES WoopDwarD, ARIBA, ex- 
plained that before the hearing, which was 
now about to begin, there would have been 
certain interlocutory proceedings such as 
applications for “further and better par- 
ticulars.’ Counsel never seemed to be 
satisfied with the particulars given by the 
other side and made constant applications 
for further and better particulars, much to 
the dismay of many Arbitrators. 

The Points of Claim, Points of Defence, 
Counterclaim, Reply to Points of Defence 
and Defence to Counterclaim follow, and 
are followed by an abbreviated account of 
the proceedings in the usual form. 

The proceedings of the practice arbitra- 
tion were as follows :— 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ARBITRATION ACT, 
1950, AND IN THE MATTER OF AN ARBITRA- 
TION BETWEEN R. BUILDER (CLAIMANT) AND 
THE SWAPPING BOROUGH COUNCIL (RE- 
SPONDENTS) 
34, 35, 36, Bedford Square, 
London, W1, 
January 21, 1953. 


BEFORE 
Mr. CHARLES WoopwarpD (ARBITRATOR). 


Mr. J. Fox ANDREWS appeared as Counsel 
for the Claimant. 


Mr. PETER McNair appeared as Counsel 
for the Respondents. 


Mr. CHRISTOPHER MEDLEY sat as Legal 
Adviser. 


POINTS OF CLAIM 


1. By a written Contract in which quanti- 
ties formed part thereof dated November 1, 
1949, and made between the Claimant and 
the Respondents, the Claimant agreed to 
erect a block of flats within 52 weeks from 
November 7, 1949, in consideration of the 
sum of £75,000. 


2. The said works (save those set out 
below) were completed on May 5, 1951, that 
is to say 26 weeks after the date stipulated 
in the said Contract, namely Novem- 
ber 4, 1950. 


3. By Clause 18 (a) of the said Contract 
P, Architect, the agent of the Respondents 
at all materia] times, was under a duty to 
make a fair and reasonable extension of 
time for completion of the said works where 
the Claimant was unable, for reasons beyond 
his control, to secure labour and materials 
as might be essential and such inability 
resulted in the said works being delayed. 

4.The said works were delayed for a 
period of 16 weeks by reason of the 
Climant’s inability for reasons beyond his 
control to secure certain labour and materials 
but the Respondents’ said Agent in breach 
of his duty set out in Paragraph 3 hereof 
has failed to make a fair and reasonable 
extension of time for completion in that he 
only made an extension of eight weeks. 


PARTICULARS 
(a) Delay of 16 weeks and reasons therefor. 
Lack of carpenters ... 12 weeks 
Inability to secure aggregate ... 4 weeks 


(b) Extension allowed by the Respondents’ 
said Agent and reason therefor. 


Lack of Carpenters 8 weeks 


5. By Clauses 18 and 18 (vi) of the said 
Contract the Respondents’ said Agent was 
under a duty to make a fair and reasonable 
extension of time for completion where the 
said works were delayed by reason of the 
Claimant not having received in due time 
necessary instructions from the Respondents’ 
said Agent for which the Claimant had 
specifically applied in writing. 

6. On September 30, 1949, the Claimant 
wrote to the Respondents’ said Agent 
requesting him to give instructions for 
placing the order with all nominated sub- 
contractors. 


7. Notwithstanding the said written request 
the Respondents’ said Agent failed to give 
the necessary instructions for the Placing of 
the Order for the Electrical sub-contract 
until June 30, 1950, whereby the said works 
were delayed for a period of ten weeks, 


8. In breach of his duty under Paragraph 
5 hereof the Respondents’ said Agent refused 
to make an extension of time for completion 
therefor. The Respondents’ said Agent gave 
an extension of four weeks under Clauses 
18 and 18 (vii) of the said Contract. 


9. By reason of the premises the Respon- 
dents’ action in deducting £840 being 
14 weeks’ liquidated damages at £60 per 
week was wrongful and the Claimant claims 
the same. 


10. Further by reason of the said breach 
by the Respondents’ said Agent under 
Clauses 18 and 18 (vi) the Claimant has 
suffered damage and has been put to loss 
and expense. 


Additional expenses incurred by the necessity 
of remaining on the said site for ten weeks 
being £104 a week for ten weeks ... £1,040. 


11. In the alternative (if which is denied) 
the Respondents’ said Servant or Agent was 
not in breach of Clauses 18 and 18 (vi) then 
the Claimant claims the said sum of £1,040 
under Clauses 1 and 18 (v) of the said 
Contract. 


12. By Clause 25 A (b) of the said Con- 
tract it was agreed that in the event of rates 
of wages increasing, the net increase of such 
wages should be added to the Contract sum 
and be paid to the Claimant. 


13. During the course of the said works, 
certain wage rates increases were made in 
the month of February 1951 whereby the 
Claimant was put to added expense between 
the commencement of such increase and 
May 5, 1951, amounting to £102 14s. 10d. 


14. By Clause 1 (e) of the said Contract 
in the month of May 1951 the Respondents’ 
said Agent gave written “Architect’s Instruc- 
tions” postponing the decoration of the said 
block of flats. 

15. By Clause 1 of the said Contract in 
the month of December 1951 the Respon- 
dents’ said Agent gave written “ Archi- 
tect’s Instructions” directing the Claimant 
to carry out the said decoration work. 


16. In accordance with the said “ Archi- 
tect’s Instructions ” the Claimant commenced 
the said decoration work on December 31, 
1951, which was completed on March 8, 1952. 


17. By reason of compliance with the said 
“ Architect’s Instructions” the Claimant has 
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been put to loss and expense amounting to 
£1,878 10s. 8d. and the Claimant claims the 
same under Clause 1 of the said Contract. 


18. In the alternative £40 19s. of the said 
sum of £1,878 10s. 8d. was in respect of 
added expense to which the Claimant was 
put between February, 1952, and March 8, 
1952, by reason of wage rate increases made 
in the month of February, 1952. 


19. The Respondents have failed to pay 
to the Claimant the said sum _ of 
£1,878 10s. 8d. in breach of the said Clause. 


20. The Respondents have failed to pay 
the said sum of £102 14s. 10d. in breach of 
Clause 25 A (1) (b). 


21. If (which is denied) the Claimant is 
not entitled to the sum of £40 19s. under 
Clause 1 of the said Contract the Claimant 
is entitled to the same under Clause 25 A 


(1) (b). 


AND THE CLAIMANT CLAIMS :— 
Under Paragraph 9 £840. 


Under Paragraph 10 alternatively Para- 
graph 11 £1,040. 


Under Paragraph 19 £1,878 10s. 8d, alter- 
natively Paragraph 12 for £40 19s. 
thereof. 


Under Paragraph 20 £102 14s. 10d. 


POINTS OF DEFENCE AND 
COUNTERCLAIM 


POINTS OF DEFENCE 


1. The Respondents admit Paragraphs 1, 
2, 3, 5, 6, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 of the Points 
of Claim. 


2. Save that the Respondents admit that 
their said Agent made an extension for the 
period and for the reason alleged Paragraph 
4 of the Points of Claim is denied. The 
said delay was caused by reason of inade- 
quate site organisation and/or other reasons 
within the Control of the Claimant. 


3. The Respondents deny that the said 
works were delayed for the reasons alleged 
in Paragraphs 7 and 8 of the Points of 
Claim. Further the said letter did not 
specifically apply for instructions regarding 
the electrical sub-contract. The Respondents 
admit the last sentence of Paragraph 8 of 
the Points of Claim. 


4. By reason of the premises the Respon- 
dents say that the said deductions were 
proper and deny that the Claimant is en- 
titled to the sums claimed in Paragraphs 9 
and 10 of the Points of Claim or any other 
sum. 


5. The Respondents deny that the Claimant 
is entitled to make the claim alleged in 
Paragraph 11 of the Points of Claim under 
Clauses 1 and 18 (v) of the said Contract. 


6. If (which is denied) the Claimant is 
entitled to any extension under Paragraph 8 
of the Points of Claim, the Respondents deny 
that the Claimant is entitled to the sum of 
£104 per week as alleged but only to £92 
per week. 


7. The Respondents admit that they are 
indebted to the Claimant in the sum of 
£1,837 11s. 8d. in respect of decoration work. 
They deny that the Claimant is entitled to 
the sum of £40 19s. or any other sum 
under Clause 1, or to the sums of £40 19s. 
and £102 14s. 10d. or any other sums under 
Clause 25 A (1) (b). : 


COUNTERCLAIM 


8. By Clause 12 of the said Contract the 
Claimant was under a duty to make good 
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faults which might appear within the Defect 
Liability period stated in the Appendix 
thereto, being six months from the date of 
practical completion of the said works, 
namely from March 8, 1952. 


9. In April 1952 faults appeared in the 
said decoration work due to materials and 
workmanship not in accordance with the 
said Contract. 

10. The Claimant has failed to make good 
the said faults in breach of Clause 12 and 
the Respondents have been thereby put to 
expense amounting to £749 15s. 6d. 


AND THE RESPONDENTS COUNTERCLAIM the 
sum of £749 15s. 6d. 


REPLY TO POINTS OF DEFENCE AND 
DEFENCE TO COUNTERCLAIM 


REPLY TO POINTS OF DEFENCE 


1. Save in so far as the same consists of 
admissions the Claimant joins issue with the 
Respondents upon their Points of Defence. 


POINTS OF DEFENCE TO COUNTERCLAIM 


2. The practical date for completion for 
the said works was May 5, 1951. By reason 
thereof the Defects Liability Period deter- 
mined on November 11, 1951. 


3. The Claimant denies that the alleged or 
any faults appeared as alleged or at all for 
the alleged reasons or that the Respondents 
have suffered the alleged or any damage. 


_ 4. If (which is denied) the Respondent has 
suffered damage for the reasons alleged the 
Claimant denies that he is liable therefor 
under Clause 12, 


5. Further or in the alternative the 
Claimant denies that the Respondents’ said 
Agent gave any “ Architect’s instructions ” in 
accordance with the requirements of the said 
Clause 12. 

Mr. Fox-ANDREWS: It is important, Sir, 
that I should refer to the background of 
this matter, and in particular to the dates 
on which certain happenings occurred. Mr. 
Builder’s tender for the erection of this 
block of flats was accepted on September 29, 
1949, and the following day Mr. Builder 
wrote to the Architect—who was, of course, 
the Agent for the Swapping Borough Coun- 
cil—saying: “I shall be glad if you will 
kindly let me have, as soon as possible, 
your instructions for placing the orders with 
all nominated sub-contractors and nomi- 
nated suppliers.” On November 1 the 
RIBA form of contract was signed, and 
possession of the site was given on 
November 7. 


Almost from the outset the builder was 
faced with grave difficulties in procuring 
sufficient carpentry labour, and in March, 
1950, the Architect, under Clause 18 (a) of 
the RIBA form of contract, granted an 
extension of time of eight weeks for this 
reason, but the builder says that the work 
was delayed for a further four weeks by 
lack of carpenters. Moreover, the suppliers 
of aggregate failed to fulfil their promises, 
and the builder found that if he wished to 
get aggregate he would have to pay Ss. 
more per cubic yard. The builder found 
that he could obtain six carpenters from 
Salisbury at an extra cost of £4 per week 
per man and asked the Architect to agree 
to this expense as an extra to the contract, 
but this the architect declined to do. The 
builder refused to bear the additional 
expense, and the work was delayed. 


I have referred to the letter of Septem- 
ber 30, 1949, in which the Architect was 
asked to name “all nominated sub-contrac- 
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tors.” This he did, with the exception of 
the sub-contractor for the electrical work. 
On June 28, 1950, the builder wrote to the 
architect saying that unless the electrical 
sub-contractor was nominated he might be 
forced to exercise his power to determine 
the contract under Clause 20. That at long 
last stimulated the Architect into a little 
activity, and on June 30 he nominated 
Messrs. Electrics, Ltd., but they did not start 
work until July 14, and until then no work 
could be done on the site, entirely due, the 
builder will tell you, to this unnecessary 
delay on the part of the Architect. 


In spite of this, the Architect refused to 
give any extension under Clause 18 (v) of 
the RIBA form of contract, but granted an 
extension of four weeks under Clause 18 (vii), 
on the ground that the electrical sub-con- 
tractors had been delayed on the work when 
they started. The builder says that this is 
nonsense, and that they did their work very 
quickly. You may feel that the Architect, 
while unwilling to accept responsibility, had 
a queasy conscience and therefore granted 
this extension. The total delay due to the 
Architect’s failure to nominate this sub-con- 
tractor was ten weeks. 


The work should have been finished on 
November 4, 1950, but by the extensions 
granted by the Architect the completion date 
became January 27, 1951. Unfortunately, 
by reason of the attitude taken by the Archi- 
tect in all the three matters I have mentioned, 
the work was completed (except for one 
part of it) on May 5, 1951. In February, 
1951, there were considerable wage increases, 
and under Clause 25 A (1) (b) the builder 
is entitled to have added the net~ increases 
of wage rates which may cccur during the 
performance of the contract, but the Archi- 
tect has refused to agree to this. 


On the completion of all save the decora- 
tion work on May 5, the Architect asked 
for a period of seven months to elapse in 
which the work should be allowed to dry 
out before painting, and so the Architect’s 
instructions were not given until November 
or December, 1951, and the decorating work 
began on December 30 and was completed 
about March 3, 1952. During that period 
there was a further wage increase, which the 
Respondents refuse to meet on the ground 
that if the work had been finished by the 
extended completion date then, even with a 
delay of seven months before the decorating 
work began, it would have been finished 
before the second wage increase occurred. 


At the last moment the Respondents have 
raised a very serious allegation against the 
Claimant, which is contained in the Counter- 
claim, alleging faults in the materials and 
workmanship used in the decoration work. 
Unfortunately the builder is unable to pro- 
duce any expert evidence as to workman- 
ship and quality of materials, but he says 
that for the Respondents to be able to 
recover for bad workmanship and bad 
materials under Clause 12 two things are 
necessary : (i) that it should fall within the 
Defects Liability clause, and (ii) that the 
builder should be told to do the work by 
Architect’s instructions. I am told that no 
Architect’s instructions were ever given 
under Clause 1 for the work to be done. 


Mr. Fox-ANDREWS then summarised the 
amounts claimed and added: With regard 
to No. 11 of the Points of Claim, you will 
see that the Claimant says that if he is not 
entitled to the sum of £1,040 under Clause 
18 (vi) he is nevertheless entitled to it under 
Clause 1, on the basis that if a builder is 
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entitled to recover for any additiong| 
expense to which he is put by compliance 
with Architect’s instructions, it follows that 
if by reason of no instructions being given 
he is put to additional expense, all the more 
he is entitled to recover. 


THE ARBITRATOR: With regard to the 
claim for rise of wages, are you saying that 
even if the time should not be extended yoy 
should still get that? 


Mr. Fox-ANDREWS: Yes. I say that if 
it is extended, of course I can get it, but 
even if it is not extended, I am entitled to 
get it under Clause 25 A (1) (b). That 
applies to both rises in wages and materials 
and even more strongly to the second than 
to the first. 

(To be continued) 


* ARCHITECTS’ FAILURES” 


Mr. Marples on “ Outmoded Professional 
Conventions ” 


Mr. A. E. Marptes, MP, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, speaking at Ampthill, 
Bedfordshire, on July 25, said that gener 
ally architects had failed to grasp what few 
opportunities they had had since the war. 

“ Aesthetically they have not been bold 
or convincing, and financially their creations 
have been too costly,” he declared. “ Free. 
dom in building is now likely to broaden, 
Architects should re-orient their outlook and 
design for a country which is no longer 
rich. We need buildings which can be built 
quickly and cheaply, which can be main 
tained at low cost and which have clean, 
simple and attractive lines. 

“It is a great challenge to the architects 
who must widen their outlook and have 
more joint ventures with the builders. Old 
out-moded professional conventions must be 
abandoned and design and construction must 
be ‘ married.’ ” 


IN THE COURSE of a letter to the Observer 
on Mr. Marples’s speech, the President (Mr. 
Howard Robertson, ARA), writes :— 

“Sweeping denigrations are seldom con- 
vincing, but in this case they reflect unjustly 
on a sorely tried profession which has 
struggled against great difficulties of controls 
and restrictions, red tape and shifting stan 
dards fixed not by themselves but often by 
authorities or Government Departments such 
as that which Mr. Marples himself serves, 

“* Buildings are too costly’; so also are 
a hundred other things such as food, fuel, 
transport, motor-cars, clothing and most of 
the necessities of life. The high cost of 
building simply cannot be laid at the door 
of inefficiency in design married to construc 
tion, with both of which the architect i 
rightly concerned. Neither are ‘bold of 
convincing’ buildings readily created with 
second-rate or substitute materials under 
low-cost ceilings and other restrictions 


Nevertheless, there are plenty of post-wa § 


examples of them in schools, industrial 


buildings and housing, in which latter field § 


many excellent examples have been acknow 


ledged in the awards of Housing Medal f 


by Mr. Marples’s own Department. 


“There is no opportunity here to dilat § 


upon Mr. Marples’s advice to architects 10 
work with builders on ‘ joint ventures,’ aad 
abandon ‘their outmoded professional cot 
ventions.” The Royal Institute of British 
Architects will always be happy to discus 
on a suitable occasion whatever Mr. Marple 
may have to suggest in factual vein on thes 





two important but eminently debatabk § 


subjects.” 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE BUILDING TEAM 


A Review of the Parts Played by the Professions and Trades 
By J. E. COOKE, ARICS 


pyuisr awaiting the findings of the 

Robertson Committee inquiring into 
methods of tendering and contract procedure, 
it may be usefui to refresh, if not perhaps 
revise, Some of our own ideas about the 
puilding industry as it functions today. In 
fact, a clear understanding of the parts 
played by the various trades and professions 
gems to be essential before there can be 
any sensible discussion of the problems 
facing us. 

To analyse the rdles of these people in 
detail is not easy for the reason that, as every 
building project is an individual entity in 
itsel{—bearing its own peculiar features and 
having its own particular problems—a differ- 
ent approach in each case is often called for. 
This means that more importance is attached 
to, say, the architect in one job and perhaps 
to the engineer in another. Furthermore, 
the firms engaged in building operations vary 
toa great degree, both in size and perform- 
ance, and what may be said of one will 
not necessarily be true of another. How- 
ever, a pattern of sorts is apparent and this 
allows us to set down a few facts about 
what the various members of the team do 
and, in passing, to comment on features and 
problems which are of fairly general 
application. 


The Building Owner 


With so much of the building today being 
done for local or statutory authorities, one 
is inclined to forget the existence of the 
building owner. But no matter what obscure 
body may be initiating a project, somewhere 
is this “ client ” who is putting up the money 
and for whom the work is really being 
done; “the employer,” as he is referred to 
in many forms of contract. 


Whether it be a committee, a board or 
just a private individual, the building 
owner’s need is to get a building erected as 
economically and quickly as possible and to 
know his ultimate financial commitment 
before the project is got under way. Fulfil- 
ling this need, and at the same time giving 
the building aJl the beauty and delight which 
modern methods and materials will allow, 
is the job of the building industry. 


In many cases the building owner can be 
as big an obstacle to efficiency in the plan- 
ning and organising of a project as any of 
the other obstacles one meets with these 
days; for there are good clients and bad 
ones. The good ones look after themselves 
and the bad ones, it seems, just have to be 
suffered, for they pay the piper and so call 
the tune. 


_ If there is any remedy for this evil it lies 
in the affected parties watching their own 
interests and imposing upon their client the 
responsibility for his actions if he will neither 
listen to nor accept their best advice; this 
means getting all instructions, or changes of 
Instructions, confirmed and indicating quite 
clearly the implications, both financial and 
Contractual, resulting from his imperfections 
or defections. Not an easy solution, I know, 
but a little “ ganging up” by the team may 
elp in this respect, to everyone’s advantage. 


The Architect 


At the top of the tree is the architect or, 


. “7 people will have it, at the root of 
1 a. he . . ! 


But whilst it is something of 








the fashion these days to find fault in every- 
thing that he does, there is no doubt that 
his position is one of supreme importance, 
and merely to call him names such as 
“unpractical artist” gets us nowhere. In 
any case, many are neither artists nor 
unpractical. 


The architect, then, takes the instructions 
of the building owner and, in collaboration 
with his client, designs the functional lay- 
out and provision of accommodation which 
it is required that the building shall have. 
As a corollary, he gives to the building its 
form and shape, and applies his art to 
making it beautiful and satisfying in every 
respect, both in itself and in relation to its 
surroundings. 


Having decided the nature or technique 
of construction to be adopted, and unless 
the building is to be a simple one, the archi- 
tect then sends the small scale outline plans 
to the consultants and specialists firms, and 
the various designs of these people are 
co-ordinated by him, one with the other, into 
a working whole. Around and into this 
co-ordinated design of specialists’ work he 
fits his traditional detail, designs the fit- 
tings, determines the finishes and chooses 
the materials which will give the building 
its ultimate appearance. He also deals with 
the site generally, laying out drains, roads 
and boundary walls, and all the time he is 
concerned with building by-laws and regu- 
lations. 


Whilst building is in progress the archi- 
tect continues to act as the agent of the 
building owner in all matters under the 
contract and at the same time is responsible 
for supervising construction: 


Too Much for One Man? 


From what has just been baldly stated in 
necessarily brief terms, it will be seen that 
the architect’s duties fall into roughly three 
categories, each of which demands a differ- 
ent aptitude or ability on his part. 


Primarily, in order that there may be good 
architecture, he must be an artist or, at 
worst, have at least a knowledge and appre- 
ciation of the artist’s tools and techniques. 
Second, to mould and fit the many parts of 
other people’s designs into the form and 
shape of his own conception, and at the 
same time to fill in all the additional detail, 
is a feat of no mean achievement calling 
for an expert technical knowledge of build- 
ing construction. And lastly, to fulfil the 
function of agent and supervisor under the 
contract means that the architect must 
possess a sound working knowledge and 
understanding of contract law and also have 
the -high pressure dynamic of a first-class 
business man who is capable of getting 
things done. 


This seems to point towards three differ- 
ent types of individual—the artist, the tech- 
nician and the business man, each with an 
entirely different approach to things and 
with mentalities which seem to me in no 
way compatible, at least as far as any one 
man is concerned. Therefore, is it reason- 
able to expect that our architect should be 
all these things at once? I feel that it is 
not only unreasonable, but impossible, for 
in this specialised age a man can only fulfil 
a professional or technical function if he 


215 


has been trained to that end. This means 
that any duties he has not been properly 
trained to perform will, in practice, go by 
default. 


At present the architect, under the con- 
tract, is given complete control and 
authority over the work and is the arbiter 
on most points arising out of the design of 
the building or resulting from the operation 
of the contract. This authority, more or 
less absolute, is given to him on the prin- 
ciple that his is the conception and, there- 
fore, it is for him to control—a sound 
principle which cannot be ignored. The 
question which arises, however, is whether 
the man we want as the designer (in the 
functional and aesthetic sense) is also the 
man we can best expect to control a con- 
tract of such complexity as a _ building 
contract? 

Reverting to the three categories 
previously mentioned—the artist, the tech- 
nician and the business man—the technician, 
in order to clarify the issue, can for the 
moment be removed from the discussion. 
A comparatively easy solution can be found 
to this problem which I shall deal with later. 
We are then left with seeming to want both 
an artist and a business man and, therefore, 
must ask ourselves whether we are going to 
employ two different persons or compromise 
by combining them both into one. 

If we adopt the former method we could 
possibly get, or at least would be able io 
expect to have, a reasonably good artist and 
a fairly sound business man. By com- 
promising, which is what we do nowadays, 
we get either a good artist with no head for 
business or a good business man, but no 
artist; and in between range the average 
types who are neither one thing nor the 
other. 

Employing both an artist and a business 
man we get the ability which we are look- 
ing for, but with the disadvantage of divided 
responsibility. Merging the two into one, 
then by and large we get a man possessing 
only a part of the ability required of him, 
but have at the same time someone in whom 
we can vest absolute authority. 


Once we have made up our minds on this 
score, the problem of dealing with the 
technical work involved in _ preparing 
detailed plans, and the rest, may be found 
easier to solve. My own opinion is that 
there is a need for a body of skilled tech- 
nicians who, with_a thorough knowledge of 
building construction and without necessarily 
having aspirations to become architects 
themselves, are capable of producing really 
satisfactory working drawings and specifica- 
tions. This work cannot be done efficiently 
by boys and young men who are training 
to become, or who may in fact be architects, 
for they seldom have the knowledge, the 
time or the inclination. 


These, then, are a few of the questions 
to which I feel we should give careful con- 
sideration, for until such time as we have 
made up our minds as to what we can 
reasonably expect of an architect, there can 
be no satisfactory answer to the doubts 
about his present training. 


The Consulting Engineer 


Consulting engineers are usually employed 
by the building owner upon the recom- 
mendation of the architect or, alternatively, 
the architect may employ them directly. 
They may be civil or structural engineers, 
heating and ventilating engineers, electrical 
engineers, or may be specialists dealing with 
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such vastly different things as soil mechanics 
or passenger lifts. : 

Within the outline scheme provided by 
the architect, the consultant designs his 
particular piece—whether it be the steel 
framework of the building or the ventilating 
system; prepares the detail drawings and 
produces a specification. He may or may 
not take off the quantities, depending on the 
particular job, but in most cases he obtains 
tenders for the work. During the progress 
of the contract he is also responsible for 
supervising his aspect of the work and settles 
all queries and problems arising out of his 
design. 


Nowadays, consultants are responsible for 
the greater part, if not all, of the technical 
design and construction of many buildings, 
and in their hands lies the knowledge of the 
science and mechanics of building structures. 
And even if these engineers are not giving 
their advice and skill in a professional 
capacity, their services are still being called 
upon as salaried employees of the specialist 
firms who will ultimately be doing the work. 


Consulting engineers, working in a pro- 
fessional capacity, have an important part 
to play these days, provided they can keep 
abreast of technological developments and 
make full use of the valuable research being 
done by specialist firms or groups of indus- 
tries. For their knowledge and ability make 
it possible for the building owner to con- 
trol the design and specification of a major 
part of his building, so allowing him to 
obtain competitive tenders for a greater por- 
tion of the works than otherwise may be 
possible. But to be of real use to the 
building owner the consultants must get 
down to producing really economic designs 
and not content themselves with merely 
providing answers which are safely on the 
right side, structurally or functionally. For 
the advantages of being able to obtain com- 
petitive quotations can be out-weighed if 
the system designed is more expensive than 
it need be. 


What I wish to bring out here is that 
consulting engineers are, to a large degree, 
responsible for determining the cost of most 
of the building or, if not the cost, then the 
extent of the competitive nature of most of 
that cost. The extent of this responsibility 
will, of course, be dependent upon the 
amount of specialist design with which the 
architect will ask others to provide him. So 
that it becomes obvious that the consultants, 
whether professionally employed or other- 
wise, have control of most of the expendi- 
ture of the contract sum. 


The Specialist Firm 


Whilst it can be said that any firm or 
business specialises in some line or other, 
the term “specialist firm” in the building 
industry has come to mean those businesses 
which specialise in any one particular 
function within the industry. These are the 
steel firms, the makers of precast and pre- 
Stressed concrete products, the roofing firms, 
the heating and the electrical engineers, the 
people who do the piling, and so on. They 
each bring to the job their own particular 
knowledge and experience, and provide the 
architect with a wealth of design detail 
which he can incorporate into his drawings 
and specification. 


If a consultant is not employed by the 
building owner, it invariably means that a 
specialist firm is being asked both to design 
and to construct some particular aspect of 
the works. In other words, the work is 
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being designed by a trained specialist or 
qualified engineer employed by the specialists 
and who will provide the architect with all 
the necessary information and _ technical 
design to be embodied into the scheme as 
a whole. These firms may be employed in 
the capacity of nominated sub-contractors 
or suppliers, or as firms to which the general 
contractor may sub-let work on his own 
initiative. The result is that probably 50 to 
75 per cent. of the work on any contract 
is carried out completely by specialist firms. 
One has to realise that they are, in fact, 
doing most of the actual work on a building 
contract and so, to a great extent, deter- 
mine its actual cost as well. This, I feel, 
is a measure of their importance. 


At the moment there is a tendency to 
treat their existence in a somewhat casual 
manner, the architect accepting what they 
have to offer by way of advice and informa- 
tion and then leaving them to the mercies, 
tender or otherwise, of the general contrac- 
tor. This would not matter if relations were 
good and obligations clear, but these are 
not always so, and their absence can lead 
to inefficiency or uneconomical methods. 


The Quantity Surveyor 


It has been said that the good quantity 
surveyor is a man without either friends or 
enemies, which may explain away some of 
the names he is so often called. I am, of 
course, referring to the surveyor who is 
employed by the building owner in a pro- 
fessional capacity, as distinct from the sur- 
veyor employed by the general contractor. 
His job is to advise the architect on all 
matters of building costs; to prepare the 
bills of quantities which allow tendering to 
be on a similar and competitive basis; to 
value the works from time to time during 
their progress; and lastly to settle the final 
account and so terminate the contract. 
Although employed by the building owner, 
the ethics of his profession require that he 
shall at all times and under all circum- 
stances act in a completely impartial and 
unbiased manner, being fair to both sides. 


To fulfil the duties which I have enumera- 
ted above, the quantity surveyor must have 
a close knowledge of most, if not all, forms 
of building construction, whether traditional 
or of the new specialist types. He must 
have an acute sense of the economics of 
things and, consequent on this, a keen aware- 
ness of the financial and legal implications 
of the actions proposed by any of the 
parties to a building contract. By virtue of 
the work he is called upon to do, it is prob- 
able that he knows more about the detail 
of the building, its cost and the manner and 
procedure under which the contract should 
be executed than any other member of the 
building team. His position is unique in so 
far that, in an industry which is so com- 
pletely constructive in all its thoughts and 
actions, he sits on the side-line and takes 
note and account of all that goes on—never 
instructing or supervising and seldom creat- 
ing (unless it be either a bill of quantities or 
a modest bank balance). 


On the ‘whole, the quantity surveyor’s 
duties are fairly clearly defined and, being 
within one man’s capabilities, seem to call 
for little comment. There is, however, one 
additional job which I feel quantity survey- 
ors should take upon themselves, and that 
is to compile information about costs in 
order that cost comparisons may be avail- 
able to architects and consultants more 
readily than at present. Besides being in a 
position to give a quick answer on specific 
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points of detail, they should also try tg 
circulate freely comparisons of a more 
general nature to which the architect o¢ 
‘building owner can have immediate access, 

There are difficulties both in preparing 
this sort of information and in making j, 
available for general use, not the least of 
which is the danger of people not being 
able properly to appreciate the significance 
of the facts and figures given. Even so, an 
attempt should be made, for, with so many 
specialist forms of design today being incor. 
porated into buildings, the need is very real, 


The General Contractor 


I have left discussion of the general cop. 
tractor till now because this is about his 
position in the order of things. When designs 
have been settled, the specialists consulted, 
the drawings prepared, the quantities 
finished — in fact when all the plang for 
proceeding have been carefully laid—along 
comes the builder with his tender and very 
nearly lays all to waste. 


Generalisations about building contractors 
are, as I have already said, dangerous and 
somewhat misleading, but out of the con- 
flicting mass of good and bad, large and 
small, efficient or not so efficient, a fairly 
clear picture of present trends becomes 
visible. Primarily, the general contractor 
undertakes to get the proposed building 
erected and takes upon himself all the 
responsibility, financial or otherwise, which 
such an undertaking may involve. If the 
building is of any size or complexity, this 
responsibility can be no small thing, and 
therefore it becomes important that we 
should understand exactly what it means. 


First of all let us again consider who puts 
the building together. About 50 per cent, 
of the value of the work will be done by 
nominated specialist firms and possibly 
another 25 per cent., if not more, by sub 
contractors of the builder’s own choice. 
Assuming that the value of preliminaries, 
insurances and contingent sums is about 10 
per cent. of the whole, then this leaves the 
value of work being carried out directly by 
the contractor at about 15 per cent. of the 
contract sum. In some cases it is possible 
that it may amount to hardly anything at all. 

Therefore, when a builder signs a contract 
he is undertaking first of all to employ and 
be responsible for, and second, to control 
and co-ordinate the operations of a fairly 
large number of independent specialist firms. 
The responsibility for these firms and their 
employment by himself require little more 
than the possession of sound financial 
reserves or backing. The control and 
co-ordination of the specialists’ efforts do, 
however, require careful planning and 
organisation, and for this the contractor 
must have a thorough general knowledge of 
the different trades and techniques of built 
ing construction. 


This knowledge and experience is vital if 
a large number of independent firms ar 
going to be successfully employed in put 
ting up a building, and it is precisely becaus 
the general contractor has this knowledg 
that he is, in fact, employed. 


All this may give the impression that th 
present function of the builder is to do ™ 
more than control the various specialiss 
who may be employed on the job, but thet F 
is more to it than this. Whilst the arch & 
tect may be prepared to make all th 
inquiries and obtain tenders for the work dF 
some of the more important specialist firms & 
he is not quite so ready to carry this 0% 
its logical conclusion and obtain estimates 3 
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for the bricklaying, the glazing, the painting 
and so on. The builder does this for him. 
Furthermore, many of the sub-contractors 
which the contractor is left to employ on 
his own initiative may be employed by him 
on a labour only basis. So. as another 
service to the building owner, the contractor 
will also be purchasing materials, handling 
them and putting them at the disposal of 
the sub-contracting firms. 


This last point brings out the third main 
function which I feel the general contractor 
to-day fulfils. It is, besides this buying of 
materials, to provide services and facilities 
such as a certain amount of general Jabour- 
ing, storekeeping and the like, which are 
still necessary on a job even though all the 
productive work may have been sub-let to 
others. Plant, also, is provided by him to 
a degree depending on both contractor or 
sort of job the contract may be. 


From this it would appear that the con- 
tractor’s contribution to the industry is a 
mixture of (i) a willingness to employ others 
on behalf of someone else, (ii) an ability to 
organise and control a series of technical 
operations, and (iii) the provision of a useful 
pool of casual labour and services needed 
to fill in the gaps left by the present system. 
He is no longer in a position appreciably to 
determine the cost of a project, for most of 
the elements of the ultimate cost are out 
of his control and his only influence on them 
can be the addition which he may make 
for his own profit requirements. 


Conclusions 


These, then, are a few of the facts as they 
appear to me to-day. 


Discussions so often flounder or tend to 
become academic because people either 
forget or do not appreciate what it is that 
the various members of the team are doing. 
Another difficulty is the lack of any definition 
of terms—“ design” and “ building” being 
two which immediately come to mind. One 
says that so-and-so “ designed the building,” 
but can it be said that any one man now- 
adays designs so complex a thing as a build- 
ing? And when two people are talking 
together, is it not possible that one of them 
may be thinking of “design” in the plan- 
ning or layout sense whilst the other is 
thinking in terms of structure? 

Provided these things are borne in mind 
then there will be a better appreciation of 
the problems that confront us today, and 
recommendations for their removal will be 
more easily understood. 





BRACKNELL INNOVATION 


BRACKNELL new town development 
corporation has set a precedent by being 
the first of the new towns to advertise 
freehold sites for house building. They are 
described as being ‘ “only 28 miles from 
the centre of London.” 


The sites to be sold are at Wick Hill, 
and cover an area of 16} acres. The land 
will be sold in either acre or half-acre plots 
at between £1,500 and £2,000 an acre, 
and the houses to be built on them must be 
at least 2,000 sq. ft. in floor area, excluding 
a garage. The corporation is prepared 
to build the houses, or they may be built 
Privately, in which case the plans must be 
approved by the corporation. No resi- 
dential qualifications are necessary for 
Purchase of the land. One of the reasons 
8iven for the corporation’s action is “‘ to 
attract a balanced community.” 
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RIBA EXAMINATIONS 
List of Successful Candidates 


HE RIBA Final Examination was held 
in London and other centres from 
June 17 to 26 last. Of the 448 candidates 
examined, 177 passed, as follows : Passed 
whole examination, 116; passed whole 
examination subject to approval of Thesis, 
25; passed Part 1 only, subject to 
approval of Thesis, 35 ; and passed Part 2 
only, subject to approval of Thesis, 1. 
Two ,jhundred and seventy-one candidates 
were relegated. The successful candidates 
are as follows :— 


THE FINAL EXAMINATION 
WHOLE EXAMINATION 


_R. G. Adamson, St. eoaragel 8 S. R. Aston (Dis- 
tinction in Thesis), London; I. Atkinson, Brad- 
ford; A. G. Ayshford, tng Bay ; G. D. Baker, 
Canterbury ; ; Miss M. M. Baker, Winchelsea ; 
C. S. Barnes (Distinction in Thesis), Preston; N. B 
Batliwala, London; R. J. Birchall, (Distinction in 
Thesis), Cannock; A. J. Bloomfield, Ilford; *K. F. 
Boulting, Bristol; D. W. Bowes, Richmond, Surrey ; 
Leslie Buxton, Truro. 


J. F. W. Cawte, Ewell; A.,.R. Chard, Liverpool ; 


G. W. Chrisp, Westcliff-on- Sea ; R. I. Claridge, 
Portsmouth; Donald Clark, Basildon; *R. B. Clark, 
West Ella; c. Cochrane, Danbury; William 


aa Hull; Edgar Darlington, Stoke-on- Trent ; 
V. H. Davi ies, Bristol. 


D. G. Edwards, Nottingham; K. S. Fairbairn, 
Birmingham ; S. Fawcett, Cambridge; Colin 
Fenwick, Huddersfield ; Clifford Fernley, yde ; 
H. E: S. Francis, London ; *Kenneth Frost, Bradford ; 
R. G. Geall, Hailsham ; K. H. Gibbs, Bristol; R. M. 
Godfrey, Larbert; J. S. J. Goodchild, Weymouth ; 
R. S. Greene, London ; C. N. Grillet (Distinction in 
Thesis), Cambridge. 

G. E. Hacker, Dagenham; F. C. Hardy, 
J. J. Harries, London; Brian Hartley, Skipton ; 
R. L. Harvey, Oxford ; G. D. Hay, Hull; Derek d’E. 
Head, Brighton ; Cc. J. Henness, Hitchin; *P. J. 
Hewett, Broadstairs; K. G. Higgs, Bexhill-on-Sea ; 
Miss Gene Hudson, Brighton. 


*). A. Inskip, Slough; V. C. Liew agg Shoreham- 


Bradford ; 


by-Sea; Miss P. * Johnstone, London ; . G. Joyce, 
Southampton ; G. Kennett, ar: G. W. 
Kew, London ; x Krasuski-Wczelik, London ; 


John Leigh, fon ; Miss V. M. Lewis, London ; 
A. G. Lister, Hull; P. J. Lord-Smith, Cirencester ; 
C. B. Lyster, Malvern. 


D. K. McGowan, Cambridge; P. A. L. McHenry, 
Kenton; D. W. McLaren, London; W. T. R. 
McMillan- Scott, Thornbury; *D. A. Marshall, 
Nottingham ; c. L. Mawson, Bradford ; : 
Maynard, Cheadle Hulme ; Fs > Meek, Southampton ; 
R. E. Melhuish, Lancing ; A. Mendenhall, Slough ; 
Alfred Meyer, London ; + 3. FS. Minchell, Shrewsbury : : 
R. W. A. Mortimer, Blandford ; R. F. Mould, London ; 
=. €. Mountford, Birmingham ; ~ EY. Murphy, 
Tavistock. 

*F. R. Naden, Leek; C. C. Neville (Distinction in 
Thesis), Ramsgate; *C. J. Newbold, London ; 
John Niblock, Belfast; R. L. Nicholls (Distinction in 
Thesis), London; Z. > Nowak (Distinction in Thesis), 
London ; G. Nunan, Winchester; Louis 
Obermeister, New York ; Dan Olive, South Harrow. 


*N.C. C. Parker, Croydon; A.D. Penhey, London ; 
*G. R. J. Pennell, Warrington; F. E. Petterson, Hull; 
*Ronald Phillips, Romford; S. G. Pickford, Leeds ; 
Miss V. A. Pickford (Distinction in Thesis), Oldham ; 
Z. J. Pietruszewski, London; Antoni Poniatowski, 
Barry; M.V. Poole, Bristol; R.J.Pryer, London. 


J. J. Read, Andover; D. Reid, Northwood ; 
C. F. Roberts, Bristol; *J. Roberts, Ampthill ; 
*F, A. Robinson, Blackp ool ; sh T. Rose, Hemel 
Hempstead ; *Alan Ross, PW hitstable ; *E. H. Rosser, 
Llandrindod Wells; K. A. Rothwell, Gravesend. 


K. R. Saillard, eibeen: ; J. R. Schwerdt, Lewes ; 
B. J. Seaman, Coventry; Kazimierz Siedlecki, Lon- 
don; *F. J. Spooner, London; J. M. Stables, Keigh- 
ley; Henryk Starczewski, London ; Wojciech Star- 
zewski, London; Ryszard Stepan, Blyth; F. W. 
Stephens, London; Arthur Stephenson, Southall ; 
Robert Stephenson, Grimsby; R. D. Stokes, Leigh- 
on-Sea; E. A. Straker, Whitby; R. W. Swallow, 
Leeds; Arthur Swift, London. 


D. M. Tasker, Tynemouth; J. F. Tempest, Mans- 
field; E.R. J. Thomas, Newton Aycliffe; Reginald 
Tree, Cuckfield; D. W. Tucker, Loughborough ; 
*P, G. Turner, Cheam ; *R. Y. Turner, Lincoln. 


A. P. Warren, Portsmouth; J. A. Watts, London ; 
J. A. Wells-Thorpe, Brighton ; *A. J. Whatling, 
London; *H.F. Whitcomb, Southsea; J. H. Wilcox, 
Southampton ; *y. A. Wilczynski, London ; P. E. 
Williams, Kingston-on-Thames; S. D. L. Williams, 
London ; M. P. Willoughby-Thomas, Harrow ; 
*R. G. Wilsdon, Darlington; Brian Woolfenden, 
Rochdale; R. J. Wyatt, Histon; *J. C. A. Young, 
South Shields. 


PART 1 ONLY 


Philip Barber, Macclesfield; A. C. Bedford, Lon- 
don; R. C. Burnie, Fetcham; G. J. Cash, London ; 
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R. T. J. Chambers, Co. Antrim ; 

Miss H. G. Donald, Kingswood; Rowland Drew, 
Sale; E. G. Dukes, Gosport; R. cone. 
Castle Eden; R.E.E. Gobby, Canvey Island ; J.A.G 
Harris, London; Eric Jones, Gilston; E. ’. Lowe, 
London. 

V. D. Marshall, Birmingham; A. I 
Dunoon; A. K. W. Morgan, Strood; P. L. Nixon, 
London; Miss Rosemary Palmer, London; Mrs. 
T. K. Paulo, Swansea; R. P. R. Porter, Harrow; 
L. B. Prynn, London. 

Sydney Rappoport, Edgware; R. K. B. Roe, Hemel 
Hempstead ; H. Ross, Dublin; Frank Salisbury, 
Chester; Miss Irena Santocka, London; David 
Seigle-Morris, Gravesend ; A. M. Seward, Stockport ; 
Brian Shawcroft, Romford. 

Howard Thomas, Merthyr Tydfil; W.G. Wakeling, 
Ilford; R. F. G. Wardill, Westcliff-on-Sea ; - GN, 
Wi oodcock, Fle C.I.; J. B. Worts, Middleton. 


PART 2 ONLY 
*L. T. De Mott, Southsea. 
* Subject to approval of Thesis. 


THE SPECIAL FINAL 
EXAMINATION 


The Special Final Examination was held 
in London and other centres from June 17 
to 26. Of the 347 candidates examined 
99 passed as follows: Passed whole 
examination, 79 ; passed Part 1 only, 19 ; 
passed Part 2 only,1. Two hundred and 
forty-eight candidates were relegated. 
The successful candidates in the whole 
examination are as follows :— 


WHOLE EXAMINATION 

G. C. Almond, Sale; Harry Bentley, Radcliffe ; 
S. A. Blakely, London ; L. R. Bovingdon, London ; 
Robert Bowdon, Bishop Auckland; L. H. Brady, 
London; C. S. Burnhill, Wakefield ; A. F. Buttall, 
Bristol. 

D. J. Clark, Great Yarmouth; G. D. G. Coakham, 
Bangor, Co. Down ; Gat. Collins, Wembley; W. H. 
Cook, London ; A. A. Coombe, London ; . G 
Cornfield, Birmingham; W. A. A. Cox, Bromley. 

E. A. Devine, Catterick Camp; Amador Diaz, 
Southampton ; C. W. Dunnington, Horsforth ; I.J.N. 
Eeles, St. Albans; A. J. Fagg, London ; John Flem- 


J. A. Cross, Exeter. 


F. Meldrum, 


ing, Co. Antrim; F.H. Ford, London; W. A. Ford, 
Richmond, Surrey. 
R. C. R. Garde, Cork; J. M. Gledhill, Sale; C. A. 


B. Gowers, London ; William Gray, Haddington ; 
Wallace Gulwell, London; Mrs. Anna Gunzburg, 
Birmingham. 

C. D. Hay, Gambia, BWA ; Joseph Heller, London ; 
J. V. Henry, London ; D. Herd, Thurso; T. C. 
Hill, Bury; J. S. Hitch, Twickenham; V. A. S. 
Hubbard, Southsea; A. C. C. Hudson, London ; 
Leslie Hunter, London; William Hyslop, Leyland. 


R. J. Ivens, ies gp W. Africa; C.A.H. Johnson, 


Bournemouth ; A. Keatley, Wallington; Russell 
Keen, Sutton- in Ashfield R. P. King, Southend-on- 
Sea; R.R. P. King, St. Mary Cray; F.M. Kruchek, 
Carlisle; C. L. Little, Romford ; wt R. Lucas, 
Banbury 

D. A. G. McLeod, Cambridge ; P. MacManus, 


Co. Dublin; A. E. L. ay Stanmore ; Ronald 
Margerrison, Westcliff; D. S. D. Marner, Whyte- 


leafe ; . Matthewson, Norwich’; S. T. Millar, 
Newcastle upon Tyne ; Mudd, Bingley ; 
Richard Nelson, Leicester; D. S. Newman, East- 


bourne; V. A. Nicholas, Oxted; John O’Rourke, 


Rawdon. 
Gerald Parker, Huddetsfield ; A. R. Parry, London ; 
H. C. Rogers, Sheffield; Marcel Sammut, Cairo, 


Egypt; R. W. Sears, Wokingham; A. F. Sewell, 
Carlisle; P. F. Shailer, London; A. H. Shoolbred, 
Luton; S. E. Steadman, London; A. R. Thulborn, 
London. 

R. R. Vardy, Leigh-on-Sea; P. W. F. Vaughan, 
London; E. L. Venables, Wirral; K. H. Vickers, 
London; J. E. Ward, London; L. W. Weatherill, 


London; G. P. Wicks, Natal, South Africa; R. J. A. 
Wilson, Dunoon; K. B. Wood, Chessington. 


PART 1 ONLY 


J. C. Allen, Nottingham; Ronald Bourne, Bolton ; 
David Brown, Newcastle upon Tyne; H. F. Day, 
Brighton; Richard Eaude, York. 

* L. Fielding, Mitcham ; H. C. Gammans, London ; 
K. T. Hunter, Beckenham ; E. C. Jeffrey, New 
Malden. Malcolm W. Jones, Greenford; G. F. Miles, 
Crawley. 

D. C. Simmonds, London; B. K. Skorupinski, 
London; E. A. W. Sparkes, Portsmouth ; ~ we 
Stevenson, Mansfield-Woodhouse; P. Stubbs, 
Rochester ; V.Z. Swann, London; Sydney Townsend, 
Wakefield ; Leonard Ward, Leigh-on-Sea. 


PART 2 ONLY 
John N. Jones, London. 
The following candidates have also 
passed the Special Final Examination :— 


L. A. Hurley, Bournemouth; Norman Roberts, 
Cardiff. 
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INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
Mr. Ridge on Training for Management 
At the annual general meeting of the 
Institute of Builders, Mr. Harold H. 
Ridge was re-elected to the Presidential 
office for the year 1953-4. Mr. W. W. 
Finlayson, JP, Mr. F. Leslie Wallis, OBE, 
JP, Mr. H. S. Oddie and Mr, G. O. Swayne 
were similarly re-elected vice-presidents. 

Mr. RIDGE, in his address, said his marked 
impressions from the many meetings he had 
attended during the year were of the need 
for a strong united Institute, the Institute’s 
awareness of things to be done and its 
earnestness in seeking to do them. . The 
Institute was sometimes asked for a state- 
ment of its faith: its long history was a 
declaration of an enduring faith, so too, 
were its purposes and the long record of 
Institute work on behalf of sound principles 
and practice in the field of conditions of 
contract, sub-contract and _ professionally 
prepared quantities. These matters, care- 
fully observed in evidence to the Ministry of 
Works Working Party as an integral part 
of the Institute’s purposes and expressed 
faith, were only half of its indivisible prob- 
lem: the foundation half was education. 
Here the educational faith of the Institute 
in line with its belief in the general building 
contractor system of building production 
coincided in principles with its educational 
policies of general education and general 
building education. It was long since 
the Institute began to develop an influence 
upon efficiency through education. Without 
encroaching upon the province of the 
schools, its system of membership examina- 
tions offered a focus of knowledgeable 
opinion as well as a declaration of 
educational faith. However depressed by 
current conditions or through the mainten- 
ance of standards, it had endured and 
promised expanding benefit from a broad- 
minded co-operation with Colleges and 
Schools. 

The Institute’s interest in building educa- 
tion was comprehensive, continued Mr. 
Ridge, and whilst its active interest had been 
substantially expressed at its highest 
practical level, it had borne in mind the 
industry’s real need of educational provision 
at University level; and it might not be out 
of place to mention a renewal of contacts 
in this problem with the Nationa] Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. 

Following observations upon the Institute’s 
programme of work ahead and the Council’s 
dependence and reliance upon the members’ 
active support, Mr. Ridge, in concluding his 
address, said he did not think it inappropriate 
to refer to a great concern of the industry 
about productivity—how to increase it and 
how to lessen building costs. They were 
all well aware of the not-so-long-since 
changed conditions in which they now 
operated or endeavoured to—full employ- 
ment, shortage of skilled and so-called 
unskilled labour, shortages in various key 
materials, restrictions in finance, and the 
remnant of controls. Thoughts pointed to 
one answer—care in and constant regard for 
good organisation and planning ahead, in 
which they were directly focused as heads 
and principals. Much was said about the 
need for training for management, and 
rightly so. They agreed how desirable that 


was, but for immediate results it was clear 
they must all endeavour to use every aid in 
its proper place, to eliminate delays and to 
Forethoughtful and timely 
If he might 


avoid waste. 
organisation was essential. 
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quote something said to him: “The time 
has passed when jobs can be left to manage 
themselves.” The suppliers could help if 
given proper notice by keeping to their 
dates. Another very important factor was 
the full co-operation of the operative. He 
had a respect for him as he generally found 
him—needing to be made aware of what 
was expected from him and then usually 
making a good response if treated properly. 
Nobody in these days wished to revive the 
long working days of some years ago, but 
he suggested in view of all the demands of 
to-day that notwithstanding the incidence of 
tax and not forgetting the operative’s aim 
for a 40-hour week, a little longer working 
in what we called (rather optimistically) our 
summer was not too much to ask for as a 
short-time policy. 


LONDON COUNTY 
COUNCIL 
Abbotsbury-road Site 


IN REPLY to Mr. Donald P. Chesworth on 
July 28, Mr. A. REGINALD STAMP, chairman 
of the Housing Committee, said that the 
total number of families in Category “A” 
(urgent cases) registered at the Western 
District Office was 7,598. This figure included 
families living in bad housing conditions, 
separated or homeless families, in addition 
to cases of serious overcrowding or ill-health. 
It was not possible to analyse this figure 
under separate headings without a consider- 
able amount of work, which in present cir- 
cumstances would not be justified. The loss 
of the Abbotsbury-road site would mean 
that the Council would be unable to provide 
about 240 dwellings for the accommodation 
of the urgent cases. 


Redevelopment at inant 


IN ANSWER to Mr. Patrick Stirling on July 
28, Mr. A. R. STAMP said that in reply to a 
question at the Public Inquiry into the 
County of London Development Plan on 
February 3 last, as to whether there was any 
proposal in the plan for the redevelopment 
of the two properties known as Heathfield 
and The Priory, Priory Park, Greenwich, 
by the Council itself, the Council’s witness 
stated “No.” The position was simply that 
the Council as planning authority considered 
when it prepared the plan, that redevelop- 
ment was likely to take place during the 
second period, that was the 6-20 year period 
in this area, and it therefore showed this 
area coloured blue on the programme map. 

Mr. Stirling asked how they reconciled the 
assurances then given with the report pre- 
sented 10 weeks later to the Housing Com- 
mittee and approved by the Council on May 
19 last, recommending the Council to acquire 
these properties and, if necessary, to use 
powers of compulsory purchase. 

To this Mr. Stamp replied that in the 
rapidly changing state of affairs in London 
it was to be understood that the colouring 
blue of an area on the programme map did 
not preclude earlier development of that 
area. Further examination of the site had 
shown that it was ripe for earlier redevelop- 
ment, and this view was supported by the 
fact that, apart from the Council’s action 
regarding this site, an application for plan- 
ning permission for the redevelopment of 
the site had recently been received from a 
private developer. In these circumstances 
and in view of the very pressing need for 
housing sites, it was considered desirable to 
decide that the site of “Heathfield” and 
“The Priory ” should be redeveloped in the 
near future by the Council, and to make a 
Compulsory Purchase Order. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Acquisition of Farmland for Housing: 
Minister Refuses to Confirm Order 


"THE Aldershot Borough Council recently 

applied to the Minister of Housinz and 
Local Government for confirmation of a 
compulsory purchase order in respect of 94 
acres of land forming part of Rumfold Farm, 
near Aldershot, Hants, which they wished 
to develop for housing purposes. 


The Minister has refused to confirm the 
order. He states that he is fully aware of 
the Council’s urgent need of land for 
housing, but is concerned at the loss to 
agriculture would result from the develop- 
ment of housing on this highly productive 
farmland—land which, he understands, is in 
many respects not particularly suitable for 
housing purposes. Moreover, he thinks it 
would be a mistake not to keep open the 
valley of the river Blackwater, which makes 
a valuable and pleasant break between the 
towns of Aldershot and Farnham. 


Minister Aliows Development of 
Chepstow Site 


THE REFUSAL of Gloucester County Coun- 
cil to allow Mr. A. Henderson to develop 
a site at Tutshill, Chepstow, has been over- 
ruled by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government on appeal. 


Planning consent was refused by the 
Council mainly on the ground that they 
wished to prevent sporadic development. 
They also considered that the land should 
be used for agricultural purposes. Whilst 
the Council agreed that it might not be 
economic to plough the Jand they were of 
the opinion that there were other agri- 
cultural uses to which it could be put. 

In allowing Mr. Henderson’s appeal, the 
Minister states that unless the site is devel- 
oped for building purposes it is unlikely 
that it can be developed at all. 


HANDLING CONCRETE 
MowW Advisory Leafiet 


Many housing contractors, intent on cut- 
ting costs and speeding up work, find them- 
selves faced with such problems as_ the 
length of time necessary to turn out a batch 
of concrete; what time and cost can be 
saved by using a single mechanical con- 
tainer instead of wheelbarrows: and 
whether they are using the best combination 
of barrow-men and loaders according to the 
size of mixer and length of barrow-run. 
These are some of the questions which the 
latest Ministry of Works Advisory leafiet* 
answers in practical form. Analysing the 
working times for the processes involved in 
the use of three sizes of mixers, the leaflet 
explains how to get the concrete to the 
spreaders as quickly and economically as 
possible, thus obtaining maximum output. 
The most economical “set up” for wheel- 
barrow teams and loading gangs is shown in 
an illustrated table. 


In addition, five types of machines for 
handling output from the mixer in one 
continuous discharge are described and 
illustrated. By using such a mechanical aid, 
it is pointed out, concreting work on founda- 
tions and floors can show a saving of at 
least 4s. per cubic yard. 








Housing Sites” 


* ‘* Handling Concrete On 
Published by the 


MoW Advisory Leaflet No. 32. 
Stationery Office, price 3d. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


New London Hotel 


[N the House of Lords on July 21 Lorp 
BLACKFORD asked the Government 
whether since the junction of Conduit-street 
with Bond-street was one of the most con- 
gested spots in London, the plans for the new 
building in course of erection at this corner 
allowed for the frontages to both streets to 
be set back at least 10 feet; whether the new 
pbuilding was to be a large hotel; and, if so, 
whether the entrances would be arcaded to 
decrease interference with traffic. 

LorD MancrorT, Lord in Waiting, said 
he was informed that the local planning 
authority, in this case the LCC, gave permis- 
sion on April 13, 1953, for the erection of a 
hotel on this site in Bond-street. He under- 
stood that the hotel was to have 240 rooms, 
about the size of Claridges and _ the 
Dorchester, or half the size of the Savoy 
and Grosvenor House. The main building, 
according to the plans approved by the LCC, 
would conform with the existing building 
lines on Bond-street and Conduit-street, 
just as those of the new Time and Life 
building did on the opposite corner. But 
an arcaded footpath, affording a clear width 
of 10 feet, would be provided within the 
building along the whole length of the 
Bond-street frontage. This would enable 
the road in Bond-street to be widened, and 
it was a condition of the planning consent 
that the developers should consult the 
LCC’s chief engineer regarding the line of 
widening. The main entrance to the hotel 
would be from Conduit-street, and the 
approved plans made provision for cars to 
drive in and out within the curtilage of the 
building. 

LorD BLACKFORD said that the Conduit- 
street frontage should also be arcaded to en- 
able that street tc be widened, because there 
would be great congestion in Conduit- 
street when the hotel was built. He said 
the Government should realise that this 
site was about the least suitable in the whole 
Metropolitan area on which to construct a 
hotel. The existence of the Cumberland 
Hotel in a less congested site still caused 
grave interference with traffic. | What 
apparatus was there for ordinary citizens to 
have prior knowledge of these stupid plans, 
so that they could start agitating early 
enough? 

LorD MANCROFT said that the Minister 
of Transport and the Commissioner of 
Police were carefully considering the prob- 
lm of traffic in Conduit-street. Legisla- 
tion had been delegated in this case to the 
LCC, and once having delegated that power 
it seemed wrong to be constantly jogging 
the elbow of the authority to whom it had 
been given. The LCC was a democratically 
elected body, whose proceedings were held 
in public. He thought that there lay the 
solution of Lord Blackford’s grievance, 
rather than in asking that their powers 
should be curtailed. 


Historic Buildings Bill 


On July 22 the Historic Buildings and 
Ancient Monuments Bill was considered in 
Committee in the House of Commons. 

Sk Davip Ecctes, the Minister of Works, 
moved a new sub-section to Clause 4 (Grants 
for Preservation of Historic Buildings) to 
tmpower the Minister to make a grant to 
tither of the National Trusts in the form 
of an endowment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HucH Motson, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works, moved 
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a new clause to give to the Minister powers 
of entry under Section 9 of the Ancient 
Monuments Act, 1931, for inspection after 
the original entry had been made. 


Mr. ERIc FLETCHER expressed gratifica- 
tion for this new clause, but added that what 
was really wanted in order to secure the 
adequate preservation of these ancient monu- 
ments, and to avoid any repetition of what 
happened recently in regard to the Manton 
Down Long Barrow, was not so much new 
legislative powers as a determined effort on 
the part of the Minister of Works. 


The new clause was agreed to. 


Other new clauses which were agreed 
made it clear that the Ministry had statutory 
authority for three separate Ancient Monu- 
ments Boards and provided for the Boards 
to make an annual report to the Minister, 
which would be laid before Parliament; 
made it possible to prosecute an owner who 
injured and defaced a monument; and 
extended from six to 12 months the period 
during which a prosecution could be insti- 
tuted for offences involving damage to 
ancient monuments. 


In moving the third reading, Sir Davip 
Eccles said they were starting a new service 
and would watch with interest how it de- 
veloped and grew. The amount of money 
available at present appeared small, but he 
believed it was enough to start with. He 
was completely in the dark about how many 
demands they were likely to get for grants, 
and how many offers for the sale of houses 
they were likely to receive. But he thought 
the number would be very considerable, and 
that made it all the more important to set 
up businesslike machinery in these Historic 
Buildings Councils, since they would have 
to do a good deal. of careful selection. It 
was his intention that the Historic Buildings 
Councils for Scotland and Wales should be 
domiciled in Scotland and Wales respectively. 
The Ministry had taken to heart what hap- 
pened at Manton Down Long Barrow, and 
meant to put the matter right if they could. 
He would also see whether they could 
improve the inspection of these monuments. 


He had been asked whether the Ministry 
would photograph any buildings that were 
to be demolished. They had a photographic 
section in the Ministry of Works, which 
produced some very excellent pictures, and 
they were actually considering the con- 
solidation of the various bodies which were 
making photographic records of buildings. 
Certainly he thought it would be a 
good thing on every occasion where it was 
possible to have a record of the house before 
it was pulled down, and he undertook to 
do that in the best way he could. 


Mr. DALTON expressed pleasure that the 
Bill had now reached its final stage. 


Str EDWARD KEELING and Mr. KENNETH 
ROBINSON welcomed the Bill, particularly on 
behalf of the National Trust. 


After other members had joined in with 
a general chorus of praise, the Bill was 
read the third time. 


THE second reading of the Bill was moved 
in the House of Lords on July 27 by the 
Earl of Munster, Under-Secretary, Colonial 
Office. 


Lorp SILKIN, while welcoming the Bill, 
said that in the House of Commons it had 
been thought untidy to have one committee 
listing buildings of historic and architectural 
interest on behalf of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, and then to set up 
another body which would be responsible for 






219 





advising the Minister of Works. Perhaps 
rather hastily he had allowed himself to be 
persuaded to sign a letter to The Times. He 
now felt that there was considerable possi- 
bility that, in attempt to create tidiness and 
combine the two committees, matters would 
be made worse. Nevertheless, he would 
like to have the matter discussed in’ the 
House, particularly after it had been con- 
sidered by the two Ministers. It would then 
be possible to settle once and for all whether 
it was desirable to make any change. 

THE EARL OF MUNSTER said that the 
Government did not wish to apply any 
pressure, but they were anxious to get the 
Bill as soon as possible. If the House 
concurred, they could take the remaining 
stages next Thursday (July 30), so that the 
Bill would be on the Statute Book before 
the House adjourned. If, however, there 
were a large number of amendments put 
down, he was bound to admit that it might 
be wiser to postpone consideration until a 
later date. He was nervous, in that case, 
that the legislative programme in the House 
of Commons might conceivably be heavy and 
there might not be time to send the Bill back 
to the Commons and pass it before the end 
of the session. 


The Bill was read a second time. 


Royal Assent 


On July 31 the Royal Assent was given 
to the Historic Buildings and Ancient 
Monuments Act, the New Towns Act, the 
Coventry Cathedral Act and the Valuation 
for Rating Act. The Historic Buildings 
Act had passed through committee on the 
previous day. 


School Building 


On July 23 Mr. JANNeER asked the 
Minister of Education what advice she had 
now given to local education authorities 
about the rebuilding or improvement of slum 
schools. 


Miss HorssruGH said that authorities 
remained free to use for the improvement of 
old schools a substantial proportion of the 
resources allocated to them for carrying 
out minor capital works, but under present 
conditions she could not authorise them to 
carry out major building projects designed 
to replace unsatisfactory premises. 


Exchequer Subsidies 


On July 27 Sir STANLEY HoLMEs asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he would make a statement 
giving the annual cost in the financial year 
ended March 31, 1946, and in each subse- 
quent financial year of Exchequer subsidies 
and local authorities’ statutory contribu- 
tions, respectively, in respect of new per- 
manent houses and flats built in England 
and Wales since April 1, 1945. 

Mr. MarpPLEs, who replied, said that the 
figures for Exchequer subsidies were :— 


Financial Aggregate 
Year Amount 
1945-46 .... a 
1946-47 .... 172,282 
1947-48 .... 1,703,161 
1948-49 .... 5,355,058 
1949-50 .... 7,872,198 
1950-51 .... 10,161,123 
1951-52 .... 13,226,064 
1952-53 .... 18,038,844 (Provisional) 


He regretted that figures for rate con- 
tributions in respect of these houses were 
not available. In general, the normal rate 
fund contribution was one third of that of 
the Exchequer contribution. 
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Woolwich Arsenal 


On July 27 Mr. AxBu asked the Minister 
of Supply whether he had received a report 
from the committee which he set up to 
consider the future of Woolwich Arsenal. 

Mr. Sanpys said that the Select Com- 
mittee on Estimates for the Session 1951-52, 
in its Twelfth Report, recommended that: 
“The question of the use of the Royal 
Arsenal, Woolwich, and its fuller integration 
with the whole organisation of the Royal 
Ordnance Factories, should be given 
immediate consideration by the Royal 
Ordnance Factory Board”; and that “the 
possibilities of concentrating the work and 
releasing as much as possible of the site for 
other development should be carefully 
examined.” ; 

The Woolwich Arsenal site, which was at 
present wholly occupied by Government 
establishments, covered on area of 1,300 
acres. The western end was mostly occupied 
by manufacturing activities, including a gun 
factory and an ammunition factory. The 
eastern end consisted Jargely of low-lying 
marsh land and was used for the storage 
of explosives. The centre was mainly occu- 
pied by a filling factory, research establish- 
ments, proof butts and Service stores. There 
were altogether nearly 14,000 people 
employed on the site. 

Last January, he set up an Interdepart- 
mental Committee, composed of officials of 
the Government Departments concerned, to 
examine the problem raised in the Select 
Committee’s Report. 

The Interdepartmental Committee, which 
was instructed to consult with outside 
parties interested in this question, had now 
submitted its report to him. In the light of 
this report and of other representations 
which he had received, he was considering 
the following proposals:— 


1. That the filling factory, which is in a 
semi-derelict condition, should be finally 
closed. 

2. That the site occupied by the filling 
factory should, when decontaminated and 
cleared, be made available for other pur- 
poses, possibly for use by a public authority. 


3. That the existing gun and ammunition 
factories should be amalgamated into a 
single Royal Ordnance Factory, which 
should be given a special role suited to the 
local conditions, skill and experience of the 
Arsenal (namely to concentrate on experi- 
mental and development work, batch pro- 
duction, modification and reconditioning of 
armaments, and the manufacture of tools 
and gauges); and that work on regular line 
production should in due course cease. 

4. That a site of about 100 acres on the 
south side, containing a number of work- 
shops and other buildings, should be offered 
for use as a civil trading estate to the London 
County Council, with whom this proposal is 
being discussed. 

5. That the remainder of the space freed 
by this reorganisation should be made avail- 
able to the Service Departments, thus 
enabling them to bring together their engin- 
eering workshops, stores and other facilities 
which are at present scattered, and to move 
into the Arsenal certain activities from else- 
where. 

6. That, at the eastern end, without inter- 
fering with present activities, arrangements 
should be made for controlled tipping, to 
raise the ground above river level. 

7. That, in order to mitigate hardship 
to the workpeople concerned, the timetable 
for these various changes should be kept 
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flexible and should be spread over a period 
of several years; and that in particular the 
proposed new trading estate should be 
created at an early stage, so as to hel 
provide employment for persons who might 
become redundant in other parts of the 
Arsenal. 

He was advised that, while these proposals 
would over a period of time have the effect 
of reducing the number of Government 
employees on the Arsenal site from about 
14,000 to about 10,500, the introduction of 
the trading estate and other new activities 
should ultimately result in an appreciable 
increase in the total number of persons 
employed on the site. 

However, before taking any final 
decisions, he thought it was right to give 
to the workpeople, to the public authorities 
and to all others affected, a full oppor- 
tunity to study this plan and to comment 
upon it. Any such observations should be 
submitted to him not later than October 31. 


Stocks of Softwood 


On July 27, in reply to Mr. Harold Wil- 
son, SiR ARTHUR SALTER, Minister of 
Materials, said that apart from strategic 
reserves, which it was not the practice to 
disclose, Government stocks of softwood 
consisted at June 30 of 51,000 standards, 
as against some 100,000 standards at the 
beginning of the year. It was the inten- 
tion to continue selling this balance through- 
out this year. 

In reply to a further question by Mr. 
Wilson, SIR ARTHUR SALTER said he would 
certainly continue the present practice of 
consulting representatives of the timber 
trade on the disposal of Government stocks. 


London Development Plan 


On July 28 Mr. PARTRIDGE asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
when he expected to receive the report of 
the public inquiry into the County of Lon- 
don Development Plan; and how soon there- 
after he would announce his decisions. 

Mr. MarPLES said that work in prepara- 
tion for considering the report had gone 
on concurrently with the holding of the 
inquiry. There should, therefore, be no 
delay in considering the report when it was 
submitted. But until the report had been 
received and studied, it was impossible to 
attempt any forecast of the time likely to 


be required for reaching decisions on the. 


plan. 


Bricks, Cement and Tiles 


On July 28 Sm IAN FRASER asked the 
Minister of Works whether he would make 
a statement on current production of bricks 
and cement and roofing tiles; and how far 
supplies in the coming months would be 
adequate to maintain the present high rate 
of building. 

Sm Davip Ecc ies said that the current 
rate of production of bricks, cement and 
roofing tiles as compared with 1951 showed 
increases as follows:— 


a bier 19 per cent. 
ere 13 per cent. 
Roofing tiles ..... 42 per cent. 


We were now at the height of the build- 
ing season and shortages of these materials 
were marginal. Further increases in the 
supply of all three were expected so that we 
could look forward to an expansion in the 
total volume of new building. 


Selling Price of Houses 


On July 28 Mr. RENTON asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
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if he would make a further statement as 
to the Government’s intentions with regarg 
to the prices of houses controlled by Section 
43 of the Housing Act, 1949, which expired 
later this year. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that the Minister hoped 
to make an announcement shortly after the 
recess. 


Bricks and Cement 


On July 28 Mr. SHURMER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he was aware that there was still q 
shortage of bricks in the city of Birming. 
ham and that as a result housebuilding was 
being cut down by 10 houses a week; and 
what steps he was taking to speed up the 
delivery of bricks. 

Mr. MarpLes, who replied, said that no 
complaint had been received from the Cor. 
poration, but one contractor had approached 
the Principal Regional Officer for assistance, 
As a result of action taken by the Ministry 
of Works there had been an improvement 
in brick deliveries for this contract, 

Mr. SHURMER asked if the Parliamentary 
Secretary was aware that general foremen, 
builders’ agents and builders’ merchants had 
been interviewed, and that investigations 
had proved that there was a serious shortage 
of bricks, and anything from six to 12 
months’ delay in the delivery of bricks and 
cement. 

Mr. MARPLES said that there was a 
lengthening delivery date for houses which 
had not been started and fairly prompt de- 
livery of bricks and cement for house 
already under construction. That was one 
of the ways in which the Minister had 
steadied the housing programme, by not 
having an undue proportion of houses 
started, and why the rate of building was 
well over 300,000 houses a year—%S0 per 
cent. over what was thought possible two 
years ago. If they started too many houses 
in proportion there would be a setback. 

Mr. FREDERICK WILLEY . asked _ the 
Minister of Works what steps he was taking 
to improve the supplies of bricks and cement 
in the north-east. 

Sm Davip Ecctes said he had had con 
versations with brickmakers at both th 


local and national levels, and he maintained J 
close touch with the cement industry. Sup > 


plies to the north-east had increased and he 


considered they would be adequate to mait- F 


tain the rate of building. 


Bogus Log Fires 

On July 28 Mr. ANTHONY GREENWOOD 
asked the Minister of Works what was his 
policy with regard to the installation o 
electric bogus log fires into historic building 
and other places of interest under the cor 
trol of his department. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said that imitation 10 
fires were not provided in historic building 
or other places of interest under his conttdl 
unless the occupants strongly pressed for 
them. 


School at Harlech Castle 


On July 28 Mr. BLeNKinsop asked tit 
Minister of Housing and Local Governmet! 
whether he was aware of the proposal ‘0 
build a school on the Morfa just belov 
Harlech Castle in the forefront of one of tt 
most famous views in Great Britain; ami 
as it was in the national interest not tob 


there but to find an alternative site, whetht & 
he would take steps to see that the propos! 3 


was considered at the highest level. 





Mr. MarPLes, who replied, said that ti 
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Minister was aware of this proposal. He 
understood that planning consent had been 
iven to it, with the approval of the Snow- 
donia Park Joint Advisory Committee. A 
compulsory purchase order for the land had 
been made by the Local Education Authority 
and submitted to the Minister of Education. 
The Minister of Housing would consult with 
the Minister of Education before reaching 
a decision on the order. 


Coast Protection 


On July 28 COMMANDER MAITLAND asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment if he would make a statement before 
the summer recess regarding the progress of 
the reconstruction of sea defences; and 
whether he was satisfied that the coast under 
his jurisdiction would be fully protected by 
September 30, 1953. 


Mr. MARPLES said that the works main- 
tained by local authorities for the protection 
of the coast against erosion suffered little 
serious structural damage on January 31 and 
the necessary repairs would be substantially 
completed by September 30. In addition to 
the reinstatement of existing defences new 
works were in progress at certain points 
which had not hitherto been protected, and 
further schemes were now in preparation. 


Dover House 


On July 28 Major ANSTRUTHER GRAY 
asked the Minister of Works whether he 
was in a position to forecast a date by which 
Dover House would be ready to accommo- 
date, once again, the Scottish Office in 
London. 


Sr Davip Eccies said that work on 
Dover House was about to start. The ex- 
tensive structural repairs which were neces- 
sary might take as long as two years. 


New Factories 


On July 30 Mr. WILLEy asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade how many new 
factories had commenced to be built by the 
North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., during 
1953; and the location of these new fac- 
tories and their floor space, given separately, 
when completed. 


Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT said that since 
January 1, 1953, the North-Eastern Trading 
Estates, Ltd., had started to build exten- 
sions to nine factories of a total area of 
160,530 sq. ft. These were situated at Jarrow 
Estate (1 project), Lanchester (1), Pallion 
Estate (1), Team Valley Estate (4), West 
Chirton Estate (1), and East Middlesbrough 
Estate (1). 


In addition, the building of four factories 
for new tenants and 25 extensions to exist- 
ing factories (of a total area of 338,357 sq. 
ft) had been approved since January 1, 1953, 
but the site work had not yet started. These 
were situated at Aycliffe Estate (1 project), 
Bede Estate (1), Bedington (2), Crook (1), 
East Middlesbrough Estate (2), Houghton-le- 
Spring Estate (1), Lanchester (2), North Tees 
Estate (1), Peterlee (1), Skelton Estate (1), 
South Shields Estate (2), Team Valley 
Estate (9), West Auckland Estate (1), and 
West Chirton Estate (4). 


OBITUARY 
A. R. Fraser, FRIBA 


THE death is reported from Wellington, 
New Zealand, of Mr. Alexander R. Fraser, 
ARCA, FRIBA. 
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DIRECT LABOUR 


Lewisham to Discontinue Use of Depart- 
ment for Capital Works 

A RECOMMENDATION that Lewisham 

Borough Council do not undertake, in 

future, the construction of new houses and 

flats by direct labour, was approved by the 
Council at its meeting on July 29. 

The Housing (Building) Committee 
reported that they were of opinion that no 
further estimates should be submitted by 
the Borough Architect for the carrying out 
of capital housing works by direct labour. 
It was proposed that the direct labour build- 
ing organisation should continue to carry 
out works of repair, maintenance and 
redecoration to housing properties controlled 
by the Council, and that the Creeland-grove 
permanent housing scheme and the Kent 
House-road permanent housing scheme 
(which were at present under construction 


by direct labour) should be completed by 
direct labour. 


It was also proposed that the electrical 
section of the direct labour building organi- 
sation should continue to operate as at 
present, although the Committee had called 
for further information regarding the over- 
head expenses of the section. 


Lewisham Trades Council have protested 
against the proposals on the ground it may 
put more than 300 men out of work. 


Wolverhampton Engineer’s Report 


DURING THE YEAR the overall turnover of 
Wolverhampton’s Direct Labour Depart- 
ment was £324,810, an increase of £44,076 
on the previous year, says the Borough 
Engineer, Mr. W. Mervyn Law, MBE, in 
his report for the year ended March 31 
last. Of this total, £169,601 (52.2 per cent.) 
was represented by direct labour housing 
work, while housing maintenance work 
totalled £97,185 (29.9 per cent.), compared 
with £96,637 for the previous year. 


Throughout the year under review the 
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labour strength had increased steadily and 
progressively, reaching a total of 380 in 
March, 1953: 127 on direct building and 253 
on maintenance. 


Since the formation of the Direct Labour 
Section in April, 1947, 13 separate housing 
contracts had been undertaken, involving 
the construction of 801 dwellings at a total 
estimated cost of £949,913. Up to March 
31 last, 552 dwellings had been completed 
and occupied. 


For the first time since the establishment 
of the Department an instance had arisen 
where the actual cost of a contract had 
exceeded the contractual cost. The excess 
mvolved was £9,890, whereas savings on 
contractual cost on the contracts previously 
completed had totalled £13,417. 


In an explanation of the excess it was 
pointed out that* the variations from the 
tender price if the contract had been given 
to the second lowest tenderer would have 
been approximately the same as for the 
Direct Building Department, and on this 
basis the work would appear to have cost 
£185 more as carried out by the Depart- 
ment than if it had been executed by the 
next lowest tenderer. 


The main reasons for the overspending 
on the contract were given as: the rates 
included in the bill of quantities had proved 
to be too low; the department had not pre- 
viously built flats of the type in question 
and the work did not provide for the same 
balance of trades as previous housing work; 
the very severe weather conditions experi- 
enced in the winter of 1950-51; and the 
difficulty of keeping a constant flow of work 
in view of the fact that the Department was 
restricted to Corporation contracts. 


At a recent meeting of the Town Council 
the Corporation’s Direct Labour Depart- 
ment was criticised when it was decided 
to apply to the Minister of Housing for 
sanction for a supplementary loan to cover 
the £9,890 overspent. 


COUNCILLOR J. R. IRELAND said that the 
department was never intended to involve 
the town in financial risk. It was an 
appalling state of affairs when the saving 
amounted to only one-third of one per cent. 
“ This is not a good business risk,” he said. 
“On an equal trade basis with private enter- 
prise this department would be hopelessly 
in the red.” 


COUNCILLOR W. H. HALE, however, said 
that it was reasonable to assume that if 
the work had been carried out by a private 
builder, the actual cost would have been 
higher. 


Saving by Derby Corporation 
A SAVING of £17,639 to Derby Corpora- 
tion on contracts carried out by their Build- 
ing Works Department during the 12 months 
ended March 31, was reported to the Town 
Council on July 29. 


Actual cost charged to the work under- 
taken by the Department was £169,305, and 
the Building Works Committee in their 
report state that valuation of the total work 
if it had been carried out at the price of 
the nearest outside contractor when tender- 
ing would have amounted to £186,944. 


Most of the Department’s work was on 
housing contracts obtained by competitive 
tender against outside contractors. 


The saving is assessed after taking into 
account a substantial sum paid out to 
Department’s workmen under the Corpora- 
tion’s incentive bonus scheme. 


H 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Year Book 


The 1953 Year Book and Directory of 
the Southern Counties’ Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers has been published. 
Copies may be obtained from the Federa- 
tion at Sterling Buildings, Carfax, Horsham. 


Firm’s Address 


We have been asked by Williams and 
Williams, Ltd., metal window manufac- 
turers, to make clear that their Head Office 
address is Reliance Works, Chester. Their 
London Office, of course, is situated at 
Victoria House, Southampton-row, WC1. 


Model Engineer Exhibition 


Architectural models will play a strong 
part in “The Model Engineer” exhibition 
which is to be-held at the New Royal 
Horticultural Hall from August 19-29. Other 
attractions are a water tank where radio- 
controlled model yachts will be seen man- 
ceuvring, the passenger-carrying live steam 
track, and a steam-driven working model 
roundabout. 


Corrugated Asbestos for Floors ? 


Bridlington Town Council decided on July 
29 that if a member could obtain the 
approval of the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, two council houses, as 
an experiment, should be constructed with a 
new type of floor. The member, Councillor 
E. Briggs, said there were ways of making 
damp-proof floors without wood. His method 
was to set corrugated asbestos sheets on 
dwarf walls to keep them above the ground 
and put an inch of concrete on the sheets. 
He guaranteed a cheaper and better floor. 


Technical Committee 


The Governing Council of the Fibre 
Building Board Development Organisation, 
Ltd., Melbourne House, Aldwych, WC2, 
has appointed a technical committee, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. E.’ P. Lawrence, 
chairman of the Governing Council, to deal 
with research, development and the dissemi- 
nation of information to those concerned 
with the utilisation of the material. The 
information gained will be pooled and made 
available to manufacturers and distributors. 
Among the subjects for early action is the 
publication of a revised edition of “ Fibre 
Building Boards.” 


Materials Handling 


In May-June, 1951, the Organisation for 
European Economic Co-operation sent a 
mission of European experts to study hand- 
ling methods and equipment in the United 
States. The report of this mission, which 
has just been published, supplements those 
published on the same subject by the 
National Missions. It describes how the 
first step is always to make a thorough 
analysis of all handling problems, so as to 
obtain a substantial reduction in costs with- 
out buying new equipment. This is followed 
by an examination of all handling and _hoist- 
ing equipment from the point of view of 
both its application and construction. Lastly, 
the report describes how in the United 
States, handling problems are studied jointly 
by all those concerned: manufacturers, users, 
organisers, universities, technical Press, etc., 
and the propaganda drive to foster a real 
“mechanical handling spirit.” Copies of the 
report can be ordered through the Sales and 
Distribution Section OEEC, 2, rue Andre- 
Pascal, Paris-16e. Price is unspecified. 
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OPERATIVES’ WAGE CLAIM: REASONS FOR 
REJECTION BY TRIBUNAL 


yo give members a clearer picture of the reasons behind the recent rejection by the 

Industrial Disputes Tribunal of the building operatives’ 6d. an hour wage claim, the 
Director of the Eastern Federation of Building Trades Employers’ has prepaied the 
following summary of the basis on which the claim was argued:— 


OPERATIVES’ MAIN CASE 


(a) Cost of Living. The average of retail 
prices index increased by nearly 10 per cent. 
during 1952, while the increase in the sliding 
scale agreement of 2d. added only five per 
cent. on the Grade A craftsmen’s rate. In- 
creases are, in any event, belated. 

(b) Relative Wage Position of Building In- 
dustry.’ In October, 1952, 80 categories of 
workers were receiving higher average 
weekly earnings than building trade workers 
and 53 categories less. The position was 
much the same after the increase of 2d. per 
hour in February, 1953. 

(c) Costs and Profits. The increase claimed 
could be granted out of profits or by re- 
organisation of methods or more efficient use 
of present resources without increasing costs 
to the public. Employers are paying above 
the standard rate anyway. Incentives should 
be more widely adopted. Economic difficul- 
ties are the result and not the cause of too 
low a standard of living. 


EMPLOYERS’ REPLY 


(a) Between June, 1947, and February, 
1953, the retail prices index rose by 39 pe 
cent., while the Grade A craftsmen’s rate 


‘rose by 42 per cent. and the labourers’ rate 


by 54 per cent. 


Tax benefits in 1952 were not offset by 
reduced food subsidies because of the cost 
of living adjustment. 


(b) Between April, 1947, and Octobe 
1952, the average earnings in the Building 
Industry increased by 50 per cent. compared 
with an increase of 45 per cent. for industry 
as a whole. The increase of 2d. per hour in 
February, 1953, fully maintained the 
position. 


(c) There is no reservoir of profits from 
which to grant increases which would result 
in higher costs all round, e.g., £60 per house 
This would accelerate tendency of unemploy- 
ment in the industry. Cost of building enters 
into cost of almost every product. 





OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Private Trading in Copper 


THE MINISTRY OF MATERIALS _ has 
announced that, after discussions with pro- 
ducers, consumers and the London Metal 
Exchange, it has made arrangements to 
supply copper to the United Kingdom market 
during the transitional period of a few 
months after a resumption of private 
trading. The amount to be released is at 
present estimated at about 60,000 tons. , 

The Minister of Supply has made an 
Order (S.I. 1953 No. 1082), effective as from 
August 5, revoking the Copper Distribution 
Orders 1951 and 1953. The acquisition, 
use, and disposal of unwrought copper 
within the United Kingdom will therefore 
be freed from all controls as from August 5. 
Arrangements for the import of copper on 
private account were announced by the 
Board of Trade Import Licensing Branch in 
Notice to Importers No. 575 dated July 15, 
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1953. Arrangements for exports after the 
end of public trading will be announced by 
the Board of Trade shortly. ; 


Water Mains and Service Pipes 


THE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have issued a circular (No, 


46/53, dated July 31) withdrawing Circular 


85/50, Water Mains on Housing Sites: 
Economy in use of Cast-Iron Pipes. 


; The Ministry state that the improvement 
in the supply of the smaller sizes of cast-iron 
pipes has made it possible to remove the 
ban on dual water mains. 


Local authorities and water undertakers 
are, however, reminded that where houses 
are in one ownership costs can be reduced 
by laying common service pipes to either 
dual or single mains. 


BRICKS AND TILES 


Higher Prices Follow Wages Award 


FOLLOWING an award of the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal, a meeting of Midland 
Clay Industries Joint Council took place 
when the employers and trade unions con- 
cerned agreed to an advance of the minimum 
hourly rates by 14d. per hour with propor 
tionate increases for females and juveniles 
with effect from the first full pay period 
following July 25. 


The manufacturers, having regard to it- 
creased costs of manufacture occasioned by 
this advance in wages, announce an increas? 
in selling prices of bricks and roofing tiles 4 
trom August | as follows:— 


Advances of 2s. per thousand on commot 
building bricks including common processed 
facing bricks and 3s. 6d. per thousand o 
high-class facing and engineering bricks. 

Advances of 2s. 6d. per thousand 0 


machine-made roofing tiles and 5s. per thou 
sand on hand-made roofing tiles. 


These increases affect all deliveries into 
the West Midlands and elsewhere as from 
August 1. 
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-CURRENT PRICES OF MATER IALS 





-" information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


£ s. d. 

Pit Ballast ae peryd. 1 011 
Pit Sand xs a 19 11 
Washed Sand . ms | 
in. Shingle me 18 5 
ia. Broken Brick i 19 3 
Pan Breeze... 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate per ton 218 1 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
lto6tons, site .. 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site Sea 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots “aa 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 210s. 3d. to — 3d. - ton. 
White Portland Cement mee ” ZIS 6 
Under 1 ton per cwt. zs 3 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 2s. 9d. to £10 16s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


An as 
» > 
oo oo 


per ton 6 7 6 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up Pe 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, _— bale at Railway Depot, 

London ren sae js +35 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks... ren <a eas ees -— 1000 11 0 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... Bea saa eee re a 10 4 6 
Mild Stocks... ‘a 8 13 6 


Allloaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 

2} in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District. Commons = oes 


i 510 0 
Cellular dO: ss aaa eva Jaa sks a 510 0 
Keyed Oe sci aus awe dee oe a § 12 0 
Rustics mS 615 0 
Cellular Rustics a 615 0 
Single Bullnose do. a 610 0 
Sandfaced pe 710 O 
Cortex Facing Bricks es 6 5 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) we 23 14 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) rt 24 8 O 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . es 2i. 7 96 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) wi 918 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _... Ms 8 16 6 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) aus = 22 3 0 
3in. do. (London Stations) .. i 26 11 6 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red ‘Facings 
(London Sites) - 13 9 6 
2 in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 
Sites) % 13 14 6 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) ‘~e 4 i © 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 
(London Sites) on 4 1 0 
2j in. Surrey Clamp. Burnt 1 “Multi Stock "Facings 
(London Sites) os - 12 14 0 





£i«n @ 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) .- per 1,000 13 7 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, "Brown— 
Stretchers... a - 64 0 0 
Headers ‘a pa das a 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 i in. Flats aad aad i 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... ape ‘4 aaa aad pe 85 0 0 
Double Headers “a aaa oa aa ‘i 77 10 9 
One side and twoends_... ead ae dd ie 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end <a ad ~~ bak 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints aia aaa aq i 83 0 Q 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. “ 
t t 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. bog: = 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow Cay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
te Minimum 
lorry loads. 
7 re aaa 150 yds. aaa per yd. sup. 4 3 
24 in. waa .. 135 yds. ia a 4 6 
3 in. ie ae S2R gee “as aad a 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavity) - 95 yds. “a aaa aa G 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. ; A 
CLINKER suieniae ee | ’ 
Die ~<ss ge ... 100 yds. a ae Ee 34 
ye daa .. 85 yds. aed aad 7 4 0 
Se kes ad ae  tayan sac iad oS 48 
4in.... eas ae Je VES ie “ad pe 5 10 
CRANHAM 
2 anes aa aaa oes aia aid aa os 6 5 
24in. ... aun aaa sé te ees da “a | a 
Te. as “a ea <a ‘a 8 2 
4 in. <a aoe ad ea 10 1 
4} in. Load bearing quality ; aa aad a 11 1 
FLoo BLoc Ks 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. heii 12 in. delivered i in full 
lorry-loads ... -. per1,000 3110 0 
4 in. Ge §xcc aa ia <a “a aaa pa 34 13 O 
5 in. 0 ae aad aa ae aa ean fe ae -@ 
a." Qe at ae Stabe a ae) Sa » 4616 0 
7 in. GO “sas waa Per daa ee ace pa 54.1 0 
8 in. do. eee eee eee eee ee eee ” 61 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +874% +974% 

B.S.S. Best do. +10%°4+674% +10% +874% +10%°+974% 
Tented Quality +3745 + 674% +374%4 874% +374%+4974 y, 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474% , + 674% +474%+874% Tac oT 

Ss 
3 in. Land Drain —_ hes 12 in. re -. perl1000 919 0 
4 in. do. uaa eat a 13 1 0 
6 in. do. Da “a va ae aa Bs zt or © 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 


Monks Park aa aes ea «. per ft. cube 6 8 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ‘a ya 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area __,, er 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ee pa 7 0 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region aa saa aaa re y 


Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
3 in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area 


per ft. sup. 6 2 
14 in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 


described ... tae ‘es 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, ae and 

stooled cills a aes per ft.cube 3 1 9 
12in. X 6in. do. "do. ai ya Se 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated “ a 114 0 
12 in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping a 23 6 
14in. X 6 in. do. do. ‘a 2.4.6 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face oi 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes.. per ft. sup. 6 6 
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thick, rt Stones, 3 3 ' 
—— = “al en yo atin 6i _ 
. shiianaiie ¥ air one vad for fair faced ft. cube 126 9 = MOM tes bd : £ 
ard York— ews i 10 in, WS. a ieee ks ey 7. s. df Meta 
12in. x 2i Bee 1 in. X 44 in . perton | 10 
14 in. Square Steps, rubb a 2 5 in. x 44 in. ele puget «ee : 
in. x3 in. Round-n ubbed on top and edge per f 7j tin. 6in. x 44 oe <<t% 5 0 
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TILES and P. ct iaaaaaaas se foal pad 7 6 18 | in. x 6in., 16 in. x . in,  15in. x 6 in en 10 0 
Delivered agile seagon0 es per yd. sup. 2 11 9 20 in a iS ys * 18 in. x 8 i bo in. x, 6 in., 
Machine-made ss road in 6 tons or over per 1, Steel ee a a3 in. X 6} in., 
epnends district and French pattern Tiles "si . ee end gal se es a phy Soft 
-made P. abricat apis eee ” 38 
Hand-made Leer Berkshire district i oes ae 28 6:46 R.S. that delivered London— oes oe ” 39 ; : 20 
Hand-made 104 x 6 oman Bridgwater district <.. sa 41 18 6 Compound gi — fitted 24 
ed -made 104 ae Berkshire district - oe a FS Stanchions girders... isi se aa + oy = STIS 0 = 
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7 4a? ne one a Tubes to Mitp St = 7 170 
* 7 ae i Ma 100 16 9 he sail and Fittings. List _ 
30 oe 86 6 6 Clas A — ae _, WL. Fittings prices and following discounts : 
18 ‘ 4 33 : — = + 430? Light +201% oe ae ~ 
3 ‘lass C onso? ~6Cod#H ei 
18 x 9 68 10 9 Black— + 203% cavy 4273 Malleable List — 394% Toile 
+3 Z - +4 Hi 0 pene — 234% + 3% acre 
5 .0 asB — oP ; 0. 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, ; 4218 3 ClasC — eo —— + 83% Mall Doul 
TIMBER purchasers’ responsibility. te 9 Deli ee ee i, See Heav 
Softwood— elivered London per yd a9 Meni GUTTERS — 
inery quality 3 i ee err 
Carcassing abr vee E in. ae G Sto 
quality ... x. we e 34 ee ots utters Nozzl P 
Mf 1 in. Tongued and Grooved per standard £110 to £130 ag oe ee | = ae 79 es Ends - 
— € Flooring - ” £93 to £102 bin ore ies ee sce fc SHAE 3/- /10 
7 pe S.E. ‘ 7 £109 0 0 5h. ve see ee co - ri 3/4 in Lead 
Oak onduras do. oF o. per ft. = oe ai a ar f 3/8 5 scl 
eee ae le = 2 oo bE 
do. a ig — . ii 6 9 a ia 1.0.G. Gutters Sold 
Teak English Logs sawn ak om a: 115 6 y - In. oes te nal : we «4/- 3/7 Ph 
Walnut 8 in. average S.E. oO. 1 0 in. ee ae wee oe + 4/54 /\t Ti 
African L do. . ee MN: cae ae eee 3/7 1/2 Bl 
DO ogs sawn do. ” 3 0 0 Sin I eee ‘ ad 4/10$ 3/8 
ge (in Lots I-11) , » 110 ; said ee “ i we (5/4 4/4 ie Cop! 
mn ens Leeds: anon. een aa a, 4/11 ve an 
4 izontal P. ery AIN- 
2 ft On “ ‘eg # en 4 in. deal 2 in in 6-ft. eid weg ai 
n. X we sab 4 in. oe 7 n 
2 ft. 6 in. x eft 6 in OS oa each 112 0 | 3in. Pe poem le ENE os: rye 3/4 — 
2 in. da. pe degen Bg ae ae ee: ke ae Ee: Se eer ihe "9/5 18 6/1 i 
ut top panel open. Pp ove ise pa » 114 6 4 in. rg ae eee Sip eee eee 8/44 4/8 T/l 14 
3 2 ft 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. attern 4X Gindeal ” 116 9 id os Se 5/7 8/5 2 
2 in. 2P t.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ane see ae 2 in L. o: G..€0 6/9 9/11 Rolle 
ae top panel open. Pattern 2 x G ind af 210 6 24 in > pa nen: Se ht 
os Clete em2xGindeal ” —“<st lO ee ep ee 5/9 1) Shee 
.9in. x 6 ft. 6 in si os ae 34 in ss i we “_ OF 6/4 8 d 
SUNDRIES ? see = 2 2 3 °D din. ° nae iat : eee ee 8/10 7 8/8 0 
: wares 2» eco ote y /- 1 Bras: 
Din Wox eee area dicie: gag prices for gutter: ss 11/34 3/9 i ~: 
cneekiin — Slabs, 6 ft. Oin. x 2 ft. 0 in. i i y. Lots over 3 cwt. os rain: -water and soil pipes f - pile LEA 
: s of 1 ton (89 yd t. 0 in. in nnage allowanc ist No. 3200 dated or under 3 cwt. lot . 
o “4 do. (67 yds. ro-prcn s Soa. lots 5 per <a > May 1, 1952, plus 74/and ~ 
24 in. he (52 yds. . : on ae mt ae 5 8 L.C.C. Coatep D onde ‘24 per cent. %s or 
: on . “ee A 7 4 age RAIN PIPES 
3 in. re (45 yds. to 1 ton) eee i 8 n 9-fts. 5 Lead 
Quantities Pe (39 yds. to 1 ton) see ss so 1 114 4 in. a cwt. qr. Ib. Lead 
+ in. imported sete oe: Soak per 4 in. of thickness. rf a 6 in. ee oe 1 i 17 e a ey og Leac 
quantities over 5,000 a: 29/10 5 
3 in.H sq. ft. 28/10 Lead 
~ nee gl ee sas per 100sq.ft. 2 2 6 Orders aii ee ros —— PIPES AND FITT bi Extr; 
+; in. Asbestos Flat B 4 ‘it ooo oa . 436 Orders over £30 less 174 p per cent. discount TTINGS. 5 ew 
Roofing Felt, 1- uilding Sheets fs site 9 3 . per cent. discount ; 3 cw 
i 7 ply eget sas per yd. sup ; he — 6-ft. lengths per yd 2 in. 34 in = lew 
20 te im : oe ; . in. 
Best Scotch a oS a . 1 6 Single Samos each 3/5 aie 4/6 é/- San 
Croid “Glue pearl Space alba .. perdcwt. 5 . Bends square or obt . 3/6 4/3 3/- 4/- we 
Cut Nail tee ae 0 0 Swan Necks 4} i use 5, 2/6 . 5/- 1/- ex 
Wire Nails cr and up (1-ton lots) eee se 28 Ib. ' ; do. 6 _” Proj. 3 $e is 5/- Allo 
: = ots) ope = ” a S 5 6 t 
ee * perewt 213 8 Asbestos O.G. Gurters ee OF PL 
ese see * G AND FITTIN 
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Metals—continued 
Per ton basis 


in London 

Eds 

jron—Staffordshire Crown ee iia 39 10 O 
Mild Steel Bars as a a at 6S. 0 
Mild Steel Hoops 38 3 0 


“Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


£ s.d 

Soft sheets C.R. and sans me a 

20 gauge me aa das naa ae -- 45 12 6 

24 gauge ° ase see ane aS Ae <> 46 37 6 

26 gauge ee Seg 48 17 6 
Galvanised Corrugated si sheets 6 ft. to 9 oft — 

20 gauge rise me dag aaa cco Soke @ 

24 gauge ae See Pie ene See bea ota Se =O 

26 gauge oan saa sxc “oe te @ 
Galvanised Flat sheets ci R. and Cicm 

20 gauge ree wes ‘aa Ere Gn Ce ee 

24 gauge ae Aa ae aus we fan aw at OC 

26 gauge 58 12 0O 


Metal Windows.—Standard _ “Metal - Windows, "B.S. 940. Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, CopPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area 
M.O.H 


All per doz tin. fin. lin. Idin. bin. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cae Crutch 
head for iron .. 74/- 119/6 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron . 100/4 136/2 


103/6 174/3 354/- 471/6 736/5 
147/9 277/2 377/4 580/9 987/4 
23/- 39/4 42/3 52/7 68/6 
173/6 264/- 344/10 627/- 798/- 


20/4 26/5 35/3 55/3 74/3 


Screw dowh stop cocks foriron 63/9 
do. withtwounionsforlead 92/3 
Double nut boiler screws... 
Heavy Croydon ball valves .. 
Plumbers’ union — _ to 


iron 129/4 


jin. 14in. 2in. 3in. 34 in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws 26/6 31/9 47/6 95/- 103/- 127/8 
Brass sleeves... ane 27/6 37/- 52/10 66/8 69/6 
14 x 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 7Ib. 3 x 7 ib. 
Lead P. trap with aoe mannien 
screws «- 60/- 75/- 120/- 205/- 
Lead S. trap do. aia 72/6 90/- 147/6 265/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ ‘aa Zen Mea aes per lb. 3 3 
egal nae ye rte aaa ee aaa sae a 4 0 
Blow p 4 2 


Copper fubes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 283d. ‘per lb. ‘plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
im x 19 gauge - 11 Total per lb. 40} 
in. x ” e 10} ” ” 39 
Pim xX is. 83 5 aa 374 
It}in. x 18 ,, 84 _ pe 37 
14 - x 1. <3 84 x a 37 
2 i x 17 93 ” ” 38} 
Rolled ‘Conn sheets’ up to 48 in. wide, basic “ fie 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras se per ton 305 10 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards .. percwt. 6 13 0 
do. 12 gauge do. - 611 0 
Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras wae _ ee “per Ib. 1 114 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£. sg. @. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards _ per ton — 0 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils axis ‘s 36 5 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. dee - 137 15 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. Fee ade a 139 15 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. aed ae 137 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Scwt. and under 1 ton Bie << per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do 5 cwt. aes ne “as Nes on 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. dae wes i 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £87 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton Toe 3S 
do. White do. do. ror is Fi oO 
Sirapite Coarse do. . do. uy e 7 6 3 
do. Fine do. do. se ae 743 
Blue Lias Lime i1 6-ton loads ea sa wad 2 619 9 
Hydrated Lime do. a mis aes ean s a 
ump Lime do. wa be 418 6 
ite Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads... e 10 0 9 
ink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads S15 3 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ae s 2 ¢ 3 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Green Plaster Lath ‘or Base Board # in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. Zz. 3 


Gypeum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
2 ft., # in. thick, 600 a ia over in one naaiie 
Delivered site ... Si 


to 
o 





THE BUILDER 


PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area. 
Ceiling Distemper ... aa “xi ar pom 
Washable Distemper ‘ 
Gloss Paint 
Snowcem cement paint (in T cwt. drums) 

LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 
Ground White Lead 5 cwt. casks de Pe 

1 cwt. kegs 


Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 ok lots in 1 “gal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg i 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. aa «<< 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra aa ot 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. “a3 aa 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra Foe 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do a 


Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) . a 

Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) aaa a 
White Lining Paper Po aa ees 


VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 


Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ... “a aa 
Oak Pale Copal do. cae aaa oe 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside aa aa ees 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. daa a eco 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. oo aia em 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... aaa ag Bee 
Front Door Varnish daa “aa a “aa 
Japan Gold Size... <a das aes rae 
Black Japan aie aed a “a aa 
Brunswick Black ... rae aaa <a oe 
Berlin Black <a ak “ea aaa “ant 
Terebene aaa aaa ‘oa 


Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) Be aaa tae 
French and Brush Polish (do.) ... aa “a 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


225 

is. ¢. 

per cwt. 112 0 
x $8 @ 
per gal. 255 @ 
per cwt. 311 0 
per cwt. 8 2 6 
8 9 6 
per gal. 218 0 
per cwt. 615 9 
z= z 47, ¢ 
per tin 9 0 
per gal. 18 6 
a 18 il 

” a Tt 

« 4 9% 

a 6 6 

a 2 0 
per Ib. 1 6 
per piece S 7 
r gal 112 6 
, Lis G 
pe 117 6 

a 115 0 

ES 23. ¢ 

pu 210 0 

A 117 6 

ia 110 0 

& os © 

ee ee 

Be 3 © 

ie Bed 

os 2 @.@ 

1 13 0 


Perf “~ - a 
d. 


L oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes. ... 


OZ. ” ” ” ” ” ” 


26 a ” ” ” ” ” ” 


32 0 ” ” ” ” ” eee 
+ in. “Rolled Plate.. aad , aaa 
fs in. and 3 in. Rough Cas aS aa ree 
+ in. — Rolled po Cathedral, "Standard patterns : 
ite eee eco eco ose 
do. Standard Tints uaa per 
do. Special Tints ean = aaa a8 “aa pe 
4 in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating aia pas “a poe 
$ in. Wired Cast . ea aaa oa eae a 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ane eco eee eee <a 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 5} x 53 x 3fin. Ged aaa “as a“ 
P.B.3  7$ x 74 xX 3fin. lw. ae aad “a < 
P.B.32 73 x 7% X 34 in. 4 Bee 
— Corner Blocks to match up ‘with— 
P. B. 32 eee oe eee eee eee 
din. Polished Plate ie G. G. itis Per 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. axe “ad <a aa 
-_- ” 5 ft. sup. és ata wie a 
ea he » 45 ft. sup. ‘ ae aad 


a Ee » 100 ft. sup. 


} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. 
G.G. quality— 

Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one one 
or 135 in. both ways . - 

Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto 

Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto ... 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 


Substances other than 4in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


e+) 
Qa 


UANPOF AD SENM Bee NK 
HAeU Io woOow NNUTD ee 


” $4 
73 
9 


0 
9 
l 


eee 


cone 


“a 
v 
o 
“ 


owe 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and ons 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Description of Glass. 

18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... aaa — eae 
24 0z. ;, = “ae ase oe ase 
Z ee ‘ss 


vin “Rolied Plate ... 

tin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White ... 

tin. Cross Flexon, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte = 

#; in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 

+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal : 

4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Pinstripe, ‘Hammerstripe, 


? 


2,000 


Ss. 


Minimum Per ft. rage: 
quantity. 


53 
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Town. Grade 
PATINAWOR so usiscscvakonesavssevsse A 
Cn len E AS, eR N re A 
Abergavenny _........0cc.ccce0- A 
Abingdon 
Accrington ... 

Addlestone ... 

Aldeburgh 

Aldershot District ............ A2 
PSREON WED... ise ccsscesveases A 
PANINI soa ace ase yaceee A 
PTSOCMON oi ccesscesisscosese A 
PASE scscccrccnchccsivessbecsbee Al 
POTS i555 scence ussesseos Al 
Pownanlord 6.55. .c0sshevedisss A 
PUG OVE osnncasctessssecdes sates A2 
Ts re ae ee A2 
PRUNE shine asecnteassossoeeete A2 
PAIL oocsinvsceceseesesbetesi ue A2 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A 
Ashford (Kenit)..............: A2 
Ashford (Middlesex)......:.. A 
eae Sr eee rts A 
CS errr s \ 
Ashton-under-Lyne ......... A 
Aspatria and Brayton...... A2 
Atherstone R.D.(partsof) A 
BUMSANY sco Sheanciscaket A2 
Agiesby CY orks) «i..05605.60802- A 
WEBI | issiocc seccakcccoucecee A2 
WIEN, cesesnspskkceexcosca peer. 
Bakewell U.D......0..ccsneosd A2 
PUNEMBEY Gvccacsccc,nsactsicencey A2 
Barnard Castle U.D.......... A 
Barnoldswick U.D. .........Al 
ST eee en ese. 8 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A 


Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A 








ee rrr 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)...... A 
BASINGHOKE  ...cccesseocscosss Al 
RR oer Te A 
PNM keen snssksnecdbassattccss A 
PRRRNIEY, © Soi 5cccscccdesceutes Al 
Beaconsfield & District...... Al 
oS reer A 
POORER 5 5scsn5scnbnscsbensasescunse bei A 
a ere A 
SRRCNIEE ai 4.csdsuncunsecdsvsaeen A2 
A ot Sa eer s A 
MERON Ssissscscesitndrsceccern A 
ROOTEIEERBTOR :  ooc0 Poche vedsepocse A 
a Lee Re 
Beeston & Stapleiord U.D. A 
MONE SS Aa ccisscsassessenaccns A 
ee eS err re A 
Berkhamsted  .....scccscessovee A 
PREETINGION ooscececscestensssens Al 
Berwick District..32..00605 60% A 
BEVOTIOY Beh evacenssidvecesencht A 
Bexhill-on-Sea ............... A2 
Biggleswade .......ssccccscessA2 
PREM. sc oncecsccesesssssseeasey A 
REESE occa sv cattsiseeesaneeee A 
erieorInIN TID. 55; .s5.0c0eces A 
Bilsthorpe........ ay oonbssdeins A 
OD Sa es ccsnneake ase’ A2 
oS are ee . 
Birmingham C.B............. TA 
Bishop Auckland. ............ A 
Bishop’s Stortford............. A 
PUREED Sect co sap asavanbangese A 
ES pee A 
ON ere: A 
Blackwell R.D. . ook 
Blaydon U.D... mer X 
MEMINUIN oo cs cchccesccchisssaradn A 
EE eee A 
BOT ROOTS os occsssesecees A2 
a) ONE CS | a ren A 
BIOUED WILESS oes scsesdsnedesees A 
SIDER <5 ci uxbnnwsonse cag shepetes A 
eo eerie ee Al 
Bournemouth District ...... A 
Bracknell 
Bradford 
Bradford-on-Avon ......... A2 
a er Al 


Breconshire, County of...tA2 
Brent Knoll 
Brentwood 
Bridlington 
nh Rey Seren 
AE reer et 
a rene 
Bristol ...... F 

Broadstairs 
Bromsgrove 
er or. A 
Broughton (Cheshire) ...... A 
Buckley A 





Craftsmen, 3s. 74d. Labourers, 3s. 2d. 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 2, 1953. 





CURRENT: RATES OF WAGES 





KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 























































Grade Classification, A Al A2 A3 
Craftsmen ... os 3/64 3/6 3/54 3/5 
Labourers ... 3/1 3/04 3/0 /114 
Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade. 
SERV bocce cess cvsetbaaceces A2 Felixstowe MLOREON Gedidecseccscvessetvee A2 
Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 Filey U.D. .. PAMON: o..eescs ca esasesccesores A 
MIE, ses ethan i.e eG cee A Fleetwood: Lyneham (Devon). +e A2 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. A SAMMI 2 con ac icass caver ee svceteeceeen Macclesfield ....... A 
MEN oh tcp hcl asecnnis A Folkestone Maidenhead .....ee.seeeseee--Al 
Bury St. Edmunds............ Al lS eer aee, Fae Maidstone ................ Al 
eT RE Cae A ae ei: WErltbge ea eae yr 
Byfleet .....eseseesseeeeeeeeeed Al Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Maldon (Essex) .........00000s Al 
Calder Valley .. SAESHEAN Foch iesiacassadenes A Malvern U.D... - Al 
Cambridge ..... ey Gillingham (Kent)............ Al DIARCROSED fod, . i siee dccesecens A 
CBNNOCK TI... c.5..0c0ckscces ask pt pe a Spessepscasndeeesae A aoe og ebshetoeeeSeuccees Al 
CBMERTIEY © oes csc ecévassceses ep eee eae ansheld MiB. 5....0scaccoo. A 
Canin 3c: cut A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA2 DUANE asco cc cesndaneseacsnneeicns A2 
Cardiganshire, County of tA2 og gS pensesesaceecsouea es tg tee daswneee ae 
a TA Se eS eee P A oole Peer os coc wenekstanccs sme arket Harboroug <<. me 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of %A2 ae en ae A WIAIVDOCE oncs2s sve tecebahe eee A 
Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B..........0<0+<: A Matlock U-Ds  cccsesescsavces Al 
Oe Re a ere ao A ASTAVOSERG) ©. ...0..cseeeresececce A IMGIKSDANT oss scenes ovastcnvencs A2 
Castleford 3200 osc oe A Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable ............ A2 
Caterham ........... 2A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D.......Al 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . ce Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr... 5.005 uA 
Charmy Down ....... oa dl A Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough eeeneses A 
Chatham & District ......... Al Gutisborough.............000+. Al PIMCLOR occ cop isos ss ss ccs ccay A 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D.......... A RSUISEION) cece es seusccna neces tel A Middlewich: ......-........00see- A 
RPUNBIONG  oioscncessccssdseccns A Halesowen M.B................ A WEHIOTE HAVEN) 5.0.00c00c0000s Al 
Cheltenham «::.......3.:.......A meatier Morecambe ........+ssseeeeeees A 
a wich vaseabieeiee at Halstead se: lag paaatagcata 
CTISCY a. cecccccccccvecscvccccce Haresfield Y cccccccsccccceccccees 
CREStEL ....0..0.00000e00'swncseseee2 A Hanow ......... Dlantwach 2 <..¢2h.<0<assecesesae A 
Chesterfield M.B.............4644 A Harpenden MNOISONG 5 <xc5 4, dacs sxadcecs ease dre A 
Chesterfield R.D................ A Harrogate Newark-on-Trent R.D....... Al 
ee U.D. ..... 2 A —— INEWOOLY. csccncen ete A2 
Ichester ...........-++ steeeee “ MEMMEIRY. 259s cavicesseaeeewnenes Newcastie-on-Tyne~ ......... A 
Chippenham (inc. Chipven- Haslemere Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
ham Within and Harden- Hastings New Forest District ......... Al 
Huish ..........s.cesseesseees A2 Hatfield (Herts.) ............06 A Newmarket. sssccrsescccsosts Al 
CHOTMCY  s..6..2cc000sceeensecone A Haywards Heath ............ A2 Newport, Mon. .....:......0.- A 
ClactOn ...........seseereeeeees Al Hemel Hempstead ............ A Newport Pagnell ............ 
Cleethorpes ...........0000eee0e A Henley-on-Thames ......... A2 Newton Abbot ........ 3 
CIEVEROR  .2...0000000esceeeres Al Merion 2... 2006.00 A2 Northallerton Dist. ......... 
Cleveleys ........sorssrossccene- A Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B............. A 
Clitheroe os eeseeeeseeseeees A ACEP NAY. <.5,<ccssssbosvens0 A2 North Shields..........2:.<s.- A 
Coalville U.D. .............04... A PICNOIR | oe5cccssheseseessansee A Norton Radstock ............ Al 
Cobham (Surrey)............... A Biexiam WD ss ssses5cecesscaee A INQEWIGHT oo ccstessc scexessveoece A 
Colchester  .........ssseseeeeees A CEES TU rei Ge ORE EEF A Nottingham C.B. 2.4.1.0... A 
nema aS ARMA iss ™ > BUSH WYCOMBE .. cccovecsesees Al Noneaton MiB......<sccevessove A 
WYN Bay ..secsecereeeeeees PARRUMVOITE: <5 o5.sdecesneceaves A2 akh i 
yee gy seseeeeseseees feeeeees “ seackiey 56) b eR ee ee A aa —_ Perr en noe - 
OMSCLE «00... eens esses eeeeereerees PONSGHIS) © 5cn cc ssshcarvescsesancas Pereee yh dels, chvh cae ial 
Conway cbbinceneeests0esdenseswe Al Hoddesdon . a eat Chere Eas nae A 
Cornwal!. County of...... $A2 Horley ..... Gkectianditioreori co A 
Coventry Se nee A Horsham Y seccoeese 
Granhroolk “A2 Stawnteh MOMIOEG: . 025.0505 s05strersesonccess A 
yon it gale anise tte A2d hace ll ltd ile Oxted mesenus teu aueeeneece sare Al 
Crawley (Sussex) ............ A2 1 a en eee ieee PaigntON ...sseeeseeeeeeeeeeees Al 
ee ee A NS OO ET IEE A? Peterborough Sok see eeeeeeerers A 
C= epee pee Sa ey See Al Huntingdon (Staffs) ......... A na: Soke ......... Al 
Crowborough ............... A2 Ilkley A ee sees eieepoerasse sate - 
CACKEIO oid. sticcksnsssounyaws A2 5 EE oe a ae aed YMOUUN sss eceeeeeveenceeere 
: Ingatestone .........see0000s Al ontetract..c.pscssesseeevec sone A 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A REAGE << nos sn pucebanseien's nos oe A Pontypridd District A 
Darlington District ............ A Isle of Sheppey ......:0.0cs0es A2 Pornmhead oe 
RRREWER | 5: ssc 5 cssnviosanesvts A Uae) ay ict Sa ee A2 Portland Stoneyards ......... A 
 eeticmatene! A2 Isle of Wight ..........00..00.- A2 a —— 
Dette pte stececesccececs + SOVEOW TD. oui seccccesieses cs A Port Talbot ... A 
bs ee eae ene eee BR et A PREMIO. ‘nececccgevrsvadasscccese A 
- hte er Oa a ag a eee En i. .. Seernnrinnee A 
eaaase eae ae men Kenilworth U.D. ........... m PUlBOrOUBhs. , <:<1s<e0ssssseeees A2 
AMACOL * xs... se AO RSUEHMNR UNL... iin50c.0cb0%5 A Radnorshire, County of {$A2 
Diss A2 Me VERSHONIA 5 ves sees cscs eeeusee'ec A Ramsgate A2 
Dancer CR... ix to RAGES. seccas-c5 A Rayleigh 
é RS Cc vaneesacsecere he’s Lyon ek a 
Dorset, County “of (except: | Kingskerswel Redcar B. 
; i Kingsteignton PROC NII. cccsscwesps ses A 
wun oe Kirkham . | Redhill and Reigate A 
ee ee Knaresborough U.D...0... A 4) Be arantnsedll 
PDOVERCOUT 5.000505 bes sousonneeds A KMOWIE .....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Al Rochdale — .....seesseeeeeeeeees 
Driffield U.D. .........0000+ Al ON ci cc iinlebiilbcncies A ROchESter ...seseeereeereeerees 
Droitwich M.B. ............ Al Leamington M. B. ............ A Rotherham ........seeeeeeeeeees 
Dudley MLB. .........:..00000 A Leatherhead ...:......cseseee A Rugby M.B. seers 
UIE a vices csvccnas sksnon<its A BIOS oom orngncccss testes uskanvecs A Saffron Walden 
BATE TOU ons cccececssescct A Lewester CiB. ......5..000500-.- A Be IN, ess acces savvcctcnes 
Eastbourne renee Al po: ante aaa Seuaneseaiee i ~ —— Seebeav erie tse seaeres 
Tt ein va A ERY cecssekesessevsbes . Neots...... reas erate 
East Grinstead District...A2 TWEE © ccevnessvosversssesoness A2 Salisbury City 
: fs , RCRA MB, oc ckwseccsscces A Salisbury Plain 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D....... A : : 
Ebbw Vale & District rN BINCOIN ClB. ...5550506c0050000 A Sawbridgeworth 
ele so aia REE AD Littlehampton ............... A2 Saxmundham .. 
EI - BP Sbreessetevssesers ‘Ad Liverpool ......... ne Scarborough ‘ 
nies Raeen eer Re sce eanent ses A orga ae Al BAWINOEDO . .sc<<ssescshesses<xs 
“108 2 Sag a lala ace aa ce le COE ee. Pre A BUR. cose cusspescrecuccenkevcesss 
2 A A FS ee ee es oan * SOVEROGKE: i cases scnsesscicessss 
ld EL ame A2 EDO BACON: 2.6 csicrsascovesce A DRBRETORG: «sis caccsversaces cons 
POUOOUIR 7 5.655:.¢e0cnm birds A2 Loughborough M.B.......... A BONES cisco Cons tags ceqesobeces 
PUMRIGTL sco adeesdesssaccdeseee A TOUS DAE. vccsscecciadepessh A2 MONON, ccsuctatsceshascoviieseess 





+ Plus 2d. per working day. 


Lowestoft 








Shoeburyness .........cccccees. 


Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 7d. per hour. Women introduced to 
carry out work other than craft processes, 2s. 3d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 228 


| 





Southampton seers 
Southend-on-Sea Dist. ...""'4 
_ Southport erereseacs- <0 
South Shields C.B...... 7 
Spalding U.D. ........, wD 
Stafford 1? Reet pi 
SC Se ee Mette | 
Stamford M.B. ......... Al 
Stantonwick .........., aay 
Stevenage eel | 
BHOGEDOLE oc scssscssussc a | 
Stockton R.D. ......... oil 
Stockton-on-Tees ...., aes 
uA 

Al 

vol 

ww A 

Al 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. 
DHOLEHAMY csisees0050ssacd 
Shrewsbury M.B. -oagegul 
Sittingbourne corso esessalll 
Skegness U.D. .... i xed 
Skipton U.D. soeaes- eceaagall 
Sleaford U:D. «:.-...<.05 
Slough 
sSITICEN WICK C.B, ..05:0c.ccan tA 
Snettisham Sates ee 
Somerset, County of ....- 










Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ...,.,, 
Stoke Orchard. :......ic22 
Stourbridge M.B. .... 
Stourport U.D>» ..... 
Stowmarket 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B....A] 
Sunderland District ........4 
Sunningdale ................. 
Sutton Coldfield M.B. 0.4 





SWAT NAM  sessccccececvsctcael Ad 
SWOMAQGE: 625 cs cvavescecxaxes Al 
SWANSEA — .cacisescess a! 
Swindon ...... Al 
Swinton -U.D.. ....0.00setee A 


Tamworth M.B. ..........e060. 
WOBLETUER: oc... ccccesceccc eel 
Tewkesbury 
Thames Haven .......:snA 
WHEUORG .civecsccescecs 

Thorpe Bay 





Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
», North of, to Billericay A 
RRDOUEY: desc ccnsvessiessscateoe A 
WOGMORIEN, sce o5c5.scintt «A 
FONDTHIESE an iisiiiséciecectnsiesss 
WORQUAY svscccacceceasiecseceen 
MPQUUER  csccega seesiexesecorees 
ETOWDSIGSES oc. si scscescsscs 





Tunbridge Wel's me 
Tynemouth C.B oo. 0.ccccgsossccll 






Uppingham (Salop) ......... Al 
Uttoxeter Usb). .....:icccciurs A? 
Wakefield. §2t...:.0..0deene 
WAllsen@ Be vocccscccssevasnscele 
Walsall C.B. ooveaeeanenl 
WGIEAGI . 4 cp.sccsssessrninud A 
Walton-on-Naze ............ Al 
IDE sis coc waa cess noosvcigeere A 
WACKHEGICR © '....scccccscconsee 
WaETHIStOR © Liocss....ccsccsetten A 
Warwick MB: .: ciccecdsaccen A 
Wellington U.D., .......cccss A 
Wells (Norfolk) .A2 
Welw ..i5.cs20005: oA 
Welwyn Gar. Citv .... cu 
West Bromwich C.B. ......... A 
Lok renee 2 


Westcliff-on-Sea .........:.00A 
WeStetham) — ...........ccccral 


Weston-super-Mare ......... Al 
Weybridge couvseeevee 
WEVRIOUGR | occ cccescsovcornad Al 
Whitby U.D. ... Al 


Whitstable and District ...A2 
Wickford mm 





PURIMNNTD cvccvcdsccsecescced 5 
NMIDAED csc ccadevsvvcvuseacdenat A 
Wigton 

WHETEIIGLON, | i. ciccoescccccsnsantl A 
Wilmslow sescenecccseessecesscanhl 
Wilts. County of ......... t 


Winchester ..........0:eAl 


- Windermere ...........:+0A3 





Windsor and Eton .......+ Al 
INRIBOOGEY oc, cnccsssesses voeeAd 
WHER SIR Ai Savccccccs +0 Al 
Woking (District) ..... vw Al 
Wokingham Al 


Wolverhampton C.B. «A 
Woodbridge ...........c+ 
Worcester C.B. .......0eeeA 
Workington — ........s00e0A 





Worksop M.B. .....-.:: A 
Worthing ............ceeeeeA? 
Wrexham (incl. Cefn) ....A 
Wroughton iscsi 
WIRING: oi. ccsicccccssescsccectouss A 
Wymondham ......... a 


York 


* For Birkenhead, Liverpool, and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 8d.; Labourers, 3s. 24d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:— 
t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents! 


Australia.—A leading Australian tobacco- 

products manufacturing company has 
acquired a site in Melbourne for a new 
factory. The company is Messrs. Godfrey 
Phillips Holdings, Ltd. No plans have as 
et been released, but details regarding 
requirements could be obtained from the 
company. 

Australia—A new _ pavilion costing 
£300,000 is to be built at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground where the 1956 Olympic 
Games will be held. The pavilion will be 
360 ft. long and will enable the ground to 
accommodate 119,000 people. The Federal 
and Victorian Governments are lending the 
money to build the pavilion. 


* British West Africa—Mr. Stanley T. 
Lord, of the Oversea Engineering Co., P.O. 
108, GPO, Lagos, will be arriving in the UK 
about August 10, and wishes to contact UK 
manufacturers of building materials, i.e., 
cement, concrete mixers, builders’ tools, 
builders’ plant, and builders’ ironmongery. 
wih a view to obtaining their representation 
in Nigeria. During his stay, Mr. Lord will 
reside at ““ Whitegates,” Shipham, Somerset. 
to which address interested exporters should 
address their inquiries. Inquiries by tele- 
phone should be made to the Export Services 
Branch, Board of Trade (Chancery 4411, 
Ext, 356). 

*Canada—The Jewel Sales Co.. 464, 
McGill-street, Montreal 3, Que., wish to 
vontact UK manufacturers in the plumbing 
and allied trades with a view to represent- 
ing them in Canada. They are especially 
interested in contacting the following types 
of firms: (a) iron foundries (with large 
capacity to make cast iron bath tubs, basins 
and sinks); (b) manufacturers capable of 
making stamped bath tubs, basins and sinks; 
() foundries who cast and finish malleable 
iron fittings to the plumbing trade; (d) foun- 
dries who manufacture brass plumbing fit- 
tings; (e) manufacturers of brass tubing and 
brass pipe; (f) manufacturers of cast iron 
soil pipe. Interested manufacturers should 
communicate direct with the company. In- 
quiries by telephone should be made to the 
Export Services Branch, Board of Trade, 
(Chancery 4411, Ext. 350). 


Rhodesia.—It is reported that the Export/ 
Import Bank at Washington has agreed 10 
lend the Rhodesia Congo Border Power 
Corporation an amount of up to $22,400,000 
which will enable the Corporation to in- 
crease its electric power supplies to the four 
existing Northern Rhodesian Copper Mines. 
The power will be generated from two 
hydro-electric installations on the Lualabe 
River in the Belgian Congo, operated by two 
Belgian Congo companies, the Comité 
Special du Katanga and the Union Miniere 
du Haut Katanga. The additional power 
will be available from early in 1957 and the 
arrangement has been welcomed by the 
copper companies who are believed to be 
guaranteeing the interest obligations and 
repayment of part of the principal. 


South Africa—The housing committee of 
the Pietermaritzburg City Coucil recently 
decided to recommend the City Council to 
apply to Natal Housing Board for a loan of 
£60,000, which would be used to erect 100 
sub-economic houses for Indians near the 
Greytown-road in Raisethorpe. In February 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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of this year the Council had decided in prin- 
ciple to apply for the loan and called for a 
report by the City Engineer. This report has 
now been submitted with an estimate of the 
cost of the scheme, and the Council will, in 
due course, invite tenders from building 
contractors to build these houses. 


Southern Rhodesia—Building is to com- 
mence shortly in Bulawayo on the Christian 
Brothers’ College which, when completed, 
will be one of the largest in Southern and 
Central Africa. The College is being financed 
by the Roman Catholic community and it 
will start with a comparatively small nucleus 
of boys. Designs for the building are on 
semi-traditional lines but attention is being 
strictly paid to requirements of local condi- 
tions as well. 

The houses and other buildings at Centen- 
ary City in Bulawayo are to be put up for 
tender to foreign buyers. Among the items 
which may be of interest to UK firms are 
1,000 prefabricated steel and hardboard 
guest houses (12 ft. 4 in. by 14 ft.), 500 
asbestos-cement prefabs. and about 250 pre- 
fabricated timber and plaster board guest 
houses. There are also _ prefabricated 
asbestos-cement “Housing Units” suitable 
for housing 800 natives. 


Turkey.—The Turkish National Assembly 
passed into law recently a bill permitting 
construction in Turkey of military airfields, 
fuel storage depots, oil pipe-lines, communi- 
cation facilities, and military headquarters as 
part of NATO’s programme for collective 
defence. The new installations are to be 
financed with the £24,390,000 allocated to 
Turkey out of the sum of £142,610,000 set 
aside by NATO for the over-all defence pro- 
gramme of that part of Asia-Europe. So 
far very little has been done about allocation 
of work but it is understood that a great 
deal of the building work, if not most of it, 
will be undertaken by foreign specialist firms. 
The Turkish Government is known to be 
interested in British-type structures for cer- 
tain types of military installations and it is 
possible that work will be offered to firms 
specialising in this form of construction. 











A NEW PUBLICATION 


CHURCH ROOF 
COVERINGS 


A survey of alternative 
materials and their method 
of use, prepared by a com- 
mittee set up by the Central 
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Further news is due to be released and 
British firms will be well advised to keep 
watch on developments. 


Venezuela.—A large cement factory is to 
be built at Tachira, in Venezuela, and 
another on a site yet to be finalised in the 
State of Falcon. The aim is to increase 
cement production from 1,000 bags per day 
to 5,000 bags per day for that area. The 
Barquisimeto cement factory is also to have 
extensions which will enable preduction to 
be stepped up to 7,000 bags per day. All 
white cement which now has to be imported 
will then be manufactured locally. Two new 
aqueducts are scheduled for construction in 
the State of Miranda at a cost of about 
£25,000.—Ten million bolivars, or about 
£1m., is to be invested by the General 
Rubber Tyre Company in a new factory to 
produce car batteries, asphalt floors and 
rubber for shoes.—The Railway Develop- 
ment Plan is still being discussed, but it is 
likely that a great deal of work will be 
undertaken in the near future, as Venezuela 
is in dire need of transport facilities for her 
new industries. 


INCORPORATED CLERKS OF 
WORKS 


Examination Passes 


THE Institute of Clerks of Works of Great 
Britain Incorporated have published the fol- 
lowing lists of successful candidates in the 
1953 examinations which were held at the 
RIBA from June 30 to July 4:— 


PART I (PRELIMINARY) 


W: E. Bamber, Southsea, Hants; *W. G. Berry, 
Alloa. Scotland; W. J. Buxton, Upminster, Essex; 
R. . Chambers (Cpl.), Chatham, Kent; Es 
Daniels , (L./Cpl.), Chatham, Kent; A. J. Duffell, 
Walton-on-Hill, Surrey: *A. A. Gibson, Paisley, 
Scotland; J. E. Johnston, Grimsby, Lincs: I. J. 
Jones (S./Sgt.), Bedford, Beds; G. Kingston, 
Rugby, Warwicks; R. H. Loxton (S./Sgt.), Chat- 
ham, Kent. ’ 

*R. D. Mackay, Grangemouth, Scotland; *J. 
McAlpine, Wishaw, Scotland: T. Mendham, Bury 
St. Edmunds, Suffolk; A. A. Myers (Cpl.), Chatham, 
Kent; H. Neale, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk: E. 
Nuttall, Woolfold, Bury, Lancs; D. Pilsworth (Cpl.), 
Chatham, Kent; F. C. Potter, Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts; D. Quinn (Sgt.), Chatham, Kent; R. S. Rey- 
nolds, Bath, Somerset; A. Stead, Doncaster, Yorks: 
A. A. Tait, Herne Hill, London, SE24; *D. J. 
Taylor, Edinburgh, Scotland; W. C.- Witham, Padi- 
ham, Burnley, Lancs. 


PART II (FINAL) 
PASSED 
R. G. Adams, Walsall, Staffs; G. Asquith, Black- 
pool, Lancs; L. J. Bradley, Watford, Herts: L. G. 
Chilcott, Plymouth, Devon; *D. . Collingwood, 
Gateshead-on-Tyne; *J. R. Cruickshank, Aberdeen, 
Scotland; *J. Currie, Kilbarchan, Scotland; K. C. 
Forster, Macclesfield, Cheshire; H. Hain, Hyde, 


Cheshire; W. C. Harding, Taunton, Somerset; *A. O. 
Harrison, Glasgow, Scotland; F. H. Knight, Ports 
mouth, Hants; C.J. Mahon, Londonderry, N. 
Ireland; S. A. Marshall, Spondon, Derbyshire: P. J. 
McGourty, Camberwell, London, SE5; F. C. 
Muggeridge, Woodford Green Essex. 


J. L. B. Oates, Dagenham, Essex; *T. W. 
Pomphrey, Egremont, Cumberland; E. D. Pritchard, 
Bromley, Kent; W. Pryor, Mablethorpe, Lincs; A. F. 
Rapley, Slough, Bucks; S. Ratcliffe, Wigan, Lancs: 
D. Savage, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs; T. Scott, Don- 
caster, Yorks, D. W. Shillito, Farnley, Leeds, Yorks: 
J. S. Steele, Mitcham, Surrey; R. Turner, Laverstoke, 
Whitchurch, Hants; T. Whittaker, Oldham, Lancs. 


The following passed in three groups in June, 1952, 
and this time completed the examination:—T. R. S. 
Barnet, Tilehurst, Reading, Berks; H. J. Cainey, 
Hebden Bridge, Yorks; W. Foster, Cinderhill, Nott- 
ingham; E. R. L. Luckett, S. Norwood, London, 
SE25; S. D. Marriott, Emmer Green, Reading, 
Berks; G. T. Martin, Salisbury, Wilts; *W. Milligan, 
boc iga Scotland; J. Unwin, Bushey Heath, 

erts. 


The following passed in two 
and this time completed the examination:—D. S. 
Bateson, Crawley, Sussex; R. E. Boon, Woodford 
Green, Essex; A. J. Boulton, Harrogate, Yorks; S. A 
Clarke, Melton Mowbray, Leics; S. J. Dillon, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts; F. G. Mayhew, Wimbledon. 
London, SW20. is 


groups in June, 1952, 
S 





* *Denotes sat the examination in Scotland. 
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Edinburgh City Architect 
ME. ALEXANDER STEELE, DA (Edin- 
burgh), ARIBA, at present senior 
depute City Architect, has been appointed to 
succeed Mr. A. G. Forgie when he retires 
from the post of Edinburgh City Architect 
in the near future. 


Architect’s Gift 


COUNCILLOR T. ScoTY SUTHERLAND. 
FRIBA, FRIAS, an Aberdeen architect, has 
presented Garthdee House to the governors 
of Robert Gordon’s College, Aberdeen, tor 
use as a school of architecture, subject :o 
his life-rent, it was intimated at a special 
meeting on July 31 of the governors. 


In addition to the house, which was pur- 
chased recently by Councillor Sutherland, 
the gift includes two lodges and 20 acres 
of ground. 


Mr. J. F. HALL, chairman of the collee 
governors, said the gift would help to solve 
their present problems with regard to accom- 
modation. The chairman’s committee. who 
had handled the negotiations, had recom- 
mended that when they took occupancy of 
the house it should be known as “ The T. 
Scott Sutherland School of Architecture.” 





Burns House 


THE SUGGESTION that there should be a 
“Burns House” in the reconstructed Royal 
Mile of Edinburgh was made by Mr. W. J. 
KinG GILLIES, president of the Edinburgh 
District Burns Clubs Federation, when he 
presided at the opening of a Burns exhibition 
in the city. If the city found it difficult 
to find occupants for the whole of the Royal 
Mile they might, he suggested, present one 
of the renovated buildings to the Burns 
clubs. They had no home of their own in 
Edinburgh and they found the cost of living 
was getting beyond their modest pockets. 

The proposal was taken up by BAILLIE 
J. B. MACKENZIE, representing the Lord Pro- 
vost, who said it would be an admirable 
thing if we had a “ poets’ corner” in the 
Royal Mile, which could do much to pro- 
mote and preserve the interest and inspira- 
tion of Scottish poets, Burns, Scott, 
Ferguson, Hogg, Stevenson, etc. The Royal 
Mile was the part of Edinburgh in which 
Burns resided when he came to the city, and 
is full of associations with the Scottish poet. 


Rise in Aberdeen Rates 


ABERDEEN COUNTY COUNCIL, on July 24, 
fixed the rates for the county for 1953-54 at 
16s. 6d. in the £1, an increase of 6d. The 
increase will be divided equally between 
owners and occupiers, who will now pay 
8s. 5d. and 8s. 1d. respectively. In addition 
there will be a domestic water rate for occu- 
piers of 1s. 6d. j 


Sponsored House Purchase 


THE SPONSORING Of houses for sale to the 
public by Prestwick Town Council was 
praised by SiR Maurice BONHAM-CARTER. 
chairman of Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd.. 
at a ceremony of handing over the keys. 

The firm has built to the Town Council’s 
order, 22 bungalows of four apartments to 
one of their standard designs. These were 
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offered for sale to persons on the housing 
list at the price of £2,200 which included 
road charges, fencing and gates and the pro- 
vision of electric cookers and wash boilers. 
Most of them have been sold and several are 
occupied. Sir Maurice’ described the 
Occasion as unique as he thought these were 
the first houses built by a burgh in Scotland 
for sale to the public and at no charge in 
the rates. At a lunch afterwards Sir 
Maurice spoke of the sponsoring of houses 
for sale as a far-sighted action on the part 
of the council. This policy of sponsoring 
houses, bungalows, or flats by local authori- 
ties—financed as it could be by the building 
societies—could be one of the primary con- 
tributory factors in solving the housing prob- 
lem imposed on the authorities and on the 
public at large. It was to be hoped that Prest- 
wick, the pioneers in this departure, would be 
followed by other councils in the drive to 
house the people adequately and happily. 


Replying, PRovostT MILLIGAN said that if 
the present system of building council 
houses and paying for their upkeep con- 
tinued the time would come when there 
would be no money left in the “ kitty.” 


New Insurance Offices 


EDINBURGH CORPORATION Planning Com- 
mittee have unanimously approved plans for 
the erection of large premises by the Sun 
Life Insurance Office, Ltd., at the corner of 
George-street and  Frederick-street. For 
many years negotiations have been going on 
about the new building and this. was the 
third set of plans to be submitted to the 
committee. A proposal made by the Town 
Planning Officer that the plans should once 
again be submitted to the Royal Fine Art 
Commission before any decision was made 
was rejected. 


The first application for the building was 
made on plans prepared by Mr. 1. W. 
Marwick, an Edinburgh architect. A 
decision was then taken by the Town Coun- 
cil to grant planning consent in accordance 
with these. Then the Sun Insurance submit- 
ted alternative plans prepared by , London 
architects. When these came before the 
Planning Committee it was resolved, after 
long discussions, to submit them to the 
Royal Fine Art Commission. The Com- 
mission reported adversely on them. 

The new plans differ from the first and 
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Leeds X.L. Fire Cement is 
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Ideal for fitting new con- 
tinuous-burning Fires. 
Obtainable from your 
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available in a range 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
OLLOWING are rates of wages 


authorised by the Scottish Nationa] 
Joint Council as from February 2. 1953 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 6$d.: Labourers, 3s. 1¢, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 

Ss. ad. 
ist me ts tae ce 38 Lit 
2nd jn rr > aoe 51 il} 
3rd ase hs eee, ap 
4th ma a .. 66% 103 104 
Sth 75 116 104 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) aA ae ies 1 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) 2 ae 














second set. The bone of contention between 
Corporation officials and representatives of 
the company was the extent of a recess link- 
ing the proposed new building and adjoining 
bank premises. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans to be prepared for 124 houses to 
be erected at the Mastrick housing site, for which the 
architect is Leo Durnan (A), 252, Union-st., Aberdeen, 

Dunfermline.—Plans have been approved for a new 
prim. sch. at Aberdour-rd. The architect is R. §, 
Lawrie (A), County-bldgs., St. Catherine-st., Cupar. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted in Dean of Guild 
Court to St. Cuthbert’s Co-operative Association, Ltd., 
92, Fountainbridge, to demolish temporary shop 
premises and erect shops, houses and milk store at 
Moredun Park-rd. at an est. cost of £40,000. Warrant 
granted to Trustees for the Archdiocese of St. 
Andrews and Edinburgh to make alterations and 
repairs to Marionville House, Marionville-rd., at a cost 
of £8,500. Warrant granted the city to erect one 
three-storey block of six shops and six houses at 
Drylaw Mains South housing development. Warrant 
granted William Crawford & Sons, Ltd., biscuit manu- 
facturers, 42, Elbe-st., Leith, for the erection of a 
steel-framed building at Salamander-st. and Bath-st., 
Leith, at a cost of £75,000. Warrant granted William 
Younger & Co., Ltd., for extension of bottling factory 
at Park Stores, Holyrood-rd., at an est. cost of £95,000. 
Plans by Blyth & Blyth, 135, George-st. Interim 
warrant granted the Church of Scotland General 
Trustees, 121, George-st., for the erection of hall 
church with offices at junction of Longstone-gr. and 
Kingsknowe-rd.- North. Warrant -granted city to 
demolish, alter and erect buildings at 187, 201, 217, 
209, 213, 171 and 183, Canongate as part of the 
Canongate reconstruction scheme. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new halls to be erected 
at Aucherhill-rd., for which the architect is Hugh A. B. 
MacGregor, 51, Dormal-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of their own architects 
for alterations and additions at Beech-ave. for Rolls- 
Royce, Ltd. 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations and 
additions to the works of Glasgow Tobacco Warehouse 
Co., Ltd., at York-st. The architect is William R. 
MacKay, 20, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians in hand for alterations and addi- 
tion for A. L. Scott & Son, Ltd., boot manufacturers, 
at David-st. The architects are Whyte & Nico! (F), 31, 
North Frederick-st., Glasgow. 


Hamilton.—Plans to be prepared for the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., for new housing 
scheme, for which the architect is J. Austin Bent (A). 
15-19, Palmerston-p|., Edinburgh. 

Kirkcaldy.—Fifeshire CC has approved plans for a 
new prim. sch. to be-erected at Fair Isle-rd. The 
architect is Robert S. Lawson (F), County-bldgs., St. 
Catherins-st., Cupar, Fife. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for new showrooms to 
be erected at Carmunnock-rd., Catheart, by the Castle- 
milk Garage Co., Ltd., 206, Knightshridge-dr., 
Rutherglen. 

Mossplatt.—Lanarkshire CC to erect new houses at 
Mossplatt, for which the architect is Samue! MacColl 
(A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Newbattle.—Plans to be prepared for 180 houses, for 
which the architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15-19, 
Palmerston-st., Edinburgh. 

St. Andrews.—Corporation to erect 58 houses at the 
Auld Burn site, their architect being L. R. Rolland 
(F), Master of Works Office, Municipal-bidgs., St. 
Andrews. 

Thoratonhail.—New Lanarkshire administrative build- 
ings, etc., for which the orckitect is John &. Wingate 
(F), 5, Oswald-st., Glasgow. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Tower Cranes 


Messrs W. E. Bray and Co., Ltd., of Faggs- 
road, Feltham, Middlesex, inform us that 
the tower crane shown at work in Switzer- 
jand in an illustration in our issue of July 3, 
was the Wullschleger, and that a crane based 
on this patent, the Brayda, was manufaciured 
by them in this country and was among the 
first tower cranes to be so built. The 
majority of these cranes have been sent 
abroad to the order of British companies 
operating Overseas, but one can be seen in 
operation on a gas cleaning plant in South 
Wales. 


Dover Car Ferry Terminal 


Concrete shuttering made from Weyroc 
was used in the new car ferry terminal at 
Dover which was illustrated in our issue 
of July 17 last. Weyroc boards, 8 ft. by 
4 ft., were used, and it is claimed that the 
large board size reduced join marks to the 
minimum, and the close surface of the 
poard, treated with a normal sealing agent, 
ensured a high standard of finish, Some 
hoards, it is stated, were used 17 times on 
the terminal construction without loss of 
efficiency. 


Sliding Door Gear 


Geo. W. King, Ltd., manufacturers of 
sliding door gear, are publishing a series of 
practical leaflets illustrating in detail the 
support brackets, hangers, tracks and guide 
needed for a wide variety of door move- 
ments. They cover light domestic installa- 
tions and gear designed for farms and 
factories to accommodate doors of up to 
two tons per leaf. Copies of the three leaf- 
lets so far published can be obtained from 
the company at Argyle Works, Stevenage. 
Herts. 


Improved Distribution 


The sales branch and service organisation 
of the North British Rubber Co., Ltd., Edin- 
burgh, and the Dominion Rubber Co., Ltd., 
London, have been consolidated in order to 
improve the distribution of goods both at 
home and overseas. The North British 
Rubber Co. will undertake the distribution 
in the UK of all products (tyres, footwear 
and general mechanicals) previously handled 
by the separate sales divisions of the two 
companies. The Dominion Rubber Co. will 
undertake the distribution of North British 
and Dominion products overseas. The pro- 
ducts of both the companies will be 
manufactured at Castle Mills, Edinburgh, 
and Heathhall, Dumfries. 


New Toilet Cubicles 


A new range of toilet cubicles. which are 
readily adaptable to modern architectural 
designs for factories, hospitals, offices, 
schools and similar buildings, has just been 
placed on the market. Roften Toilet 
Cubicles, as they are called, are pre-fabri- 
cated for easy, economical erection, and are 
claimed to be rustproof and fire-resistant. 
The standard cubicles are arranged at centre 
distances of 2 ft. 9in., conforming to the 
centres of outlets of normal overhead flush- 
ing cisterns, and can be supplied to suit 
other centre distances specified. They are 
made by the Pressed Metal Division of 
Williams and Williams, Ltd., Roften Works, 
Hooton, Cheshire, and can be supplied in 
groups of any number, in a ra‘ige of aitrac- 
tive pastel shades. 
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Carriage Depot Canteen 


To facilitate the efficient, economical 
inspection and maintenance of main-line 
carriages, British Railways have opened a 
£750,000 carriage depot at Willesden where 
400 coaches are dealt with each day by 
a production-line system in which the 
Carriages are moved along to each operator 
in turn. The canteen, planned by the Euston 
Civil Engineer’s staff, seats 150 workers and 
has a wide cafeteria service counter with 
tray rail. Attached to the main dining- 
room is a small messing-bay for employees 
bringing their own food. This has a smal} 
oven and water boiler providing constant 
boiling water at low cost. In the main 
kitchen a hoist brings the food up to the 
preparation units, and, wherever possible, 
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hand work has been eliminated by labour- 
saving machines. An elevated heat service 
unit, open to both kitchen and counter. 
keeps the cooked food hot. The automatic 
catering equipment was supplied by James 
Stott and Co. (Engineers), Ltd., of Oldham. 


Transporting Cement 


Details of chassis-mounted hopper units 
understood to be capable of unloading more 
than 34 tons on site in eight to ten minutes 


_and up to a height of 45 ft. are contained 


in a booklet produced by Thomas W. Ward. 
Ltd., Albion Works, Sheffield. Other items 
covered in the publication, entitled “ Bulk 
Cement and Concrete Transportation, 
Storage and Mixing Equipment,” include 
truck mixers, batching and mixing plants. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and pre- 
vious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 


this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk are 
advertised in this number. The dates at the heads of 
paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders: 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications: the 
name and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 11. 


*Enfield UDC.—Convenience, Forty Hall estate. F. 
Lee. E&S, 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by September 7. 
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AUGUST 12. 
*+Southampton CBC.—Offices for junior boys, 
Foundry-la. school. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by 
Sept. 1. 


AUGUST 14. 


*iliord BC.—Extension -to Highlands infants’ schoo! 
BE. Tenders by Oct. 27. 


AUGUST 15. 

*+Essex Court of Quarter Sessions.—Police station 
and houses, Harold Hill estate, Romford. County A, 
Chelmsford. 

*tEssex CC.—Erection of North Weald CofE 
primary school. County A, Chelmsford. 

_ **Farnborough UDC.—Twelve old people’s dwell- 
ings, Queen’s-rd.,-Gravel-rd. E&S. Dep. £2 2s 
Tenders by Aug. 31. 

*+Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd.—Pathological In- 
stitute and Regional Blood Transfusion Centre. at 
Gen. Hospital. R. Dobbin. Sec., ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne- 
d. 


r 
AUGUST 17. 


*Maidenhead BC.—Sixteen houses at 
estate, contract 3W. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 19. 


*+Camberwell MBC.—Approved list of contractors 
for erection of dwellings covering work up to (a) 
£10,000; (b) £10,000 to £25,000; (c) £25,000 to 
£50,000. TC. 

*tDurham County Police Authority.x—Work in con- 
nection with Police housing at Wardley, Felling. G. R. 
Clayton (F), Architect to Police Authority, Court-la.. 
Durham. 


**Durham County Police Authority—Work in con- 
nection with Police housing. G. Clayton (F), 
Architect to Police Authority, Court-la., Durham 

*tPortsmouth City C.—Fifty-six houses at Bilby 
Town, Leigh Park. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Southgate BC.—Two houses in Cowper-gdns., N14. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Sept. 28. 


AUGUST 22. 

*Hornchurch UDC.—Repairs, 

Cottage, Upper Rainham-rd., 
Stadium. E&S. Dep. £1 1s. 


Larchfield 


etc., Primrose 
and convenience at 


*Ware UDC.—29 houses (two contracts). W. J. 
Davis, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
AUGUST 24. 
*#Reds CC.—Six police houses. Kendale-rd., 


Luton, and one police house, Box End, Kempston. 
County A, Bedford. 


AUGUST 26. 
*Leigh BC.—Lodge, office. etc., at the Green-lane 
Cemetery. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 27. 


*Gunnersbury Park Joint Com.—Various roof works 
to large and small mansions. S. W. Slight, BSc. 
AMICE, Boro’ E, Town Hall, Acton. 


AUGUST 28. 
*Luton BC.—12 dwellings (two contracts). - BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. ' 
*Staines UDC.—Eight houses, Woodthorpe-rd. 
estate. S., 240, London-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


*West Riding Standing Joint Committee.—15 police 
houses, etc.,on various sites. County A, ‘* Bishop- 
garth,”’ Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 29. 
*Merioneth Ed. Com.—Two classrooms and canteen 


kitchen at girls’ grammar school, Bala. Norman L. 
Jones, County A. Dep. £3 3s. 
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AUGUST 31. 

*Liverpool City C.—Dismantling of two garages and 
storage shed and erection of new garage and store 
building at Llanforda, Oswestry. WE, 55, Dale-st., 
Liverpool 2. 

*Stepney BC.—(a) Reinforced concrete work and 
(b) electrical installation at Raphael House, Mile End- 
rd. E&S. Deposit in case of (b), £2 2s. 

*+Warwickshire CC.—Approved list of contractors 
for maintenance and building works costing between 
(i) £10,000 and £25,000; (2) £25,000 and £50,000; (3) 
over £50,000. County A, Shire Hall, Warwick. 


SEPTEMBER 1. 

*West Riding CC.—Farmhouse and complete set of 
farm buildings with Dutch barn at Marton-cum-Grat- 
ton, nr. Boroughbridge, Yorks. County Land Agent, 
County Hall, Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 2. 


*Brighton CB.—Factory at the Lower Bevendean 
Light Industrial Area. Howe, MInstCE, 26-30. 
King’s-rd., Brighton. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 4. 


*Cuckfield UDC.—Conversion of Merrowes, Oathall- 
rd., Haywards Heath, into 16 flats. R. J. Willett. 


Surveyor to UDC. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Peterlee Dev. Corpn.—Ninety-three flats at Chapel 


Hill sites. Chief A. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 7. 
*Oswestry BC.—New attested section, Smithfield. 
BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 9. 
*Whiston RDC.—Garages and store, Council Offices, 
Deiph-la. Watson Garbutt, Surveyor and Architect. 


SEPTEMBER 14. 


*Hambledon RDC.—Minor repairs and _ internal 
decoratiens to the Council Offices, Bury Fields, 
Guildford. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 18. 

*Malmesbury RDC.—1i2 houses, Luckington. 
Edwards & Webster, architects, 10, St. Mary-st., 
Chippenham. Dep. £3 3s. 

NO DATE. 


*Co-op. Wholesale’ Society, Ltd.—Garage at Abbey- 
la., Leicester. Chief A, Co-op. Wholesale Society, 
Ltd., 1, Balloon-st., Manchester 4. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Leamington Spa BC.—One block of. flats and 
shops. Rayner & Fedeski, architects, 28, The Parade. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 28. 
*East Ham CB.—Repair and renewal of terrazzo 
and mosaic floors in foyer and corridors, Town Hall. 
BE. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 22. 

*Rhondda UDC.—Roads and sewers at Penygraig. 
C. Gingell (A), 13, Ystrad-rd., Pentre, Rhondda. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

*Rhondda UDC.—Road works at Maerdy, Rhondda. 
C. Gingell (A). Housing A, 13, Ystrad-rd., Pentre, 
Rhondda. Dep. £3 3s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Brixton.—FLAtS.—The erection of 57 flats in Acre- 
la. is proposed by Rowley Bros., Ltd., builders, Tower 
Works, Dunloe-ave., N17. 

Chelsea.—LaporaTory.—Royal Cancer Hospital 
Com., Fulham-rd., SW3, propose the extension of 
Chester Beatty Research Institute Laboratory. 

City.—Orrices.—Modernisations and adaptations 
are to be made to 2-12, St. Mary Axe and 3, 8, 9 and 
10, Brown’s Buildings for new offices for Cayzer 
Irvine & Co., Ltd. Architects are Ronald Ward & 
Ptnrs., 17, Lowndes-st., SW1 

Friern Barnet.—AGED Persons’ DweLLincs.—Hsg. 
Com. are considering the erection of aged persons’ 
dwellings on land at the rear of Nos. 2-22, Russell-rd. 

Friern Barnet.—DEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend that authorisation be given to K. R. Smith, 
architect, 10, Bayley-st., WC1, to prepare detailed 
plans for the erection of 36 flats on site No. 14, 
** Parkside ’’ and ‘‘ Chelwood.”’ 

Friern Barnet.—Houses.—By-law permission given 
to proposals by J. Lovesay (Bldrs.), Ltd., Estate 
Office, The Lindens, N12, for the erection of nine 
houses at Church-way, N20. 

mpstead.— FLATS AND MAISONETTES.—Plans are 
tou coapened by Richard Nickson, architect, 33, 
Welbeck-st., W1, for the erection of 96 maisonettes 
and 12 flats in Broadhurst-gdns. 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRICKS AND TILES 


Details of higher prices for bricks and tiles 
following a wages increase are given on page 222. 








Haymarket.—OFFICE AND SHOWROOMS.—Plans for 
the erection of an office and showroom block in the 
Haymarket are being prepared by E. A. Stone, Toms 
& Ptnrs., architects, 26, South Audley-st., W1. 

Ilferd.—FLats.—Erection of 84 flats on Marks Gate 
estate is proposed by Hammond & Miles, Ltd., 
builders, Scrafton-rd. Works. 

Ilford.—CuHurRcH.—Scheme for the erection of an 
RC church in Cranbrook-rd. is being prepared by 
D. R. Burles, architect, 59, Exford-ave., Westcliff-on- 
Sea. 

Lewisham.—WAaREHOUSE AND OFFICES.—We have 
been informed that C. G. Eaglen & Sons are not 
connected with the proposal to erect a warehouse and 
offices at Sydenham-rd. as reported in this column 
last week. This scheme, we understand, is still in its 
very early stages. 

Lewisham.—DEPARTMENTAL StTorE.—Royal Arsenal 


Co-operative Society, Ltd., Powis-st., SE18, plan 
to erect a departmental store at Belmont Hill. 
Leyton.—PoLicE Houses.—CC have raised no 


objection to the erection of two police houses on site 
of Nos. 29-31, Southwest-rd., E11. 

Leytonstone.—Nurses’ Home.—W. F. Howard, 
103, Old Brompton-rd., SW7, is architect for a 
scheme to provide a nurses’ home at Langthorne 
Hospital. 

St. Marylebone.—WELFARE BLiock.—MH & LG 
have approved BC’s scheme for the erection of a 
Welfare Block at the Cleansing Wharves. Hsg. Com. 
recommend the appointment of Guy Nicholls, LRIBA, 
66a, Wigmore-st., W1, as architect, and A. W. 
Croser, FRICS, 36, Victoria-st., SW1, as quantity 
surveyor in connection with the scheme. 

St. Marylebone. — APPOINTMENT. — Works Com. 
recommend the appointment of Guy Nicholls, LRIBA, 
66a, Wigmore,st., W1, as architect for the schemes 
in connection with the painting and decoration of 
requisitioned properties for housing purposes approved 
for execution in 1953-54. 

Southwark.—WarREHOUSE.—Erection of a warehouse 
in Griffin-st. is proposed by Holliday & Greenwood, 
Ltd., 11, Buckingham Palace Gdns., SW1 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—Governors of sec. tech. sch. propose 
additional art room, craft room, metal work room and 
three additional classrooms. 

Barnsley.—EC received approval for sec. mod. sch. 
at Kendray in 1954/5 programme. Est. cost, £187,000. 

Barrow.—TIC propose alterations to tech. college, 
£10,856 est.—Approved layout for 16 houses at Bal- 
moral-dr. for Russel Bros., Ltd., Salthouse-rd., Barrow. 

Belford.—RDC to build bungalows for old people 
ee a block of three-bedroomed houses. Plans 
by S. 

Birkenhead.—TC propose fire station at Woodchurch 
estate, £25,500 est. 

Blyth.—BE; D. W. Foster, to prepare plans for 
houses in Gordon-rd. 

Bradford.—IC to prepare plans for health centre 
at the Buttershaw estate. 








VERMICULITE ; € 


gives 


SATIN SMOOTH. 


FLOORS 


FOR FACTORIES, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, 
FLATS AND HOUSES 


INSULATION * 
BRIGHT COLOURS * 
HARD WEARING * 


THE CHEERFUL PLASTIC 
FLOOR YOU WISH FOR 


167, VICTORIA ST., 
LONDON, S.W.1 


DO - M LTD. uu56 6 7913 


°°? 


August 7 1953 


Brighton.—TIC to build 60 dwellings at Denton-g; 
Hollingbury estate (site No. 5), to cost £86,545 (est.)’ 
—TC to build 12 police houses at South Wooding. 
dean. BE&S.—TC to build glasshouse centre S 
recog’ Park for Parks Com. Parks Supt.-—T¢ Z 
ae” dwellings in section I of Craven Vale estate, 


Bromsgrove.—RDC propose further 8 ho 
Stoke, 50 at Belbroughton. Architect “Te 
Gough, Birmingham. a 

Plans submitted:—UDC to consider 

: ‘ plan by Eyres 

(Bidrs. & Contrs.), Ltd., Birmingham, for the ae 
struction of either a super garage with underground 
parking facilities, shops and flats, or a Petmane 
amusement centre on Old Fairground, Rednal * 

UDC approved plans:—Five houses 

: s at Lea G 

Wythall, for W. H. Tyers, Ltd.; 48 houses at Maypck 
—_. hsp pad Jack Everton Estate Co. Ltd. 

version of stables into kitchen, flats a : t 
Hagley Hall, for Lord Cabham. ae ney 


Bucks.—EC received approval for j 

5 jun. s 

Bletchley in 1954/5 programme, £51,392 Mage : 

gram. or tech. sch. at Bletchley as reserve Project ‘ 
Caernarvon.—TC propose conversion i 

} g of library r 

into offices and erection of building f eet 06 ae 

of institute buildings. ead... 


Chadderton.—S. to consi i 
leuk of 36 tne, oO consider erection of two-storey 


Cheadle.—Staffs RDC to negotiate with Wi 
for further houses at Wentlows site, ,aeely a 


Cheshire.—Trustees of Historic Cheshi . 
Preservation Trust to rai ire Churches 
various churches. raise £100,000 for works a 


Chester.—EC received approval for inclusi 
posed Highfield inf. sch. in 1954/5 prosramme Pe 
Chesterfield.—RDC propose erection of h 
Greendale-ave., Holymoorside.— * tow mae 
at Birk Hill Housing estate. ore oe oF 


Chesterfield.—Sheffield Reg. Hos 
d ef] R Pp. Brd. propose de. 
a S oe Hall. Architects. for pe 
inary scheme are artin, Marti 6 
Colmore-row, Birmingham. ee SO ae 
Chesterfield.—TC received ap 
( ptoval for first sta 
ot adaptations to east win f chi : 
Ashgate-rd., £10,000 est.. oe eee ee 


Corby.—Northants CC received approval f 
1 of fire station in 1953/4 pro a Work to ae 
pg Bm /4 programme. Work to com- 


Coventry.—TC received ap 

a proval to commenc 

proposed Herbert Art Gallery and Museum peg 

Peso Bayley-la., Jordan Well, Freeth-st. and 

“St. during current year. Archit 

bert & Son, Leicester. areianen~ - 
Cumberland.—CC to convert four i 

; R f classroom 

six classrooms at Wigton National jun. sch. rea 

by County A, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 


Darlington.—Hsg. Comm. a i 

J : sg. - approved erection of four 
shops with flats over on Haughton housing estate pe 
four on Nickstream housing estate. Boro’ A, E. A 
Tornbohm, Darlington. a) 


_ Derbyshire.—EC seek Ministry appr 
ing 1954/5 schools building Mi satcceleaa ore 
Whitwell, first instalment of sec. mod. sch., £110,000 
est.; Brimington boys’, £99,000 est.; additions at Holl- 
ingwood girls’, £15,000 est.; three-form entry sch. at 
Matlock, £138,000 est., and Alfreton, £140,850 est.: 
Chesterfield Newbold sch., £140,000 etc.; additions to 
Tupton Hall sch., Clay Cross, and Swanwick Hall and 
Alfreton gram. sch., £80,000 each; Birley inf, and 
Mickley inf., £39,325 and £22,000 est. 


Durham.—County EC considerin 

" ; g scheme f ° 
verting Whitworth House, Spennymoor, imo ata 
for subnormal children. Cost £12,000. 

Durham.—RDC seeking loan sanction for £55.90 
for erection of 52 houses at Bearpark.—Page, Son & 
Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields, are architects for 
reconstruction of ‘‘ Davy Lamp’’ public-house, for 
Vaux & Assoc. Breweries, Ltd.—Batch Productions, 
Ltd., Allergate, Durham City, propose light engineer- 
ing works at Old Pit, Framwellgate Moor. Architects, 
Cordingley & McIntyre, The College, Durham. 

Easington.—RDC to take over playing field at 
Wheatley Hill for building of coeeas: 4 w S, 
R. R. Lumsden. i 

Hetton (Co. Durham).—UDC to build 311 houses 
during next three years. S, P. W. Richardson, Council 
Offices, Hetton. 

Hoole.—UDC propose furth 
Page prop: er 38 houses. to complete 

Kidderminster.—TC to approve plans for blocks 
containing four houses at Franche estate. 

Lanchester.—RDC to borrow £40,980 for building 
of 40 houses at Lanchester. Plans by S. 

Leek.—UDC to invite tenders for Stage 1 of Cattle 
Market, £27,000 est.—RDC approved "Sens for 98° 
houses at Brown Edge for Coal Industry Housing 
Assoc. 

Liverpool.—TC approved layout for further 63 
dwellings adjoining Southdean-rd., Finch House estate. 
nr. Dovecot. Plans by City A, Dr. Ronald Bradbury. 

Longbenton.—UDC, Forest Hall, approved building 
of 46 houses at Holystone, and 50 at Forest Hall. 
Plans by A. C. Sweetman, surveyor. 

Manchester.—TC approved erection of 7 houses, 4 
cottage flats and 9 houses with 9 flats over at Burton- 
st., North-st. and Almond-st., Collyhurst. 

Mansfield.—Hosp. Management Comm. to _ invite 
tenders for X-ray department at Kings Mill Hosp. 
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Architects. Vailance & Westwick, White Hart-st., 
Mansfield 

Mansfield.—BC approved pians for showrooms at 
pelvedere-st., for St. Peter’s Church Trustees, 

Middlesbrough.—BE, J. A. Kenyon, informed TC 
that it will cost £10,000 to convert “‘ Southend,’’ Mar- 
jon-rd., into residential accommodation for old people. 

Middlesbrough.—Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, 
93, Albert-rd., appointed architects by TC for proposed 
pranch library at Thorntree. 

Middlesbrough.—Revised sketch plans are in hand 
for first stage of proposed Longlands County College, 
forEC. P. R. Middleton is Educ. A. 

Middlesbrough.—TC considering offer by Gregory 
Housing Ltd., Worthing, to erect three-storey flats. 

Morecambe.—Clarke-st. Congregational Church pro- 
se church at Broadway. Commence in autumn, 
£20,000 est. 

Newcastic.—Plans for prim. sch. in Benwell Hill-rd. 
for Ed. Com. approved. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth Market. 

Newcastle.—St. James’ Products, Ltd., Condercum- 
., to build additional storey to their factory. Archi- 
ect, M. Gatoff, 25, Trafalgar-st. 

Newcastie.—Clinic to be built at Percy Hedley sch. 
for spastic children at Forest Hall. A, C. S. Erring- 
ton, 46, Grainger-st. 

Newcastle.—Large houses 8 and 9, Framlington-p!. 
to be converted into hostels for nurses at the Royal 
Victoria Infirmary. Plans by Clerk of Works, Royal 
Victoria Infirmary. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.—District Reg. Hosp. Board to 
tuld a laboratory at Ashington Hosp. Plans by 
p. Kk. Knighton, ** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.—Reg. Hosp. Board to build a 
pithological institute, blood transfusion centre and 
public health laboratory at General Hosp., Newcastle. 
Consulting architects, Sherrer & Hicks, 27, Harcourt 
House, 19, Cavendish-sq., London, W.1. 

North Riding.—John Leaning & Son, Bedford-row, 
WCl. appointed QS by EC for proposed Thornaby 
cy. jan. sch.—EC informed by MoE that next year’s 
building programme will include Scarborough Eastfield 
ty. sec. sch.; Northallerton cty. prim. sch.; and Scar- 
borough Eastfield cty. prim. sch. (No. iy 
Knowles, School A. 


North Riding.—EC to let contract for constructing 
liorary in cloisters at Richmond Grammar Sch. County 
A (Schools), D. W. Dickenson, County Hall, North- 
allerton. 

Northumberland.—Bedlington and Blyth Councils 
urged Northumberland CC to begin work as soon as 
possible on its £70,000 scheme for construction of road 
bridge over River Blyth at Kitty Brewster. 
Nottingham.—CC approved July 27 report of Markets 
and Fairs Comm. recommending extension of cooling 
hall at public abattoir, cost £22,600. 


Nottinghamshire.—The following projects have been 
approved by M of E as part of Notts Educ. Comm.’s 
1954-55 building programme:—Bramcote Hills, Beeston, 
Grammar Sch. (£168,000); Carlton, Arnold-la. Sec. 
Mod. Sch. (£99,000); Carlton-in-Lindrick Prim. Sch. 
(part) (£25,696); Mansfield Woodhouse, Ley-la. Sec. 
Mod. Sch. (£140,250); Mansfield, Bancroft-la. Sec. 
Sch. (part) (£132,000); Eastwood Cty. Sec. Sch. (ex- 
tension) (£31,644); Eastwood Nuthall Prim. Sch. (part) 
(825,696); East Retford Sir Frederick Milner and Hall- 
croft Cty. Sec. Sch. (extensions) (£17,600); Ollerton 
Cty. Sec. Sch. (extensions) (£25,000); Newark, Win- 
thorpe-rd. Jun. and Inf. (£44,968); West Bridgford, 
Valley-rd. Jun. and Inf. (£44,968); Newark Cty. Tech. 
College (extensions (£10,000); Worksop Cty. Tech. 
College (extensions), £41,700); Hopwell Hall Special 
Sch. (extensions) (£15,000); Thieveswood Boarding 
Special Sch. for Physically Handicapped Children 
(£25,000); County Hall (extensions) (£16,000). 

Otley—West Riding CC propose erection of a fire 
station at Bondgate. 

Runcorn.—Tenders to be invited during next few 
weeks for work on Runcorn-Widnes suspension bridge. 
est. £1,300,000, across the Mersey. First stages will 
be two main piers, four approved piers and anchorages. 

St. Helens.—TC approved conversion of Park Farm 
Ouse as Community centre. 

Scarborough.—Div. Educ. Executive contemplate 
erection of fourth school on Eastfield estate. 

Searborougi).—Wilkinson, Smith  & Brittlebank. 
Martins Bank-chbrs., Westborough, are architects for 
Proposed public-house at Eastfield for Moor and Rob- 
sons Breweries, Ltd.—Church of England is proposed 
at Eastfield. Architects are Biscomb, Ferry & Whipp, 
15, Valley Bridge-parade. : 

17 taham.— Negotiations are in hand for purchase of 
«' acres of housing land: adjoining Parkside estate. 

_Seaham.—UDC approved in principle erection of 
tight farmworkers’ houses adjoining Seaham Grange 
arm. A. M. Smith, S. 

Shipley.—UDC to submit further scheme for con- 
version of chapel at Nab Wood into crematorium. 

Southport.—Howard Estates (Southport). Ltd., pro- 
Pose 24 houses on Preston New-rd. Licence granted. 


Stafford. —BC approved revised plans for ‘‘ No 
Ines “" houses at Highfields estate. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—BE, Gilbert Cowan, preparing 


a for improvements to Billingham-rd. involving 
proved of roundabout, cost about £40,000.—TC has 
‘ved siting of community hall at Ragworth.—EC 
*n awarded starting date for proposed Roseworth 


THE BUILDER 


Cty. Jun. Sch. (contractors, Thornton Const. Co., 
Bridge-rd., Stockton).—Garbutt, Archibald & Archi- 
bald, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, prepared plans for 
10 houses in Billingham-rd. for Premier Dwellings, 
Ltd., Middlesbrough.—R. Cowan, Finkle-st., architect 
for garage and filling station in Church-rd. for Tees- 
side Carriers.—North Eastern Elec. Board, Newcastle, 
to erect operations department, stores and workshop 
in Boathouse-la.—Marsh (Builders), Ltd., Grangefield- 
rd., to erect houses at White House, Bishopton-rd. 
West. , 

Sunderland.—TC discussing with BR the latter?s 
proposals for reconstruction of north entrance to 
Sunderland Railway Station. 


_ Sunderland.—TC to acquire further 86 acres of hous- 
ing land adjoining Hylton Red House estate. 

Tynemouth.—Ed. Comm. to build tech. sch. 
by G. H. Gray, 50, Camden-st., North Shields. 

Wakefield.—RC Authorities propose church at Arn- 
cliffe-rd., Eastmoor estate. Architects, Kay & Hartley, 
Wakefield. 

Wallsend.—Northumberland Welfare Comm. have 
decided to proceed with the building of a hostel for 
about 30 old people. Est. cost, £33.000. Plans by 
County A, C. C. Brown. 

Warrington.—RDC propose 38 houses at Parksway, 
Woolston. 

Whitehaven.—Factory to be built for Remploy, Ltd., 
on Cleaton Moor. Architects, Ronald Ward & Ptnrs., 
17, Lowndes-st., SW1. 


Plans 


Wigan.—Greenall Whitley Co.. Ltd.. St. Helens, 
propose completely rebuilding the Crispin Arms, 
Birkett Bank. 

* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

( Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 


ments. 


Brighouse.—Five blocks of four single persons’ flats, 
for B.C. H. A. Sneezum, AMICE,. BE: *Rowland 
Lumb & Co., 30, Huddersfield-rd., Brighouse, £16,515. 

Brighton.—60 dwellings on Site No. 5 at Hollingbury 
estate, for TC: Jas. Miller & Partners, Ltd., £82,385. 

Brighton.—Erection of disinfection and disinfestation 
station at MHollingbury-rd., for TC: +McKellar & 
Westerman, Ltd., £10,240 (re-advertised tenders). 

Bromsgrove.—10 bungalows for aged persons at 
Kings Meadow, Clent, for RDC: *John Havris & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., Blackheath, £11,844. 

Cheadle.—22 houses and 2 bungalows at the Weston 
Coyney housing estate, for RDC: *Mr. J. A. Bailey, 
£32,616. 

Dorking.—48 Cornish unit dwellings, for UDC, at 
Longmeadow housing site, Westcott. *Selleck Nichol!s 
& Co., Ltd., £68,479 (subject to MOH&LG approval). 

Droitwich.—Sec. mod. sch. at Witton, for EC: *T. 
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Lowe & Son, Ltd., Curzon-st., Burton-on-Trent, 


£88,441. 

Felling.—Erection of 100 houses on the Leam-la. 
estate, for UDC: *J. Clark & Son, Gregson-ter., New 
Seaham, Co. Durham. 

Glasgow.—Extensive + alterations and additions at 
Gordon-st., for Messrs. Fuller, Ltd. Eugene Kent, 
FRIBA, 6, Greys Inn-rd., London, and Cullen, Loch- 
head & Brown, FRIBA, 119, Cadzow-st., Hamilton 
West, architects: *Robert Gilchrist & Sons, Ltd., Cal- 
ton, Glasgow. 

High Wycombe (Bucks).—Erection of 106 houses on 
the Hatters Farm estate extension, for TC: *Carr & 
Furnell, £137,270. 

Ince.—Further erection of 60 houses on _ the 
Battersby-st. housing site, for TC: *T. Gaffney & Son, 
£82,823. 

Lambeth.—Erection of. three houses on the site 
of 72, Jeffreys-rd., for BC: {M. J. Gieeson (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., £6,500. 

Lewisham.—Erection of 14 houses and six flats on 
the sites of Nos. 71-79 and 24-38, Beadneli-rd., and 


Nos. 1-11, Dalmain-rd., for BC: 

Rowley Bros., Ltd. oe 5% .. £41,307 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. . 41,257 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. .. 41,212 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. .. 41,115 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 40,821 
Thomas Lowe & Sons, Lid. 40,623 
Harry Neal, Ltd. ....:. 40,612 
Halse & Son, Ltd. ; 40,514 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 39,924 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 38,654 
tS. G. & A. Agombar .. 37,143 


Lewisham.—21 flats on the sites of Nos. 6-10, 
Westwood Hill, and Nos. 204-206, Kirkdale, for BC: 
tS. G. & A. Agombar, £42,009. 

Lewisham.—Erection of 48 flats, 28 maisonettes and 
9 houses on the sites of Nos. 1-25, Brookbank-rd., 


Nos. 2 and 1-7, Ellerdale-st. and Nos. 2-16, Marsala- 
rd., for BC: 

The Unit Construction Co., Ltd. .. £168,624 
F. & F. Higgs, Ltd. . 167,221 
Harry Neal, Ltd. - <i 167,191 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. .. 164,317 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. Py 161,371 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 160,534 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. * 159,741 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 3% 159,610 
Thomas Lowe & Sons, Ltd. .. 159,476 
Leslie & Co., Ltd. ey ae a: .. 159,222 
tW. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. .. .. 155,707 


Liverpool.—Work, for TC: 114 dwellings and 25 
garages on the Sparrow Hall estate, +R. Costain & 
Sons (Liverpool), Ltd., Barlows-la., Fazakerley, Liver- 
pool 9, £237,500. 48 flats and eight maisonettes in 
the Ascot-st. area and 27 flats in the Latimer-st. area, 
+R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd., 666a, Liverpool-rd., 
Ainsdale, £139,263 (extension to existing contract). 
115 dwellings on the Croxteth estate (Part III), +The 
Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevard, Speke, 
Liverpool 19, £156,281 (extension to existing contract). 

London (War Department).—Works contracts placed 
by WD during week ended July 25:— 

Yorkshire: Miscellaneous, H. Booth & Son, Dews- 
bury; construction of humus tanks, C. Chapleo & Sons, 
Leyburn. Warwickshire: Clearance of water ditches, 
J. R. E. Taylor (Contractors), Ltd., Shipton-on-Stow. 
Worcestershire: Building work, T. Oliver (Builder), 
Ltd., Worcester. Staffordshire: Road repairs, W. & J. 
Glossop, Ltd. Birmingham. Hertfordshire: Electrical 
instaliation, Grierson, Ltd., London, SW7. Suffolk: 
Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London, W9. 
Kent: Road repairs, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., London, 


W6. Sussex: Road repairs, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., 
London, W6. Hampshire: Road repairs, F. Bracey 
(Roads), Ltd., Watford. Berkshire: Painting, J. J. 


Hamilton & Sons, Oxford; painting, N. S. Long, Ltd., 
Poulton-le-Fylde. Hampshire: Building, Staverton 
Builders, Ltd., Totnes. 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea UDC.—Six bungalows and 24 
houses at Spital estate. H. Robson, S. *A. 
Hagerty, Station-rd., Ashington (plumbing and_eiec- 
trical work). *Gascoigne & Allinson, 6, North 
Seaton-rd., Newbiggin-by-the-Sea (plastering). *W. H. 
Hillerby & Son, Union-st., Blyth (tiling). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 28 houses on the 
Kenton North estate, for T.C.: *John Twiname, Ltd., 
builders, Cockermouth: £36,975. 

Oxford City Council.—Erection of a further 13 
houses on Wood Farm estate, for City C: *A. C. 
Carter (Oxford), Ltd., £20,436. 

First stage of a new fire sub-station for East Oxford 
at Horspath Driftway, for City C: *T. H. Kingerlee 
and Son, Ltd., £8,586. 


Perrith.—Erection of 34 houses, Scaws estate, for 
UDC: *R. E. Reay, Brent House, Fell-la., Penrith, 
£45,505. 


Skipton.—Erection of 4 houses on the Park-ave. site, 
Sutton, for RDC: *Mr. N. Hill, £5,240. 

Stafford.—60 flats and 26 garages, Rising Brook 
estate, for BC: *G. A. Poole, Ltd., Derby-rd., 
Uttoxeter, £95,883. 

Five shops with flats over; Coton Farm estate: 
*E. G. Lester, Ltd., Cannock-rd., Stafford, £14,877. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of warehouse and 
offices. Brunswick-st.. for Warren & Wellstood, Ltd.: 
*J. W. Henderson & Co., Church-rd., Stockton-on- 
Tees. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Extensions and reconstruction of 
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London-rd. Works, for the Campbell Tile Co., Ltd.: 
*P. Bailey & Co., Ltd., High-st., Hanford, Stoke-on- 
Trent, £20,693. 
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Tavistock.—Eight Cornish unit houses in two blocks 
and 12 in pairs at Horrabridge, for RDC: *Selleck 
Nicholls & Co., Ltd., St. Austell, £26,108. 

Walsall.—18 three and 12 two-bedroom houses on 
the Dartmouth-ave. estate, for BC: *Rock & Downes, 
Ltd., 115, Walsall-rd., Aldridge, £41,539. 

Walthamstow.—Four flats at 287, Hoe-st.; two flats 
at Maynard-rd.; and six flats at Church-la., for BC. 
F. G. Southgate, ARIBA, MIMunE, AMTPI, Boro’ 
A: *Walthamstow Building Works Dept., 123, Billet- 
rd., Walthamstow, E17. 

“Wellingborough.—Two pairs of houses at Dodding- 
ton, for RDC: *H. A. Garrod, Ltd., £5,475. 

Two pairs at Wollaston: *Mr. A. Underwood, 
£5,597. 

Whitehaven.—200 houses on the Valley estate, for 
TC: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £286,463. 

York.—Four shops with flats over at Askham-la. 
and also at Moor-la. housing estate, for City C. E. 
Firth, FRIBA, AMTPI, City A: *Sorrell (York), Ltd., 
Hildreth House, 95, Heworth Village, York, £21,158. 

York.—Eight elderly people’s bungalows at Beck-la., 
Haworth. E. Firth, FRIBA, AMTPI, City A, 8, 
St. Leonard’s-pl.: *Sorrell (York), Ltd.. Hildreth 
House, 95, Heworth Village, York, £10,196. 





Fire Research 


Part 5 of their References to Scientific 
Literature on Fire has been produced by the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research and Fire Officers’ Committee, Joint 
Fire Research Organisation. The references 
in this part relate chiefly to information pub- 
lished in 1951; a few earlier references not 
given in Part 4 are also included. 
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August 7 1953 


Coronation Floodlighting 


The August issue of “ Light and Lighting » 
is devoted entirely to pictures of the recent 
Coronation floodlighting in London and the 
provinces. A foreword to the issue is written 
by Sir David Eccles, Minister of Works, who 
states that the Coronation was a Challenge 
to lighting engineers to produce new lighting 
effects and that the engineers and designers 
concerned were to be congratulated on the 
results they achieved. The journal is pub. 
lished monthly by the Illuminating fp. 
gineering Publishing Co., Ltd., 32, Victoria. 
street, SWI. 








BROAD-ACHESON| 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


cut easier — cut cost 


BROAD & CO, LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 706! 





SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON $022 














Patent 
“Air Pump” 


Boyle's Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel. : LADbroke 2879 

















WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 























E.C.1 








GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered. Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 

Bexleyheath 5651-4 


wa 








ARC! 


THE | 














HE 
Nc 
opening 
the lack 
their w 
of a fo: 
to com 
deceive; 
Professc 
concern 

young. 
bore m: 
students 
carious] 
appears, 
superior 
Ing staff 
Let u 


